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Abstract

Any behavior by any government in international relations that crystallizes in the foreign
policy of that country carries special messages, ideas and meanings that are the product
of the environmental conditions inside and outside that country. In the meantime, Turkey,
under the rule of the Justice and Development Party since 2003, has always been trying
to increase its influence and regional power in the peripheral regions, especially in the
Middle East. In this regard, following the developments of 2011 and the popular uprisings
of Arab countries in the region, within the framework of Davutoglu’s doctrine of strategic
depth; Ankara has tried to improve its position in the Middle East with several tools.
During the last two decades, the element of water and hydropolitics has become one of
the important, influential and strategic tools in the domestic issues and foreign policy of
this country, along with other tools of Turkey such as (Brotherhood ideology, military
power, energy hub, transit); Accordingly, in this article, an attempt has been made to
answer the question of what role water plays in Turkey’s regional policies in the Middle
East using descriptive-analytical methods. The hypothesis of the research emphasizes the
fact that during the last two decades, Turkey has tried using its hydro-hegemonic position
in the hydropolitics of the Middle East to use water in order to increase its internal
political authority (increasing legitimacy, food security, energy security) on the one hand,
and also, Use it as an asset, a tool, and also a strategic weapon in its foreign policies
in the Middle East, on the other hand, in order to become a regional hegemon in the
region. Therefore, some cases of using water as a weapon by Turkish leaders, regardless
of jeopardizing the environmental security of countries in the region such as the Mughan
plain in northwestern Iran, will result in acute security dimensions; In such a way that the
possibility of Baghdad’s internal and regional policies being dependent on Ankara is not
out of the question; If in the analysis of the crisis in Syria, one of the important factors of
the instability of this country can be considered the lack of access to water resources by
the rural population.
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