Motaleat-e Bastanshenasi-e Parseh (MBP)
Il Vol. 7 Il No. 26 | Winter 2024 |

P. ISSN: 2645-5048 & E. ISSN: 2645-5706

Journal Homepage: http://journal.richt.ir/mbp/

°

An Approach to Reading Components of Taq Bostan
Cultural Landscape

Maliheh Mehdi Abadi'; Ali Zamanifard?;
Sayed Abdulazim Amir Shahkarami®

Type of Article: Research

Pp: 145-176

Received: 2022/02/03; Accepted: 2022/08/17
42 https://dx.doi.org/10.22034/PJAS.7.25.145

Abstract

One of the important criteria of registration in the World Heritage List is the cultural
landscape, which deals with the preservation and restoration of natural, tangible and
intangible cultural elements of historical sites with a holistic and pragmatic approach.
The arcs of Taq Bostan have been registered as a national site in the temporary world
heritage list, but unfortunately, in recent years, we have seen physical changes in its
historical and natural elements. The dissociation between the works and nature causes
loss of the original nature of the site and leads to its further destruction. Considering that
the cultural landscape is tantamount to interaction between humans and the nature, the
historical works of Taq Bostan have turned the site into an element capable of creating
cultural landscape. This study has been conducted through the archive, text studies and
survey on the site, Taq Bostan. This research has tried to highlight the necessity of a
comprehensive look at the protection and restoration of this historical work and seeks to
prove the hypothesis that the arches of Taq Bostan are only one work. It is not historical
and archeological, but a cultural landscape. The method of this descriptive-analytical
research is based on data collected from documentary, library, survey and experience
working in the site. Among the questions that are answered in this research; mention can
be made of the following: 1. What are the criteria of cultural landscape? 2. What are the
elements of Taq Bostan cultural landscape? The result of the research shows; based on
the global elements, Taq Bostan has the criteria of a cultural landscape with natural and
human components in tangible and intangible forms and has all the effective objective
and subjective factors in the formation of the cultural landscape; and contrary to popular
belief, Sasanian reliefs are not the only factor in creating this cultural landscape; rather,

o the components of Taq Bostan’s cultural; s cultural landscape are a combination of
natural and cultural modules that are intertwined and inseparable throughout history.
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Introduction

The rock art of Taq Bostan is one of the most important works of the Sassanid era and
has been nominated for registration in the world heritage (WHC UNESCO, 2021). The
importance of the Sassanid sculptures of the Bostan Arch, especially its large arch, in
terms of the elegance in the execution of relief motifs, their narrative style, the depiction
of artificial and sacred hunting grounds, are cited by researchers such as Pope in the
1920s, Hertzfeld 1940, Vandenberg 1956, Girshman 1962, Godar 1965 and Kristen
Sen 1384 and Tanabe 1983. The deer hunting panel of this arch is unique and there
is no equivalent in Sasanian art (Compareti, 2016: 5). Also, due to the uniqueness of
these motifs, it is always used in identification of fabrics (Hertsfeld, 1940; Raami, 2012;
Herman, 2008; Harper 1999) and musical instruments of the Sassanid period (Farmer,
2017; Christine Sen, 1935) have been effective. These works have a deep connection
with literature and popular culture, including Nezami’s &quot;Khosrow &amp; Shirin
(Khamse Nizami, 6th century p. 30) and &quot;Shirin &amp; Farhad in Kurdish&quot;.

Considering the unbreakable link between history and nature and the opinions and
beliefs of the people about Taq Bostan, it is assumed that the arches in Taq Bostan are not
just a historical and archeological site and it is necessary to maintain strong relationship
between the nature and ancient works; moreover social interactions that govern them
should be taken into account. In other words this area is a cultural landscape and
interference in each of these components should be done according to its impacts on the
other component. For example, it may be effective to intervene in the seams and cracks
of the rocks of the arches, to prevent infiltrating water from decreasing or increasing
or even drying up the springs. The springs have played an essential role (naturally and
culturally) in creating reliefs that if removed, part of the historical and natural values of
this area will be lost. This research aims to know the criteria for determining the natural
and historical components of Taq Bostan based on the theories presented in the field
of cultural landscape in order to remind the necessity of a comprehensive view, as it is
proposed in cultural landscapes, in the protection and restoration of this historical work.
It is hoped that this research will lead to reconsideration of some JOZINEGARANEH
decisions and attitudes that govern this area. In the meantime this research only
emphasizes on proving the cultural landscape of Taq Bostan site.

