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Prophets and Caliphs: The Foundations of Umayyad Governance in the Bible
Uri Rubin
Nasim Hassani

Abstract: Islam’s concern with the "past," the central role it assigns itself in the history of the world, and the
patterns it adopts from the Bible to document its own history are well-known aspects. This article aims to
provide a detailed and precise examination of a specific aspect of Islam's perception of the past, namely the
past as a source of legitimacy for authority. This topic has been discussed previously but only within the
broader context of other instruments of legitimacy in Islam. Here, we will focus particularly on the Umayyad
dynasty's use of the past to legitimize their rule.

Keywords: Umayyad governance, Bible, legitimacy.
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1. For example, Franz Rosenthal, "The Influence of the Biblical Tradition on Muslim Historiography", in
Bernard Lewis et al., eds., Historians of the Middle East (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1962), 35-
45; and Aziz al-Azmeh, "Chronophagous Discourse: a Study of Clerico-Legal Appropriation of the
World in an Islamic tradition," in Frank E. Reynolds and David Tracy, eds., Religion and Practical
Reason: New Essays in the Comparative Philosophy of Religions (Albany, State University of New
York Press, 1994), 163-208.
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Fred M. Donner, Narratives of Islamic Origins: the Beginnings of Islamic Historical Writing

(Princeton: Darwin Press, 1998), 112-22.
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Wadad al-Qadi, "The Religious Foundation of Late Umayyad Ideology," in Saber religioso y poder

politico en & Islam:Actas del simposio intemacional, Granada, 15-18 octubre 1991, edited by

Manuela Marin and Mercedes Garda-Arenal (Madrid: Agencia Espanola de Cooperaci6n

Internacional, 1994), 231-73.
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1. See Camilla Adang, "Islam as the Inborn Religion of Mankind: the Concept ofitra in the Works of lbn
Hazrm," al-Qgn/ara 21 (2000): 391-410.
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1. Genesis Rabbah 61 no. 1.
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1. Book of Jubilees, English version in R.H. Charles, ed., The Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha of the Old
Testament Vol. I1: Pseudepi grapha (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1913).

2. Book of Jubilees 7:38-39 in Charles, The Apocrypha. See also Uri Rubin, “Prophets and Progenitors in
the Early Shi'a Tradition,” Jerusalem Sudiesin Arabic and Islam 1 (1979): 56.

3. The Book of the Secrets of Enoch [Version A], in Charles, The Apocrypha.

4. The Secrets of Enoch, 33:10, in Charles, The Apocrypha.

5. The Secrets of Enoch, 23:6, in Charles, The Apocrypha.
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1. The Secrets of Enoch, 33:9, in Charles, The Apocrypha. Compare, Rubin, “Prophets and Progenitors,”
58 n. 103a.

2. The Secrets of Enoch, 47:2, in Charles, The Apocrypha.

3. The Secrets of Enoch, 35:2, in Charles, The Apocrypha.

4. 1 Enoch, 82:1.

5. Josephus Flavius, The Life and Works of Flavius Josephus, translated by William Whiston
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1. Compare Rubin, “Prophets and Progenitors,” 57-58.

2. Compare Rubin, “Prophets and Progenitors,” 57 n. 101 (from Tarikh Baghdad).

3. For example, “abari, Tarikh, 1:139; 1:139-40.
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York Press, 1989), 317 n. 903.
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2. Stephen R. Humphreys, Islamic History: a Framework for Inquiry (Minneapolis: Bibliotheca Islamica,
1988), 75.
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e oS s al S S Sl s 5 Ol | Al

(Sl Do el el Ll Sl 4 gl Sl Sls dslae ol o
03 5008 I ol Tae 5 ol a5 [ o] dames i il ol SalS' 2l
5o a0 by 2l (S5 (B ol deomes (ol Jolo Ll 31 LS 0l
d’.gbj};:ﬁ-o.a:*,i.a.’g»:w\ougw[u.a].xwgosww\‘ww\hﬁb
o3l OG5 e Ol ) e saie EiS ) G, (e G5 2 Ly U3 o
gt 038 05 op 01 )3 S 03 ol B 33 2 55 Juiiy Jo

