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ABSTRACT

There are several readings and perceptions about freedom in religion
and the degree of commitment to religious practices and values in society,
which are mainly based on the phrase "La ikraha fi al-din" [there is no
compulsion in religion]. Although the doubts arising from this phrase have
been answered in religious sources, some are trying to distort people’s
beliefs under the slogan "No to compulsory religion", so it seems that re-
translating the phrase "La ikraha fi al-din" is necessary to reduce
incomplete and contradictory perceptions. Thus, this article aims, through
a descriptive-analytical approach, to respond to the doubt "No to
compulsory religion" with an interpretive translation of "La ikraha fi al-
din" and its educational consequences.

The three aspects of the findings of this study are: 1) Misinterpretations,
2) Finding equivalents, 3) Educational consequences. According to the
interpretative translation, the [best] equivalent for this Qur’anic phrase is
that believing in the principles of religion, performing acts of worship, and
preserving religious values, without intention and willingness is worthless.
A study of the verses and hadiths shows that any kind of unwillingness,
negligence, and insincerity within the framework of religion is
reprehensible, and the common denominator of these factors is lack of
willingness. Among of the results of this research is that lack of willingness
toward religious education and upbringing is considered a diminishment of
the religious value of knowledge, and any scientific success, in order to gain
material benefit, stabilize social position and seduce or dominate others, has
no value in front of God Almighty.
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