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Abstract

Sacial justice in contemporary studies means the obligation of the state to provide
the material resources for all people. According to this conception, justice is a
norm for the political and social institutions, not a virtue of an individual. On the
other hand, Islamic thought has not been indifferent to social justice throughout its
history. Based on this, rereading the theory of justice in Imamia political
jurisprudence and its comparison with the contemporary conception of social
justice is the main issue of this study. Does the implementation of jurisprudential
justice guarantee the realization of social justice in its new conception or not? It
will be argued that it is possible to formulate justice in Imamia political
jurisprudence in two dominant senses. Its first meaning refers to an individual
description and considers practical commitment to Sharia as the criterion for
justice. This very meaning of justice is the condition for assuming responsibilities
by rulers. The other meaning of the realization of justice in society is the
implementation of the social laws of Sharia. This conception is based on the
theological view that Islamic rules are objectively based and lead humanity to
happiness. Therefore, the application of Sharia rules is considered the same as the
achievement of justice. In the end, it will be shown that justice as an individual
virtue and reducing justice to the implementation of Sharia laws are not enough to
realize social justice. However, it is possible to recognize the approaches and
requirements within jurisprudence to establish the jurisprudential theory of social
justice.
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