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the Setback Notebook” by Nizar Qabbani in
Light of the Theory of Michael Riffaterre
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Abstract

According to the theory of Michael Riffaterre, the French-American critic, poetry has an
indirect action. Verifying this theory requires a different process in reading poetry. This theory
revolves around the axis of creating a semantic network, and striving to discover the nucleus
of poetry, through exploratory reading and reaching retrieval reading. As for retrospective
reading, after studying the non-grammatical elements, the reader clarifies the internal
connection of the elements of poetry, by looking at the connotations of the phrases. It helps
the reader to identify accumulated expressions and descriptive systems in obtaining
hipograms. Ultimately, these factors cause the hair's matrix or structural fabric to collapse and
absorb. This research rereads the poem “Footnotes on the Notebook of Setback” by Nizar
Qabbani, the Syrian poet, in a descriptive-analytical style, in the light of Rifatter’s theory.

An exploratory reading of this poem expresses the poet’s disappointment and sadness when
Arab countries were subjected to chaos and occupation. In critical and bitter language. As for
the retrospective reading, we identified three cumulative expressions, which are “outdated and
reactionary elements,” “disappointment and defeat,” and “the necessity of resurrection and
transformation.” The descriptive systems of poetry lie in the tragedy of the Arabs after their
defeat before the occupying enemy, and the poet depicts it in the phrases “speech without
action” and “the Arabs,” and the intention is “the present generation of Arabs.” After defining
the hippograms of the poem, we arrived at the matrix, which is the dominant meaning of the
poem, i.e. defeat and the necessity of getting up and standing.
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