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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

Innovation is very important in strengthening transregional networks. Innovative regional networks
Received: 20 April 2023; can establish strong connections with extra-regional networks by using the approaches of connecting
Accepted: 26 November rural areas. The unexpected situation around which this research was formed is that in the area of
2023 Semirom city, despite the many possibilities that exist for the formation of a regional innovative
Auvailable online 06 network, this region has not been able to form any network around regional innovation, including
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December 2023 the network Achieve social innovation. The purpose of this research is to examine the challenges of
social innovation networks with the approach of linking rural areas with trans-regional networks,
the main question is that the key challenges are the barriers to the creation of innovative social
networks as well as companies. What are social? This article intends to investigate the challenges of

Keywords: innovative rural networks by analyzing the qualitative content based on semi-structured interviews

Social innovation,
innovative network,

with experts in this field. The qualitative research method is exploratory based on semi-structured
interviews with local officials and experts of regional planning and rural development. In data
analysis of social analysis, research findings were presented using the qualitative content analysis of the interviews,
networks, Semirom using the MAXQDA software. The results indicate that the rural areas of Semirom have
county infrastructural, managerial and economic weaknesses and the lack of participation of the people in
the development of the village is also one of the important challenges, which is due to the distrust
of the people towards the local officials and also the tribalism in this region. Regions have been
created. In the rural areas of Semirom, it is possible to develop and create innovative social networks
by using agricultural extension engineering companies that operate under the supervision of Jihad
Keshavarzi, because they have a mechanism close to the social companies examined in theoretical
foundations.

lbels et al., 2019). Rural areas
have been relatively neglected in social innovation

1. Introduction
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The concept of social innovation has recently
gained increasing popularity, as evidenced by the
sudden emergence of articles and research centers
in this field. In fact, this term is widely used by
policymakers who encourage social innovation
(European Commission, 2020; Sinclair and
Baglioni, 2014). Social innovation is recognized
for introducing new approaches in rural
development (Bock, 2016; Christmann, 2014;
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research. However, available data indicates that
over 40% of the world's population live in rural
areas (World Bank, 2021). In Iran, according to the
2016 census by the Statistical Center of Iran, rural
population accounts for 25.9% of the total
country's population (Statistical Center of Iran,
2016). Contemporary thinking on smart rural
development continues to emphasize the
importance of intra and inter-regional
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communication in rural areas to access local
opportunities and utilize location-based assets
(Naldi et al., 2015; OECD, 2018). This is where
social innovation becomes a vital process that
supports rural communities in adapting to external
and technological changes and increasing
flexibility (Cheshire et al., 2015). Néstor Vercher
et al (2022) argue in a research titled "Developing
a Framework for Radical and Incremental Social
Innovation in Rural Areas" that public actors
should identify the various aspirations of local
actors and create conditions for the activation of the
local community. In another study entitled "Rural
Areas as a Context for Innovative Responses to
Social Challenges - the Role of Rural Social
Enterprises,” Lucas Olmedo et al (2021) argue that
rural social enterprises foster social innovation
through a combined process of local content and
contribute to the integrated development of their
locales. Based on previous research and theoretical
foundations, it can be inferred that in previous
studies on social innovation, researchers have
mainly focused on deploying innovation to better
and more creatively meet the needs of individuals
and citizens. Regarding rural social enterprises, the
main issue is the functionality of these enterprises
and the role they play in shaping social innovative
networks. The study examined the challenges to
forming social innovative networks and social
enterprises. It explored why rural areas lack
innovation networks, despite their sincerity and
closeness. The Semirom County area has resources
for innovation networks, but financial limitations
prevent their establishment. Efforts were made to
use agricultural companies and women's
cooperatives as social enterprises. Establishing
social enterprises in rural communities could
support social innovation and the region's
economic and social growth.

2. Methodology

This study is a qualitative study of an exploratory
nature based on the analysis of interview data.
Therefore, in order to identify the challenges of
regional innovative networks, with an emphasis on
the interconnection of rural areas with interregional
networks in the rural areas of Semirom County, in
the stage of data collection and presentation of
definitions and concepts, document studies were
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conducted. After that, considering the total number
of experts in the region, which consisted of about
32 individuals from private sector interactors in the
social field and managers related to the subject, 20
interviews were planned. However, theoretical
saturation occurred after the 12th interview, and to
ensure more certainty, the interviews continued
until 15. In the analysis of the information, using
qualitative content analysis of the interviews with
categorical content analysis approach, the data
were coded, axial coded, and selective coded using
MAXQDA software. The research findings were
presented and then discussed and concluded.

3. Results

In open coding, 15 interviews were done and
resulted in 87 initial codes on rural development
challenges, obstacles to rural social enterprises, and
regional innovative networks. The data were
classified and categorized into 4 themes: weak
citizen participation, weak regional infrastructure,
inefficient management, and economic weakness.
Weak regional infrastructure is a challenge in rural
development due to a lack of specialized personnel
and educational infrastructure. Weak citizen
participation is influenced by distance from district
centers, tribalism, lack of trust, and inadequate
planning. Inefficient management hinders social
enterprises, innovative networks, and rural
development.  Economic  weakness is a
characteristic of rural areas including Semirom.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

Due to the importance of social innovation
networks in the development of rural areas, this
research investigates the challenges of social
innovation networks in rural areas of Semirom
County. Based on the existing theoretical
foundations obtained from documentary and
library studies, characteristics were identified for
rural areas, including: rural areas have less
participation due to population dispersion, there is
a lack of public services in these areas, and limited
economic development is another factor hindering
rural development. The role of social enterprises
was also examined in the theoretical foundations.
The challenges of rural communication and
transregional networks in Semirom County cannot
be ignored. This study examines the importance of
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regional social innovation as an approach to
address these challenges. The findings show that a
participatory approach between rural communities,
regional authorities, and stakeholders can enhance
regional social innovation, leading to effective
networking and development. However, to achieve
a sustainable and widespread approach to
connectivity in rural areas, various obstacles such
as limited financial resources and low
technological advancements need to be overcome.
Therefore, this research recommends that
policymakers and regional authorities prioritize
social innovation and support communities and
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organizations (such as technical and agricultural
engineering companies, rural cooperatives, rural
municipalities, and other rural institutions) that
work towards creating social and economic
opportunities in rural areas.
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