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6. popular spirituality
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The Foundations of Social Ethics in New Spirituality and
Its Challenges

Ahmad Shakernejad*

Abstract

New Spirituality is known for its opposition to official institutions of religion
and its defense of acquiring a spiritual and moral norm from the inside.
Although new spiritualism might count as a sort of spiritual isolationism, it
can be shown that, despite their internalism, new spiritualists partake in social
affairs, taking themselves to be pioneers in sympathy, empathy, and
cooperation in the society. Given this social contribution, the present paper
seeks to examine axiological foundations and the model of social
communications adopted by new spiritualists in order to show that challenges
arise for their philanthropist and altruistic activities to be called moral. In
elaborating the challenges, I have mostly drawn upon issues regarding moral
relativism and moral egoism in moral philosophy. Thus, this paper will seek
to consider these challenges in order to see whether altruistic activities of new
spiritualists can rightly be deemed moral. Does new spiritualism lead to the
spread of social ethics, despite being collective? This paper only aims to
demonstrate challenges for the morality of social interactions in new
spiritualism, paving the path for an answer to the above questions.
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new spirituality, moral relativism, postmodern ethics, moral egoism.
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Abstract

Morality in Light of Silence

Masoud Sadeqi*

Abstract

In this paper, I briefly point to logocracy and excessive noise in the modern
word, especially after the digital period, as well as the decline of silence and
ignorance of its significance. I will next deal with the meaning, analysis, and
definition of silence and its relationship with notions such as expression, talk,
and voice. I will next introduce varieties of silence, including semantic, vocal,
strategic, tactical, symbolic, etc. After these preliminaries, I elaborate silent
living, or silence-based life, as well as its moral, religious, and mystical
examples. The next section is devoted to the three moral functions of silence
from the standpoint of Islamic ethics. In the end, I have emphasized the
central and neglected role of silence in the ethics of peace, pointing to the
perils of logocentric views in this regard.

Keywords

ethics, silence, silent living, word, ethics of peace.
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The Relationship between Ethics and Aesthetics
in Schopenhauer’s Philosophy

Mahdi Zamani * | Mona Moradi**

Abstract

Ethics and aesthetics are the most important values in human life, and they
have since a long time ago been subject to inquiries by intellectuals. In this
paper, we will be concerned with an account of the nature and manner of the
relationship between the two values in Schopenhauer’s philosophy with a
descriptive-analytic method. Schopenhauer takes ethics and aesthetics to be
two ways of emancipation from the phenomenal will and selfishness. The
nature of ethics is compassion and beneficence, which is obtained through
transcending the phenomenal self and is accompanied with justice; that is,
seeing oneself and others to be equal. An aesthetic understanding and artistic
ingenuity are possible if one negates selfishness and transcends the utilitarian
self-interested outlook, leading to the openness of one’s heart and knowledge
of the absolute example. Thus, in both art and ethics, one comes to observe
the reality of himself and the being, and by negating the will, one comes to
see his internal self as equal with the reality in itself. Many artistic forms,
such as tragedy, can help in the negation of selfish will and ethics. And ethics
paves the path for aesthetic understanding by helping one transcend
selfishness and self-interestedness.

Keywords

Ethics, aesthetics, art, will, evil, value, compassion, world, Schopenhauer.
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Abstract

A New Formulation of Virtue Ethics: Components of Virtue
in the View of Robert Adams

Mahdi Ghafourian®* | Malek Hosseini**

Abstract

In his A Theory of Virtue, Robert Adams tries to provide a new formulation of
virtue ethics. For Adams, the main components of virtue consist in “being for
the good” and “excellence.” The good is, according to Adams’s Platonic-
theological conception, identical with the Merciful God as an infinite Good,
and all good things, as the finite good with their wide extent, are excellent to
the extent of their similarity to the Good and Excellent God. Thus, being for
the good refers to different manners of the relationship with the good,
including desire, love, respect, and the like. Excellence refers to the kind of
good that is non-instrumental, which makes what possesses it be
praiseworthy, worthy of love and respect, and in its highest degree, worthy of
worship. Thus, virtue refers to a position with respect to the good that is
excellent. What is objectionable in Adams’s view is that he has failed to offer
a criterion for the excellence of “being for the good, ” leaving it to our
intuitions. However, the recognition of excellence in order to distinguish the
virtue from non-virtue requires a criterion.
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Virtue ethics, morality of action, the good, excellence, consequentialism.
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The Course of Ethical Development in Tafsir al-Mizan

Amir Ghanavi*

Abstract

In early periods of Muslim mysticism, a number of schemes were offered as
to the format of a spiritual journey, but the issue has been neglected in recent
periods. As a polymath, ‘Allama Tabataba’1 was especially concerned with
the issue, talking about it in his mystical and exegetical lectures, although the
latter discussions were not addressed much. This paper seeks to analyze
‘Allama’s schemes in Tafsir al-Mizan in light of other remarks by him in al-
Mizan as well as other books. Such an outlook should be traced back to the
writings attributed to Bahr al-‘Uliim, and before that, in the precious book,
Mawagqi’ al-Nujizm. In my examination of ‘Allama’s view, [ will focus on his
exegesis of certain verses he has appealed to and his lectures in the book,
Lubb al-Lubab. In my assessment of the views and evidence, in addition to
reference to hadiths and Quranic verses concerning Islam and iman (faith), I
consider how inferences were made from the verses as well as the weaknesses
and strengths of such inferences, and by avoiding counterexamples, 1 have
sought to provide different analyses of the verses appealed to. The short study
yields an assessment of the coherence and cogency of two proposals by
‘Allama and their evidence, as well as a delineation of strengths and
weaknesses of the maze-like schemes of Islam and faith. Moreover, a
different view of Islam and faith and their anthropological foundations can be
drawn from the objections and analyses, which will be elaborated in an
independent paper.

Keywords

Ethical development, Tafsir al-Mizan, scheme of spiritual journey, Islam,
faith.
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