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Abstract

Khoy county, as one of the archeological fields of Iran, has been one of the most
important centers for the presence of human societies, and the process of formation of
ancient societies from prehistoric to historical and Islamic eras is quite obvious and can
be explored. One of the landmarks of this city is Shams Tabrizi, which is located in the
northwest of Khoy county between Rabat neighborhood and Imamzadeh neighborhood,
and on its southern front, there is a monument called Shams Tabrizi minaret. This area
was excavated in 2007, in 2018, with the aim of studying the layers and archaeological
deposits and being aware of the existence of cultural periods, by creating 3 boreholes in
the northern and eastern parts. This research is the result of studying the pottery data of
the mentioned area. Accordingly, the main question of this research is posed as follows;
Given the diversity of pottery species and their adaptation to other sites, what cultural
periods does the site chronology include? Findings of this study; The pottery of this area
is classified into two main groups of glazed pottery (monochrome pottery, multicolor
painting on glaze and painting under glaze and Esgrafiato) and unglazed (molded and
ordinary pottery) based on the typology of pottery. And their adaptation to other areas
should be said; Shams Tabrizi Khoy area is a settlement belonging to the Middle Ages
to the late Islamic period. The peak of prosperity of this area was related to the Middle
Islamic centuries and it should also be noted that the pottery index species show close
similarities with other centers in the northwest and west. It indicates the existence of an
extensive communication and cultural network in the region, and historical texts and
travelogues reinforce this conclusion.
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Introduction

The city of Khoy has been an important gateway and a crossroads for trade in distant
and nearby lands. This area, due to its location in communication centers, connects
to the Urmia Lake basin on one side, the southern Caucasus region on the other side,
and the eastern Anatolia, making it strategically important for prehistoric societies and
significant in studies related to the formation of societies. The region’s archaeological
explorations indicate that the oldest settlements in the area date back to the late Neolithic
period (sixth millennium BCE). The environmental and biological components of the
region have created favorable conditions for permanent and temporary settlements in
various cultural periods, playing a very important role throughout history. Despite its
great importance in Iranian archaeology, this region has received less attention. However,
archaeological findings and historical documents attest to the significance of this region
in cultural periods. In the field of archaeology, ceramic findings in the stratigraphy of
sites and the study of cultural changes are of great importance. Systematic research
on the types of ceramics in the Shams Tabrizi Khoy area is no exception to this rule.
Given the lack of attention to this site in Iranian archaeology studies, it is necessary to
investigate and study these data, as archaeological findings and historical documents
indicate the importance of this region in cultural periods. The study of ceramic typology
in this region is essential for understanding the prosperity and decline of the city, as well
as cultural and trade relations with neighboring regions. Therefore, the main objective
of this research is to study the Islamic period ceramics of this site, their typology, and
relative stratigraphy. In the study of ceramics resulting from excavation and considering
the type of data, the following questions are raised: 1) Which areas have similarities with
the incised ceramics in this site? 2) Which regions have similarities with the turquoise-
black ink ceramics of this site? 3) Based on the comparative study of ceramic types,
what are the fundamental steps in understanding the prosperity and decline of the city

and its cultural and trade relations with neighboring regions?

The Text of the Article

The Shams Tabrizi complex is located in the northwest of the city of Khoy, situated
between the Rabat and Imamzadeh neighborhoods. Three trenches were created in
the north and east fronts of the complex for identifying layers and accessing cultural
deposits. Regarding the typology of ceramics in the Shams Tabrizi complex and their
similarities with other complexes, it can be said that similar ceramics have been found
in regions such as Rey, Sultaniyeh, Saveh, Sultanabad, Kashan, Hamadan, Bojnourd,
Agkand, Yazkand, Sultaniyeh, Sheikh Tappeh in Urmia, and others. Khoy was part of the
Seljuk territories, especially under the Seljuk Rum branch, due to its strategic location
on the trade route between the East and West. During the reign of Sultan Sanjar Seljuki,
he appointed Khoy as a peer to Rey and considered Khoy and Rey as part of his special

