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Abstract

Af‘ali monotheism (based on the deeds), as one of the types of
monotheism, has multiple branches, one of the crucial being
monotheism in lordship (Rubiibiyyah), which means that after
creating the world, the complete management of it is exclusively in
the hands of God. Since the management of the world requires special
and different mechanisms, divine lordship manifests in various
branches and aspects, including lordship in governance (Wilayah),
lordship in legislation (Tashri®), lordship in obedience, lordship in
worship, and lordship in seeking help and so on.

Legislative lordship refers to law-making, while lordship in
governance and obedience refers to the promulgation and
implementation of divine legislation, which is an aspect of divine
lordship that can only be realized in a Wilayl community, through the
Imam as the divinely authorized Waly. Imam, using the tools of
governance, implements divine legislation within the Wilay1
community; thus, monotheism in legislation and monotheism in
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governance and obedience has a close relationship with a religious
government — the governance of the divinely authorized Waly — and
plays a role in realizing a Wilayl community that focuses on
preserving internal connections and negating external dependencies,
with the Imam at its center. Therefore, it can be said that the Wilayt
community, centered on the Imam, is one of the manifestations of
fulfilling the divine lordship.

The present study aims to provide a logical and coherent
explanation and analysis regarding the dimensions and aspects of the
topic, namely the foundations and characteristics of the Wilay1
community with a Qur'anic perspective, referencing the interpretive
thoughts of Avyatollah Khamenei, and to answer the following
questions: 1) What are the foundations of the Wilayr community from
Ayatollah Khamenei's viewpoint? 2) What is the relationship between
the Imam and the Islamic government in the Wilayl community? 3)
What are the characteristics of the Wilayl community in the Qur'an,
with emphasis on Ayatollah Khamenei's interpretive opinions?

The results indicated that, based on the principle of monotheism,
only God has the complete right to act in human affairs and legislate,
and He realizes this right through the formation of a Wilay1
community centered on the Imam. That is, God, in alignment with His
monotheism in lordship, grants permission to establish a religious
government to the prophets, impeccable Imams, and qualified jurists
as the Imams of the community, thereby exercising His exclusive right
in governance and Wilayah. These Imams, with divine permission,
become the center of the formation of a community referred to as the
Wilayl community.

Therefore, governance is not an intrinsic matter or a natural right
of humans; rather, it is a trust in which the right to exert influence
belongs to humans based on the consent of the original owner. Hence,
to fulfillment the actual Wilayah and the legislative authority of God,
an Islamic government centered on the Imam must be established and
accepted by the people. But who has the divine legislative permission
to establish a government? Although some believe that God has not
granted specific legislative permission to anyone and has left the
implementation of laws to the people themselves, in the interpretive
view of the Supreme Leader, God has granted specific permission to
the prophets and Imams and general permission to qualified jurists .
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The basis of this viewpoint is that the prophets, in addition to
their prophetic status, also possess the status of Imamate and Wilayah,
and God has permitted them not only to convey divine legislation to
the people but also to implement it in society. Furthermore, after the
prophets, the impeccable Imams (AS) and the qualified jurists also
hold the status of Imamate and Wilayah with divine permission.

Therefore, in Ayatollah Khamenei's interpretive perspective,
which is influenced by his belief in the dimensions of monotheism and
its connection to Wilayah, Imamate, and divine governance, the
Wilayl community is formed through the establishment of a religious
government by the divinely authorized Waly, and divine legislative
authority is exercised within it. Imam, on the one hand, is the center of
the believers' connection with each other within the Wilayl
community, and on the other hand, he is the axis of the believers'
disconnection from their enemies and the criterion for delineating
boundaries with them. Thus, in Ayatollah Khamenei's interpretive
view, the Wilayl community is characterized by three important
features: the presence of the Imam as the Waly (Leader) of the
Ummah, the preservation of internal dependencies, and the negation
of external dependencies. Therefore, viewpoints that reject a religious
government and consider religion to be separate from politics are
unable to correctly understand the foundations of the Wilayl
community.

Keywords: State Society, Characteristics, Foundations, Imam,
Ayatollah Khamene.
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