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ABSTRACT

Mulla Sadra's transcendent wisdom constitutes a comprehensive philosophical
system that establishes a coherent and rational connection among three
domains: theology, anthropology, and cosmology. Understanding one of these
domains is impossible without the others, and this interconnection allows
Mulla Sadra to present an anthropology distinct from other philosophical
schools. He draws upon his ontological principles, including the primacy of
existence, the gradation of existence, the personal unity of existence, and
substantial motion, to elucidate fundamental topics of anthropology such as the
nature of the soul, the relationship between the soul and the body, and the
interaction between the soul and its faculties. Moreover, Mulla Sadra likens
the human soul to a divine exemplar, asserting that in essence, attributes, and
actions, it resembles the Divine. He utilizes principles from his theology, such
as simplicity, comprehensiveness, and the expansiveness of existence, as well
as attributes like divine knowledge and God's agency, to articulate the
similarity between the human soul and the Divine. He characterizes humanity
as a simple, comprehensive being devoid of essence, possessing knowledge
akin to divine knowledge and the capacity for creativity. The epistemological
outcome of the relationship among theology, anthropology, and cosmology is
the theory of the perfect man, which encompasses all divine names and
attributes as well as all truths of existence. Consequently, this perfect man can
serve as God's vicegerent on Earth and act as a mediator of divine grace across
all realms of existence.
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