Lomeo Olot ol yraly G5l e ol ol 53 TS m o)l g3 IS oSl
ol Al Lagludl Ol (B3 B j3) by fad 5 sl s sgomg Il 51 a8 i1 o]
o ol 40 S5 31T Spna [ o] dome s 3 plosls a1 U ol
2 0sl el oddl oa Slin 1S 5T (5l e DS 3 oS il ol e o0
e ;80 i o s 514 Wil oo ) e Olo [y [ 0] dases ased oD
(el aliel aS 358 sad D9 ool 8593 40 JUaS] ol e adl il ol
8001 .3,8 o )5 (didg [ o] dees 0y b 3LET 51 45Ty Ll sla fs S o
Wloss cyesh 3 e ok oo Mo LT Oloo oo a8 ol s o8 sl ) Lo
gt [ o] Aoz 4 o8 dizsls o 0y 55y (laslio s

oslane an b (5 Sl & Ol oo O3 53 elynd &0 VA T eslis 45 Juugs
33135058 (e ludl) OBUS s Ol (L) Susl S 4 al ) 3 S oy
8055 el 55 013 sl s sl el 03,5 <3 |y ol dirws ol 48wl ol 51 sy 53

SEVAVIBIFT 5 oo cdibog oy llan ($50) s o sy soki Y0 /) e\l S sl )
el <ol S (PVEVGITY L5 Se) (S ndall dnns
2. Ignaz Goldziher, “Neuplatonische und gnostische Elemente im Hadit,” Zeitschrift fir Assyriologie und
vervandte Gebiete 22 (1909): 340.
1Syl Of gl sowl Hlael o gl,yof\)>)@:>)'.k.l§4€w RV S(la.x:..,g 4 ol 4 0pSTLY
Rubin, "Pre-Existence and Light," 72.n. 27
RALVA SRS S e f
SIS g o and @l aaadluie o g\ d.‘;‘i; (e A el e L0
cidodl oSl o paldl ulpa s dases 385 (6 SN jailasl\ ¢ bgw AVO N AAAA Y|
AY NNy

YoY

Yo | gy &gi
¥ o,led | Y0 Jlo

AFet 15 9 31,5



Yo¥

Yof | Ghagsy da
¥ o,leis | Y8 Ul

AFet 15 9 315,

ol DS ) ael gt S s tlils 5 Olnls | e

y sl dSglas aSul b S o s Ol cilises (gl Jus 53 [ o] dases Jol
REK T p

Gl )5 213 0L s Jowd Jsbo 55 ol ST ol S 0l ol yama
o k_ﬁ.)b.:ﬁ [up] Jaee L;J‘ C_'A.:ALA L: Cu\-sﬂ‘)‘-;ﬁ rJJ..A @ alises QLM.ALﬁ L;U:rLﬁ
S o oz sl b sl Gl olKauls pyghs 395 oS o

Sl s> . f

el Al cogtie i ald 5 Sl (o b el Olis adasly >l
ool olgb dald i L Ll g0 <Ot 5 0L352 (o ¢ 5 gon B ol
e O3S 455 (6l el ozl 315 OLL Olgar 3,U 5 liares & aS Ldg
odkel s sas s (sla g silel y rlalls 3155 aS Ol xSl slac,dd s
s ae e 31l 58 o S Sl &30S 5 1) 395 olSaals AL 3
oLl 53 1y 395 Olgry Cogr 5 IS 3ol g tie 305 Al 5 caS- 61
plie 40 5 0l oo 5 o dpg ol 45 lany Al 5 e 4 Glanslr

