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The purpose of this research, which was carried out using quantitative content and
theme analysis, is to identify the overt and covert messages of Corona infodemia
(on rumors and fake news) published on social networks (WhatsApp and Telegram)
in 1400in Iran. Based on the findings of this research, five overarching themes have
been identified in the Corona infodemic content in these social networks, which are:
1. Seeking national superiority;

2. Media bias against countries;

3. Coronaphobia;

4. Normalizing and injecting hope;

5. Discourses related to religion and tradition. Most of the rumors and fake news
(44% of the total sample population) are placed in the "media bias against countries"
category, where 72% of the content of this section was against Iran. Atotal of 225 fake
news and rumors have been investigated. In another classification, 43.1% of fake
corona news and rumors were political. The experience of the spread of Covid-19in
an era when politics has become a media, showed how political competitions rely
on false symbols and meanings and the production and distribution of fake news,
are drawn to the arena of social media. Producers of fake news intentionally and
distributors participate in this competition willingly or unwillingly.
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