territories. The similarity of ceramic types with Rey is evidence of this statement. After
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flourishing during the Seljuk era and suffering damage during the Mongol invasions,
especially in 628 AH, Khoy gradually regained its prosperity during the Ilkhanid period.
Ceramics from the Ilkhanid period have been found in this complex, comparable to
complexes of that time. In the Safavid era, Khoy gained attention from Shah Ismail I,
who chose it as his winter capital. Historical sources indicate that Islamic historians
attribute Khoy’s prosperity and fame to the middle centuries, particularly the 5th to 8th
centuries AH. Ceramics from this period show undeniable similarities with complexes
in eastern, western, and central Iran, likely due to cultural, economic, and trade
exchanges between Khoy and those centers. Key ceramic types in this complex include
multicolored underglaze, simple turquoise glazed ceramics, red and beige ceramics
with black, blue, and purple patterns under and over turquoise and white glazes, orange
and reddish ceramics with black patterns under yellow, turquoise, white, and aubergine
glazes, orange ceramics with black and crackled (sgraffito) patterns under turquoise

glazes, and unglazed ceramics.

Conclusion
Based on the archacological studies and historical texts such as Ibn Hawqal, Masudi,
Hamawi, and Emad al-Din Zakariya, Khoy has been a prosperous city during the Islamic
period, especially from the 5% to the 8 centuries AD, due to its location on the East-
West trade route. The pottery collection unearthed from the archacological excavations
of the Shams Tabrizi area also indicates that this region had cultural, commercial, and
economic interactions with other centers during that time, reaching its peak during the
Seljuk and Safavid periods. However, due to political and historical events, especially
during the Ilkhanid and Safavid periods, all its cultural achievements were destroyed
by invaders such as the Mongols and Ottomans (during the reign of Suleiman, Murad
II1, and Murad IV). Nevertheless, it has managed to regain its dynamism and greatness.
In this regard, the Shams Tabrizi area in Khoy is one of the prominent Islamic
settlements in the region, possessing valuable cultural data, including diverse pottery
artifacts. These pottery artifacts, classified based on comparative typology, belong to the
Middle to Late Islamic periods and are divided into two main groups: glazed and unglazed
pottery. The unglazed pottery consists of molded pottery and ordinary pottery, while the
glazed pottery includes single-colored glaze, multi-colored glaze, overglaze painting,
underglaze painting, and sgraffito. Due to the diversity of pottery types in terms of form,
they mostly consist of various pottery bowls, and in terms of technique and decoration,
they include distinctive types such as sgraffito, molded pottery, underglaze painting,
and overglaze painting. Therefore, it can be said that pottery known as sgraffito in other
regions such as Agkand, Yazkand, Sultaniyeh, Sheikh Tappeh in Urmia, Hamadan,
Kangavar, Tag-e Bostan, and Takht-e Soleiman, has been obtained, and in terms of
style and technique, there are similarities between the turquoise pottery of this area and

other regions in some cases. Similar turquoise pottery from this area has been obtained
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in Sultanabad, Kashan, Sultaniyeh, Hamadan, Bojnourd, and other regions, and can be
compared to them in this respect. The results of the study of different types of pottery
in the Shams Tabrizi area indicate that the pottery of this area mainly belongs to the

Middle Islamic periods.
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Map. 1: The location of West Azerbaijan Province and Khoy County (Maddi, 2020: 91).
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Fig. 1: The location of Shams Tabrizi area on a satellite image (Google Earth).
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Fig. 4: Northern location of the speculated area in Shams Tabrizi (Authors, 2018).
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Fig. 6: View of the southern location of the Loci of Speculation 1 (Authors, 2018).
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Fig. 7: Cross-section of the northern wall of Locus 1 (Authors, 2018).
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Fig. 8: Position of Loci of Speculation 2, wall of Locus 2 (Authors, 2018).
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Fig. 9: Cross-section of the northern, view from the west (Authors, 2018).
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Fig. 10: Southern location of Loci of Speculation 3 (Authors, 2018).

N el Sl o g e
T ——

LOYAY (B3 5) ¥ LS Jlos 3yl50 [ogs 13 yguas
Fig. 11: Cross-section of the northern wall of Locus 3 (Authors, 2018).




| YVY | RV PR

abg>eo 31 ol Cuwddy (L Jlaw
3L gl aid o b Jliw wlastive 45 py8 10 45k 1o 40 ol cawd s sla Jlaw
S (B0 53 WA (i diwd O Jgda o abgae sla Jlaw (idofy b iy Clo>
Jy dumlio 3y50 Lindbogzmo 5 S L Lyl 4yline (sl digas 5 55liSguyls dla Jlinw colasinn

LOYAY B3 85) (G505 oy Abgoxe (5l Jliws glgi 1) Jgin
Tab. 1: Types of ceramics in the Shams Tabrizi area (Authors, 2018).
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Tab. 2: Pea-colored ceramics of the area (Authors, 2018).
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Tab. 3: Pea-colored ceramics of the area (Authors, 2018).
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Tab. 4: Multi-colored ceramics of the area (Authors, 2018).
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Tab. 5: Simple glazed ceramics of the area (Authors, 2018).