Based on global standards archaeological and historical evidence (Canepa, 2018;
Ghobadi, etal 2014; Hojabri and Mir Qadri, 2016; Kambakhshfard 1348; Rahbar, 2010)
is a historical and natural environment that human interaction with the environment
covers from the Middle Paleolithic period to the present day. This area was formed in
different periods based on more or less different cultural mindsets (Parthian, Sassanid,
Islamic ideas). Knowing the cultural and historical components of Taq Bostan is a
research necessity that has not been addressed so far; because the documents (Ministry
of Housing and Urban Development, 2002, Schmidt, 2016) show that this area is
undergoing physical and intangible changes that have threatened some of its natural,
historical and cultural values; therefore, it is necessary to recognize this collection
as a cultural landscape. This research, with descriptive-analytical method and based
on data collection from documentary sources, library and field observations, tries to
answer the following questions: What are the criteria of cultural landscape? What are
the elements or components of Taq Bostan cultural landscape? What is the cultural
landscape?

Cultural landscape is the outcome of interaction between human and the environment.
(Sauer, 1925). According to Tyler, since cultural landscapes are a document of past and
present actions, they are an embodiment of physical changes, which in turn reflect the
evolving attitudes towards the landscape. They represent our material and social history,
with the help of which we can easily relate inherited values (Taylor, 2011: 3).
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According to the initial theories, natural conditions have had a major impact on the
creation of cultural landscapes; so that people have changed the natural conditions of
their environment based on their material and spiritual needs and under the influence of
their culture.

Newer theories have discussed the interaction between humans and the environment
and have come to the conclusion that humans choose and change the environment
according to their mental thoughts, and every changed environment is not necessarily a
cultural landscape.

Therefore, the cultural landscape of every society is formed based on its nature
and culture. According to Canepa, the cultural landscape of Iran was created based
on the relationship between the conceptual world and the physical world that exists in
some Iranian religions (Canepa, 2018:1), so choosing a place to create works (current
historical works), including campuses and hunting grounds and the rock art has a deep
connection between the religion, beliefs and mentality of Iranians about the world and
its nature, and the choice of natural places to create art is not accidental.

Natural and cultural components of Taq Bostan Mountains, topography of the
earth, water in the form of springs and rivers, plains, and plants and animals in whose
creation humans did not have a part are considered natural components. In Taq Bostan,
the elements of mountain, water and plain are considered the most important natural
factors. These components, along with works created by people who lived in different
historical periods, have formed the historical and cultural components of Taq Bostan.
These historical and cultural components include: prehistoric sites of Taq Bostan, Parti
cemetery and village, Khosrow’s hunting ground, Sasanian rock artefacts of Taq Bostan.
In each of these components, he observed the mutual influence of nature and human
interaction with concrete examples. For instance, topography, as a natural component,
plays a significant role in the formation of the historical and cultural components of
the pre-history of Taq Bostan Western Park (Hojabri and Mir Qadri, 2016: 22). The
homogeneity of the mountain and the spring has been effective in the creation of relief
motifs and the arches of Taq Bostan, because it had the characteristics of the sacred
mountain in the eyes of the Sasanians. There should be a bubbling spring next to it,
and the light cleanses the body of water and the mountain from the contamination of
the devil (Qureshi, 1380: 174). Intangible components derived from people&#39;s
mentality and including activities, historical and symbolic functions, cultural customs,
traditions, monuments, folk stories and cultural references such as the story of Shirin
&amp; Farhad, the story of the old tree of the Bostan Arch and healing from the horse
statue inside the large arch and the bust of Khosrow II (Naseruddin Shah, 1287: 69;
Khadi 1385, July).

Conclusion

Archaeological evidences show that the interaction between man and nature in Taq
Bostan is a multi-thousand-year interaction (from the Middle Paleolithic until now).
The favorable environment provided by nature to humans, such as mountains, springs,
and plant and animal filled plains as well as the strategic location of the region in terms
of history (on the way to Babylon and close to the well-known inscription of Darius in
Bistoon) created this long-term interaction.

