guolyS Ucldy QLS o ol g0
23 BCugh 9 6o G ilyS (aslow @olgr 1podlling Gl
e il

ol o | ol Lt olEsits
T e e i

| YVO_Yos |

1) Slaseia b (550 gl 5l ol (glaai ol Sl
Ahmad al-Jallad, “Valentina Grasso, Pre-Islamic Arabia: Politics, Cults and I dentities During Late Antiquity
- A Review Article”, Journal of Semitic Studies, 69:3 (2024), 687-705.
Vo 39 oods glasll g asdllan ly plaas5 35 5 oy b g il o 51 4S c( oyl ol8K213) 3yl o daen plazind ongs
o Rl ol 2 38 (693l s
Yol | yiagp dul
Voyloat | ¥8 Jlos
Vot ctiqul g (3 ool i 3l G g0l O Stagy arg ot 185 K b s 5 s (&35@«:{ s SLET oS
ool (S ol Yo 50,651 5383 (S ppnT Lol 5 ol (sl L olanly ladlas
S el ol o bl oDl s 4 s 45 0wl s> L Slaedo 53 Olig,e s 5
et 3 oKl 5 5ee ity LLE s Ay & 5y (Slodild ssbay Olizmen o 5 sla sty
Uil (5Smtir 3b & 0y5T oy (Sw)l5 8553 ool 53 ekl 48 gl Jyous 31y o 553 5 155 013 g ()
2slaza ol 5 gline (slaglil i 5 oddplonil la gy 3 clegge £35Sy ol b s o
Ol Lual 28 glblses (gl o glasyglies Ljl 48 ol 3L 58 O sy ool 55 OB aS S L
L3I Jlw aS 0y ol 3 LSl 503U 51 S5 (6oLl ol (50 €y e s s QL]
A e ) e B Ol L 33 (KT 55 gunl 8 Lzl ol gy ke 12505 & 5D
G 3] 5 b 0linls (gl mlin 1o ST L o B j3 a5 23 G S el
G ol dealdas s cowd 45 (s s 528 B o 50 Sl 8l s Bl 5l i Ol o 5] ol
LS ey S0 5 335 | S Ui 395 83,208 113 5 4SS L el sddS oy o2l 03 )0 5 Ol
o3l LTl Jrngis ool 5o s ) (S wlS eolsS (e Jaab 51 oLssS (slanadhs Ll DL 53
L lagslmestu 535 51U |y E2s Slodl g wlal GL:,« 4 arle yd el g slacdae U v.al_f—lb‘
landite ol oo LS ol il i gl § OS5l s L)) S ool ol slaegbol
ST Pl 31 oy Ol 3,0 g 55 0553 5) 5 oy ladllas L LTl oLl (sl Ol
Lisey fge Dol SIS 5 503,58 a3l 5 A on slsal ol s mlis 2 ST eddly bl
Laag las elypdas o 5T 0L o 55 B S amarlo it ¥l 5 Lo S 4 05,5356 (Lo 08U Lol Logs
5,8 515 sy ol Oliizes (glrelEus

O3 @l g6 nasS ¢ i ity (@l 31 Sy Ol Aafly oS



sl S lady QLS s g3l ygpe | S gy 5 A5

Valentina Grasso, Pre-Islamic Arabia: Politics, Cults and Identities During L ate Antiquity—A Review
Article

Ahmad Al-Jallad (Ohio State University)

Translation and Annotations: Seyed Ali Aghaei (Humboldt University, Berlin)

Abstract: Since the 21st century, and particularly over the past decade, the significance of archaeological studies in
revealing a more accurate depiction of political, cultural, social, and religious developments in late antiquity Arabia,
which ultimately culminated in the emergence of Islam, has increasingly captured historians' attention. The outcomes of
recent, ever-growing research significantly deepen our understanding of the origins and historical context of the Qur’an
and dramatically enhance our knowledge of the fundamental transformations that Islam induced in this period. However,
the diversity of topics, the volume of studies conducted, and the varied and sometimes conflicting perspectives of
contributors in this field are so vast that evaluating new findings for the uninitiated is not straightforward. This article
critically reviews one of the latest academic contributions published last year: Valentina Grasso’s monograph titled Pre-
Islamic Arabia: Politics, Cults and Identities during Late Antiquity, which draws on epigraphic, archaeological, and
literary sources to provide a comprehensive picture of pre-Isiamic Arabia from the third to the seventh centuries CE.
Ahmad Al-Jallad, a young and prolific scholar in this field, meticulously and critically examines the book’s content. He
provides a concise summary of its chapters, critiques the methodological shortcomings of the study, highlights the
author’ slapsesin referencing primary and secondary sources, and corrects her oversimplifications or misunderstandings.
Al-Jdlad’s final evaluation of Grasso's book suggests that this book could have served as a readable introduction for
audiences unfamiliar with the complex and growing body of studies in the history of pre-lslamic Arabia and the rise of
Islam had it been better grounded in primary sources and benefited from a more thorough and ethical engagement with
the secondary literature. Nevertheless, readers would still need to consult older publications to fully grasp certain
developments, theories, and perspectives of earlier contributions to the field.

Keywords: Pre-Islamic Arabia, Archaeology, Epigraphy, History of Islam, Qur'an’s Origins
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1. Valentina Grasso. 2023. Pre-Islamic Arabia: Politics, Cults and Identities during Late Antiquity.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, xi + 266 pages. |SBN: 9781009252966, Price: $110.00.
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