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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is “Discourse Analysis of Cultural and Political Mes-
sages of Tehran Municipality” based on Laclau and Mouffe’s discourse theory,
published on the billboards of Tehran from 2006 to 2016, in order to answer these
questions: How the Tehran municipality articulates discourse due to its nodal
points and floating signifiers? Has it considered antagonizing and rejection of ri-
val discourse components? The researcher achieved a theoretical saturation by
the targeted selection of 25 graphic designs and exploring the semantic implica-
tions and discourse structure of each according to the concepts and components
of discourse theory. The findings of the research show: The nodal point and the
“guardianship-centeredness (velayatmadari) “is on the focus of the municipality,
the “jihadi management”, “clericalism”, “cultural invasion” are articulated around
this focal point which has conformity with the discourse of “principals”. The chain
of equivalence with the critical political and social activists of the government was
not formed.
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