But what is popular among people now as the identity and historical character of
Taq Bostan is related to the Sassanid and Qajar periods. The relationship between the
conceptual world and the objective world of the Iranian cultural landscape; and the choice
of the workplace is in connection between religion, beliefs and mentality of Iranians
about the world and nature. The investigations carried out in this research showed (tables
3 and 4) that based on global standards in the field of cultural landscape, Taq Bostan
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has the characteristics of a cultural landscape with natural and human components in
tangible and intangible forms, and all the effective factors in its formation are objective
and there is an existing mentality, such as the use of the natural potential and topography
of the region, including permanent springs and rivers, which caused the existence and
instead of the material elements of prehistoric humans in the West Park and Murad Hill
areas, it shows the evolution of the society from the criteria of the cultural landscape.

The remaining cities and cemeteries and the Parthian and later periods also depict the
course of historical development and society, as well as the beliefs and attitudes of the
material and non-material world in accordance with the objective and subjective criteria
of the cultural landscape.

The reliefs and Khosrow’s hunting ground also indicate the ideas of the Sassanid
period. According to Sasanian religious beliefs, the Sasanian king was of the opinion
that every action in the Minoan world is done by Ahura Mazda, in the non-Minoan
world it is done by the king. Ahuramazda’s goal was to return the world to the light
and prosperity before the demonic attack. For this reason, the Sassanid king also tried
to create a heavenly paradise in a dry and barren land (a symbol of Ahriman’s wrath).
Make the land fertile with the help of natural elements of water and soil. According to
the Sasanians, a good king was a good gardener; Therefore, gardens and campuses like
Taq Bostan are political announcements that confirmed the legitimacy of the Shah’s
government.

Therefore, the components of Taq Bostan cultural landscape are a combination
of natural, cultural and social components that are linked and inseparable over time.
These components are based on the theories and criteria of the cultural landscape,
the interaction between man and nature, and the collective historical results that have
ecological and geographical characteristics. According to the mentality of the people
living in them, they have found identity and personality and have aesthetic and cultural
values. A symbolic place is one of the basic elements of heritage and has a common
relationship between identity, memory, and heritage. At the same time, they represent
the evolution of human societies. Natural and social environment and economy This
landscape is effective on the process of human evolution and has emotional and spiritual
meanings.

Taq Bostan has the objective and subjective criteria of a cultural landscape, and these
criteria should be taken into account in all actions taken or in the future plans of the
site, and any interference and possession should be applied with regard to preserving
the entirety of this cultural landscape; Otherwise, the destruction of these works will be
imagined in the not-too-distant future.
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Fig. 2: Aerial photo of the current situation of Taq-
Bostan region in 2021 (www.googlemaps.com).

[P = m——" p—— () g e
: N , 1 sty ik 53, 0

Lol BU (Sinyd @lyno sk g (IYDF y5iaS gylopdiis
Fig. 1: Aerial photo of Taq-Bostan area, 1977 (National
Cartographic Center of Iran).
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Plan. 2: Showing the interventions carried out during
1987 in the Taq Bostan protected area, on the map of the
protected area of 1974 (Taq Bostan research base: 1987).
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Plan. 1: Taq Bostan protection zone and the limits of his
intervention in 1974 (National registration file: 1974).
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Fig. 3: The juxtaposition of mountains and water in the natural landscape of Taq Bostan (Mehdiabadi, 2020).
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Fig. 4: Geological map of Kermanshah (Source: www.gsi.ir).
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Fig. 5: The Jar-burials of Parthian periode in Taq-Bostan (The center of documentation of Institute of cultural
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Fig. 6: Remains of Parti village structures (The center of documentation of Institute of cultural heritage, Tourism
and handicraft, 1969).
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Fig. 7: The area known as Khosrow’s hunting ground (Taq Bostan research base: 2003).
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edu).
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Fig. 9: An overview of Taq-Bostan rock works (Mehdiabadi, 2006).
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Fig. 10: Khosrow’s coronation scene (Mehdiabadi, 2020).
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Fig. 12: Scene of deer hunting (Mehdiabadi, 2020).  Fig. 11: The horseman of Taq Bostan (Mehdiabadi,
2020).
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Fig. 13: The ancient tree of Taq Bostan is attributed to Shirin tree (Mehdiabadi, 2020).
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Fig. 14: Khosrow’s bust in front of the Taq-Bostan, which has been transferred to the Taq-Bostan Rock Museum
(The Society for Neu Eastern Studies in Japan, 1983 & Mehdiabadi, 2020).
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Fig. 16: The northeast view after the construction of the
Masoudiya mansion (https://cdn.nody.ir/).
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Fig. 18: Current status of the northeast side
(Mehdiabadi, 2020).
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Fig. 15: The northeast view of Taq Bostan in Flandin’s
graver before the construction of the Masoudiya
mansion (Flandin, 1841).
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Fig. 17: Qajar bas-relief of great arch image of

