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Abstract

Conceptual metaphor theory in cognitive linguistics is not
a literary and outstanding speech, but is understand of an
abstract concept through a concrete concept, and it has
characteristics that separate it from traditional metaphor.
As, its roots is in thinking not in literature, and to express
it, no need special ability unless thought, and like the
traditional metaphor, similarity is not its condition.
Therefore the aim of the following research is to
understand one of the central causes of committing sins,
i.e. the concept desires in Nahj-ul-Balaghah, using the
descriptive and analytical method and relying on
conceptual metaphor theory. This research seeks to answer
two questions, what kind of conceptual metaphor did
Imam Ali (AS) use to conceptualize desires? And what
points from the destination have received more attention in
the origin? For to achieve this goal, sentences related to
desires were extracted and analyzed with conceptual
metaphor theory, and finally the concept was presented.
Most important results is: the source concepts regarding
the ontological metaphor for the conceptualization of
desires, is or a suspect, or a competitor or a person who
should be deprived of many of his pleasures or is depicted
as a dead person among the pious people, or embodied as
a rebellious horse, in the meantime, the ontological
metaphor has more frequency. Also, the source concepts
in the structural metaphor to reach the conceptual field of
the destination, either is the constant conflict or building a
house on the edge of a cliff or is visualized as a bucket. In
this speech, we did not find the source concepts regarding
the directional metaphor for conceptualizing of carnal
desires, but the author found directional metaphors that is
conceptually aligned with fighting oneself, like accepting
Islam, believing, and doing righteous deeds.

Keywords:  Nahj-ul-Balaghah, Carnal  desires,
cognitive linguistics, existential conceptual metaphor,
structural conceptual metaphor.
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