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Objective: The present article addresses the question of what the method of
interpretive anthropology is and what the main approach of this perspective is when
examining human phenomena, especially religious phenomena. It comments on the
nature of interpretive anthropology and provides a comprehensive definition of this
perspective, explaining its philosophical foundations. The method of this writing is
based on a descriptive-analytical approach and in some cases content analysis.
Interpretive or symbolic anthropology is one of the branches of American cultural
anthropology that emerged in the twentieth century in America. It emphasizes
understanding meaning through symbols and rituals by offering a unique definition
of culture. The article, with a brief reference to the essence of Clifford Geertz's
interpretive anthropological approach - the most important representative of the
interpretive approach - and the definition he provides of culture and religion,
elaborately demonstrates this approach's reliance on philosophical hermeneutics
and its confrontation with positivist approaches in the humanities. It delves into
various aspects of this confrontation and reliance, showing that Geertz, inspired by
hermeneutical principles as a cultural anthropologist and scholar of religion, turned
to interpreting and understanding the meaning of religion and culture. His
interpretive approach in religious studies and anthropology is inspired by these
foundations. In fact, by defining culture as a text, hermeneutic elements such as
focusing on interpretation and meaning, emphasizing history and historical
existence, focusing on the inner aspects of human experience and inner methods,
emphasis on linguistic components, and symbol and sign, and understanding in the
shadow of part-to-whole and whole-to-part references implicitly and explicitly form
the basis of Geertz's viewpoint in cultural and religious studies.
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Introduction

In the methodological explanation of interpretive anthropology, with a view on the religious
studies opinions of Clifford Geertz, an American anthropologist, who has spent years
researching and studying the religion of the people of Java, Indonesia and Morocco - there is
evidence that he explicitly considered his method as hermeneutics or cultural hermeneutics.

As a cultural anthropologist and religious scholar, Geertz, inspired by hermeneutic principles,
turned to understanding symbols, signs, rituals and other cultural types. And he has strengthened
his interpretive approach in religious study and anthropology with the inspiration of these
foundations.From Geertz's point of view, meaning is present in symbolic systems, and it can be
achieved through interpretation.

By considering the world and human actions in the form of symbolic forms, as a text, he tries to
interpret, understand the meaning and interpretation of the world.This article deals with this
question which is the method of interpretive anthropology. And what is the main approach of this
view in examining human phenomena, especially religious phenomena and while commenting on
the nature of interpretive anthropology and providing a comprehensive definition of this point of
view, it explains its foundations in the philosophical field.Geertz, with his reading of the category
of culture, based on which he deals with the reading of meanings and understanding of culture
with a hermeneutic approach, establishes a new formulation in the field of social thinking based
on hermeneutic elements.

Research methodology

The method of this article is based on descriptive-analytical approach and in some cases content
analysis.In explaining the ratio of the hermeneutic principles of Geertz's interpretive approach in
turning from the methods of human sciences to natural sciences, in contrast to the positivist
perspective, this article discusses the application of positivist methods in human sciences after the
preliminary plan about interpretive anthropology, and then, in order to answer this question, what
position has interpretive anthropology adopted in the extension of positivist methods to different
dimensions of thought? It deals with the basic aspects of the confrontation between the
interpretation approach and positivism in the philosophical field.

Discussion

According to Geertz, in the studies of anthropology and religion, what is necessary and essential
is the need to understand the meaning in its historical, social and cultural context; Therefore,
Geertz is of such a view that thinking and in a sense human being is a historical, cultural and
social thing.

And in an explicit statement, he pointed to the issue of comparing conceptual structures from one
discourse community to another

And he believes that the meaning is mentioned in a different way in every expression system and
the science of cultural interpretation has the task of understanding the meaning by looking at its
historical, social and cultural background.

Geertz considers social action as a text and he tries to describe it on two levels, brief and concise.

In emphasizing the important component of historical existence and the need to understand the
text
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of culture in its historical, social and cultural context (based on Heidegger, Gadamer and
Dilthey's philosophical perspective), Geertz refers to the issue of comparing conceptual structures
from one discourse community to another has done and he believes that the meaning is
expressed differently in each expression system and the science of cultural interpretation has the
task of understanding the meaning by looking at its historical, social and cultural background.
Geertz's interpretive approach, emphasizing culture, provides a specific definition of it, which is
evident in the quality of this definition.

This thought, emphasizing the components of philosophical hermeneutics (including the principle
of historical existence and the need to understand the text of culture in its historical, social and
cultural context, the principle of the hermeneutic round and understanding in the shade of
referring part to whole and whole to part, etc.) has a significant role in He found the definition of
culture as a text and its conditions, accessories and special features in Geertz's thought.

Conclusion
According to Geertz's cultural approach to man and religion (understanding and knowledge of

man and religion in the shadow of culture) and Geertz's emphasis on internal methods in
understanding and interpretation, Geertz's method in his anthropological and religious studies is
hermeneutic and based on emphasizing history and existence. It is the history of hermeneutics .
As an anthropologist and cultural theologist, inspired by hermeneutic principles, Geertz turned to
the interpretation and understanding of the meaning of religion and culture and strengthened his
interpretative approach in theology and anthropology with the inspiration of these principles .

The basic pillar in interpretive or symbolic anthropology is a methodological turn and a special
kind of dealing with humanities and social sciences. The positivist approach actually examines
culture, religion, and human societies with a scientific, objectivist, explanatory, and predictive
approach, void of value and devoid of historical-cultural perspective .

However, the hermeneutic approach, unlike the methods of natural and experimental sciences, is
not outside the object of research, but within human culture and history, and emphasizes the inner
aspects of human experience .

Geertz has used the hermeneutic approach in its linguistic, historical and ontological dimensions
in a concrete approach in interpreting and understanding the meaning of religion and culture .
Among the main figures of hermeneutics, Geertz's anthropological and theological ideas about
interpretation and meaning can be considered based on their thought, we can mention
Schleiermacher, who is considered to be the founder of modern hermeneutics, Dilthey,
Heidegger, Gadamer and Ricoeur .

In Geertz's belief, culture basically has a semiotic concept and is based on the principles of
philosophical hermeneutics (including the principle of historical existence and the need to
understand the text of culture in its historical, social and cultural context, the principle of the
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Hermeneutic round and understanding in the shadow of referring part to whole and whole to part
and ...) Based.
The definition that Geertz provides based on the interpretive approach of culture is that culture is
like a text and is based on understanding the meaning through symbols and signs and is
influenced by linguistic components.
He considers religion to be a prior matter and a part of the society's culture, which the existence
of many rituals and beliefs has made it a symbolic matter .

In analyzing the position of the symbol in the interpretation approach, Geertz believes that in
this approach the meaning of religion and culture is understood through symbols.
And therefore, understanding the symbol is as important as understanding the meaning and
content of religion and culture .
Geertz interprets religion in the form that religion is a system of symbols (which causes) the
establishment of moods, powerful and pervasive motives in human beings and for this purpose, it
acts through the formation of general concepts about existence and causes surrounding These
concepts become reality in an aura; So that these moods and motivations become the only
possible realities.
Finally, Geertz believes that an anthropologist and interpretive religionist, considering the
difference in the historical, cultural and social background of religion or culture, in order to
understand and interpret the meaning of culture and religion, must look at the research topic from
the perspective of the natives of that culture and while penetrating Understand and describe the
meaning of that culture and religion from the natives' point of view .
Among the methods that Geertz uses in approaching this issue, we can mention empathy,
identification, accompanying a native person to get closer to the attitude of the natives of that
culture, field research and close observation and study, etc.
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