Mohammad Ali Mirza Dolatshah and his sons
(Mehdiabadi, 2020).
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Tab. 3: The influence of natural components in the creation of cultural components( Mehdiabadi, 2020).

(S — (SR y8 (sl §laaae
b il 1
8393 B g 551, o (olmolSiioSias

(Sgoehe

cu.’l_wl.m 3)9.) d;bw).));

SIEL 9 s5y9liS

2 b - e (aadlse
i

CrE 9 3y—b sraSilbg e

5 agse 095 (b3 sl

oyl ilio panee s

€ 9 (Srd Sdads de s

BU ) etz 5 Gl gl

Sradlzo
b

(=i Bl s
JB c09§

TS PP 3 PE R
P & > ‘-J.A‘ &

4_31559) ‘L.L>9§ 9 L.f))__: <\>L)J 9 43].5-.)9)
4%li)> 5 Gy o «ﬁa?JS»
Sl 3l

SliwnsS Lol glomgl Lyl

cwlb— Jol
9 u—l"“’“ L"’9]9)
Lo

g9)_m$ olf)&_.&(} 5 ui ol_fo).fés
o2l (gl nggh blie ol
S Jgabd )

9 olals yids
SHPl

9 iy Sllges g pld hyg, &lyo 9 gl g )lie

23 9 (o (5LyLxo (piluolyy Gl BU 3 392 50 (Bid ) (sallse -
bt b oanbo b (40,8 a5 (5 Bile Baal x5y o bl slaclad de goxo
Dy e Jol ) (Sampd sladilio g5 indy e laatuls G gl glusl (S
S e adlse conl Gusalali g Gugele s 93 Jalis cagmme g gl (o Joles o1
s crdled 8o gyl Jolis o ogalols 5 gale Slyno 5ol Ly i 3 0 05l B,

(¥ dgia) el Slise g cogn canaly JolSs

ECEE e
Wyl A Lolss i 3 5 Cennabs g )] Lol &S 3l Lt _aslioliols daly
o3l Ll ) Lazs | 3 Cneds 45 (1o yiams ensl (09555 Sleo Siasainyl 5o 5
Lloda dihaie g0yl camdao i ob (0l 5 Lol 3l coid ot 05510k
Jolos (ol (ygimnn 30 [ivgoylo sl s dsS au  SO035 9 ol 4o o)l oly yuw 1) (S0,
Qs 36 (50l cunass g coga plyied 09iST an ol el sl 0355 3l |y de SYb
awl gl B g slole clroygd au bgse olo zlgy poyo oy 50

o sl g ¢ Sl (Sanyd e JiSits Jole (s olaz 5 osrie 0o o b
sl gy -l coxnb 5 gl 5l bl coind 5 Laysb (s o aes bLs)l 5o U]
it 355> 15 Sl cslayline ol 45 (¥ 5 ¥ Jslas) ooyl oy ol 3 odisplool
oty il g (anb sloadlie L (Simyd ylate SO (slayline bl ol 36« Sind



S| ABY [t e e s s eleens b |

A Fo0 e gLl sugen) (S ylane slodyylai b Gaalas g ol B (a3 9 (ue) (Skyd slaila ¥ Sy

Tab.4: Cultural components (objective and subjective) of Taq Bostan and matching with the theories of cultural landscape

(Mehdiabadi, 2020).
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