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Abstract: This paper by reviews the 
literature and research background 
writing to learn (WTL), seeks to 
establish the position of written 
assignments on the promotion of 
academic learning and cognitive 
consequences. Writing to learn is the 
use of written assignments during 
instruction and based on the idea that 
understanding and thinking through 
writing is clear and grows. Research 
reported in the literature writing to learn 
can be categorized in four hypotheses: 
shaping at the point of utterance, 
forward search, genre and backward 
search. Each of these hypotheses are 
based on the different and often conflict 
explanations about the relationship 
between writing and learning. The main 
question is how and when to use written 
assignments in academic learning is 
effective. To answer this question were 
analyzed and compared the 
explanations and research results about 
each hypothesis. And the following 
conclusion were deduced: 1- the fit 
between the skill level of learners and 
the complexity of written assignment is 
facilitates their use. 2- Also of 
compatible and coordination between 
the types of written assignments and 
level of cognitive goal in teaching is 
ensuring the effectiveness of these 
assignments 
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1. Young & Sullivan 
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2. Paltridge 
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8. instruction 
9. argumentation 
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1 . Langer 
2. Wiley & Voss 
3. backward search 
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5. Flower & Hayes 
6. forward working 
7. backward working 
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1.knowledge telling 
2.knowledge transforming 
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