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A comparative study of Sincerity from the viewpoint
of Khajeh Abdullah Ansari in Manazel al-Sa'erin and
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Abstract

Sincerity is one of the prominent moral virtues of man in
Judaism and Islam. Muslim mystic Khajeh Abdullah Ansari
(391-481 AH) placed it in his book Manazel al-Sa'erin, and his
contemporary, the Jewish mystic Bahya Ben Joseph ibn
Paqiida, included it in Al-Hidayah ila fara’id al-qulib as part of
the Spiritual Journey. The findings of this library-based
research, conducted using a descriptive-analytical method,
indicate that despite sharing a common definition of sincerity,
these two mystics differ in their articulation of its details.
Khajeh considered Sincerity as the twenty-fourth step of the one
hundred steps of the Spiritual Journey towards Tawhid, while
ibn Paqiida has considered it as the fifth gate of the ten gates on
divine love. Khajah Ansari, who based his spiritual journey in
Manazel al-Sa'erin on the Quran and hadith, considers the
ultimate degree of sincerity to be based on the three levels of
those who seek liberation from action. However, Bahya, in a
more detailed and extensive explanation influenced by Islamic
sources, emphasizes the use of three sources: reason, scripture,
and tradition. He considers the attainment of perfect sincerity
to be the result of traversing ten stages and extensively analyzes
the pathology of sincere action.
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