SIS, @,
(Y AT o, am 5 o) | 3 AV )5
\
.(/\\‘ :OLQA) L A=Y u,s Y

[YESCE. W uLsJ)_:) (y@‘ﬁu‘) ZMM LS])L’ 9)-0)3 Lg_:) M)]Jul..s.] L;LQ:LJLO_.» -0
3)9_'> (5’J3.L>) Sewmd . (s 50 u9)$ a d'l*‘“" oJ..o]J.o&du u.wl.u.uéuafg douslio u.ul.wl);
3529 3l Ol B9 S 9 Pinte Olste b rE 9 pE e (Simpd- ldlee
ol GirynS g 6 935 ccaS ceadS S Wb teansly (LSS w]) 0uS s dilews jguas
L (Boxdas 890 4o gate B9y s lie)d (Fr)lor) aig) o o ds 039> (ol Bias 9 ppe
el ool Cowdds ounle slaz )b U s S5y ool Jlaw elahb (Lol o,
o lons ey ot 8y y8kio (claoyso s dlsl y9y3 3l ccgyls oyl (Schnyder, 1968: 194)
E5-5 (M AYAZ hlon 5 (bl ) 358 0 3y ) ol epf sz g e b 35
Sl odtas B0y L cewl 0390 i ;500 (Lo du cuns abbogre (il 55 WSl ola Jlaw
(i 9 Silge (S (RS (sla i ol out oz b (StoplB Ly a5 005 jus
‘)?'“’Lf 0400 wdid XSS LSLQC)J" 9 Lsg')i.t) 9 L5—>‘9:° Jo9..‘a_> ‘u_a»l,o dsbe u_a‘yb gy

9 L5—~" gggu.m URg L;l)b 9 )_n)_e 9 (0920 gg_")dg XY Cowddy dl.mdd.&.ll.é.w dzlad -5
(Vg dad (ol 3o 9,8 e (3laito g ditans b 9 (Slojoyad L) 59y 9 oy et

J9ia) st (gymib g ol ol el g (50,)b Sy a0 odel cowd s (slaaidliw axkad -
(A
(_Jsb) A (3.0 9 A u)_9 4 O’l’“" ‘)LO.MJ d9)_|o L)"" BUCEIWE.) U.Jl?m)l.’ 9 Jdudw ‘L5‘°)5)'*'9
(2

Plalye (LhSl) 8sSy (Site (585 IS 5 (20l Sy sl asliw ashal -
(Vo Jgas) s . 3o A o V 0y 8 o slaie  Jlaw Bgyp b ol Lo (glojgyud

eLad 8555 .ol 00) B Jlaw aalad jlan ¢ £ L8 8505 S5z ol colad o (sl Sl =Ve
Jg..\_'>) S} .25 Lo 05)_9 4 OJMB W»‘).A_w 4 J_:Lo (89950 &_») 4o oJ..pTu.w.)A;
Cawdds 30 dsllalu ol g yo golussicaw! . 3.25 U ¥ laodw 4 d_bmﬂw 4S



0 | s s | 19 Bl | iy iy e | Y8 ||

OV (GBI S) db goo 5iST 2i5 gyl g 30,8 Ky b Yool sl Jlaw 5 Jgdn
Tab. 6: Red glazed ceramics with incised patterns of the area (Authors, 2018).
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Table 7: Pea and red-colored ceramics with black, blue, and purple patterns under and over turquoise and white
glaze (Authors, 2018)
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Tab. 8: Orange-colored ceramics with blue and milky glaze (Authors, 2018).
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Tab. 9: Pea and orange-colored ceramics(Authors, 2018).
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Tab. 10: Orange-colored ceramics with black and incised patterns (Sgraffito), (Authors, 2018).
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Tab. 11: Unglazed ceramics (Authors, 2018).
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