el oy 535 (03 Sls b 0L

S Slaal 0380350 b gl coaSl Sl e b Dl g 5 S Ll
sl dmslm (y9y5 il 2 gl ol 53 s s Glayg s as s
D90 350 CoaS > g Con o lesl o aS 5e aJ.»TM 65 e as
sler dble JAldaUlss Luss o il glaags Lzl a3ls)>

ey Ligls Blglar 23 e QULESS L5 plis & s oy 5 S o

95 ool sl 03ly95 55 Obledaws Aol 53 dlals jur (62505 ol Lol slas b
RV 3V S o gy Olnsd 5 (sl OV gl imy SUS, Cillses -l

By o < (rAYV 1EYIY D9l > (S) JL.:J Mses R Sl sl YO /N Ao\i.;a.&\ \_.)\:S 4JMO3| A
1Sy b ol < anSe < (GBS I
Goldziher, “Neuplatonische und gnostische Elemente im Hadith,”340. Compare Rubin, “Pre-

Existence and Light,” 80 with n. 78.



ol OS5 el S s 1l 5 Ol | e

Shee Sl a5 1S oy ne [ o] deazes Sy LS |y 395 diS 00 09,5 5
pj_fj.su_ng-J: V3 e 392 03,5 by nis Ol 51 sl aS ool Slg
S oo 535y 0ligal b Kl U el bt

G Al aS Wing Sl s g 4 yae 3805 OLaagS S10 4S 3l 4ol
Ozl (Gl 893 51 o 07 7V/3 ¥V L 53 (650 Ao cwsS sl ol Al
sl g ISl laST s A LT ande CuSie a0 (Oles o SOsl)
JBOAYY) (Gomal di s - ptused cag e H0o Olbwgl OIS as ¢ Slaw 5 Ls
bl 5 258 s il a5l lage 85U s Az 13 Gl (9551

ey C~°j§>- @ r?/\\c /é?f)b 63}3 Obj‘ O &L‘J\.\J aLs UZ" (,SL>-

adg 4l yo 55> g0 unlgds B
35 Ol Al e 55 sl o 45 Slosed 42 03 s Sl s e
H g S (Sgmal Ak cpgd Uy a5 ol (lanls Wz S LS g gl Sl
Loyl 0395 O ool (sLaolL e il pcnd 3550 53 (VEFY_VFF/3YP_YO
o godonze ol Lo el Bydss g, b 7S 2 sl ol e (20 3,8
obe 5 055 Lt S 1 01953 Rags oot 5 dles,S o)Ll asl ol cenal
(3,5 oy iy il Oliman by sl ol o5k 0 el ol b T ilesls plowil s
O el a5 45(,£)J_<g.w\o.)..id a5 Ol Gracr don 4 j3in s
215 09my Slalail juos 5 058 Ly

a8 ys ) alads G s nee oS dlal ool s, e ads casli oyl s
sl 5 Slg 3sd oo M&a\ﬂ}fjsycmb Ol 0 Foy S s

1. Rubin, “Prophets and Progenitors,” 41-65. See also Etan Kohlberg, “Some Shi'l Views on the
Antediluvian World,” Sudia Islamica 52 (1980): 41-66.
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3. Patricia Crone and Martin Hinds, God's Caliph: Religious Authority in the First Centuries of Islam
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1990), 26-28. Full translation is provided in 118f.
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1. Crone and Hinds, God's Caliph, 27.
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To continue, God ... chose Islam as His own religion and made it the religion of the
chosen ones of His creation. Then He selected messengers from among angels and
men, and He sent them with it and enjoined it upon them. So there was between
them and the nations which passed away and the generations which vanished,
generation upon generation [events of the type described in the Qur'an, but they
continued to?] call to 'that which is better and guide to a straight path. Ultimatelythe
grace of God [as manifested] in His prophethood reached Muhammad W
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2. Crone and Hinds, God’s Caliph, 118-119.
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