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A Critical Evaluation of the Theory of Pluralism of Salvation
in the Holy Qur’an: A Case Study of Criticizing the

Admiration of the People of the Book*

Jafar Golbarari'
Fatemeh Fazlian®

ABSTRACT

Today, one of the issues most subjected to criticism and discussion in
scientific communities is the theory of “Pluralism of Salvation ,”which holds
that followers of other religions are also will reach salvation according to the
Holy Qur’an, because God has favored them and praised them in the Holy
Qur’an, as mentioned in the verse 113 of Aal Imran, and 66 of Al-Maida .
This research using a descriptive-analytical approach ,tries to criticize this
hypothesis scientifically, and by explaining their doubts and reasons, trying
to answer the question: “Is the salvation of different religions followers and
their admiration in the Qur’an because of the truthfulness and validity of the
teachings of those religions, or is there another reason for it?”’; “To what
extent will Jewish and Christian will reach salvation and happiness in the
afterlife?” and generally , What are the factors and obstacles that can be seen
to achieve afterlife happiness for believers in Abrahamic religions other than
Islam according to the Quran ”?

To answer these questions, the terms such as pluralism ,fawz and
falah have been first defined, and then the concept of najar* salvation” has
been examined from different perspectives. Also, while expressing the
kinds of pluralism, different viewpoints on the diversity of religions were
mentioned. Therefore, the factors and obstacles to salvation were discussed
and researched from the perspective of the Holy Qur’an, and then a critical
analysis was made about the reasons for affirming pluralistic salvation in
the Holy Qur’an .

What the researchers found in this research is that salvation in both
pluralistic titles is absolutely false ;but it can be accepted from a special
perspective under conditions .In our opinion the criterion for salvation is
performing the assigned duty to the best of one’s ability .In fact, the ability
of the accountable person is of great importance in both cognitive and
behavioral dimensions.

KEYWORDS :People of the Book ,Pluralism of Salvation, Criticism of Praise
of the People of the Book.
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