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Abstract

According to Robert Wuthnow, artistic and cultural movements are not a mere re-
flection of the social structure; rather, they are produced at historical milestones and
in their production process, they need sufficient resources for creation and a suitable
social environment for growth. The question raised is that what conditions have pro-
vided the necessary ground for the formation of the discourse of social commitment
in the art of the years before the Islamic revolution, and to what extent have these
works come close to the goals of this discourse? The purpose of this research is
to study the fields of social art production and its effect on the expression of artis-
tic works from the constitutional revolution to the Islamic revolution under the left
discourse. This research, in the theoretical framework of “Robert Wuthnow”, in a
library-documentary study and with a descriptive-analytical method, examines the
social and political conditions governing the time and how these conditions affect
the formation of discourse of socially committed art. The prevailing conditions of
the time, by creating a crisis in the existing order of discourse, mobilizing resourc-
es and forming interaction chains, have provided the means to produce, select and
institutionalize the discourse of social commitment in the field of art and literature.
Although, for several reasons, discourse of social commitment in pre-revolutionary
Iranian art was heavily sloganeering and politicized in its content, and in execution,
due to the lack of connection with the artistic structures of the Iranian society, avoid
being institutionalized.
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