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Abstract

In today's design landscape, there is a growing emphasis on developing products that deeply resonate with users' cultural heritage
and emotional preferences. In a globalized wotld, cultures seck to distinguish themselves locally and globally by drawing on their
cultural roots while ensuring the enduring relevance of their designs. A civilization's cultural essence is often reflected in artifacts
that have survived from the past. Iran boasts a rich collection of culturally significant artifacts that inspire designers in shaping
forms. This study focuses on a dragon-themed candlestick from the Timurid period to explore the intellectual foundations of
the designer, potentially influencing contemporary design practices.

The research methodology employed is descriptive-analytical, with data collected and analyzed through a literature review and a
detailed examination of the candlestick's form and decorations. The design of the candlestick is assessed within the philosophical
framework of light put forth by Sheikh Eshraq and Suhrawardi. The prevailing philosophical perspectives of the era, particularly
regarding the concept of light, are also examined. The intricate forms and motifs of the Timurid petiod are rooted in a mystical
geometry characterized by circles and radial lines, aiding in the understanding of the mystical concept of light. The findings
emphasize the importance for designers to delve into the profound intellectual heritage that has transcended time. By integrating
this knowledge with an understanding of the uset's cultural background and the intended function of the product, designers can
establish a deeper connection with users. The amalgamation of two intertwined dragons, each with an open mouth holding
candles, and a serpentine-shaped crown or horn atop each dragon's head conveys vatious concepts, such as a demonic entity
breathing fire and captivating viewers with its fiery gaze, the fusion of Iranian and Chinese cultures and myths, and the union of
the earthly dragon with its celestial counterpart, among other symbols.

By drawing on the sophisticated geometric principles traditionally utilized by Iranian Muslim artists and revisiting the intellectual
philosophy behind past creative endeavors, designers can convey these values in a manner that resonates with modern users,
distinguishing Iranian designers in art and industry. Reflecting on the rationale behind forms and decorative motifs across artistic
and industrial domains enables Iranian designers to offer valuable solutions for creating product forms that align with users'
cultural sensibilities.
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Introduction

The Iranian artist-craftsman imbues products with Iranian-Islamic ideology and culture. Historically, Iranians designed products
with these features, but contemporary designs often include universal symbols and motifs, impacting how messages and aesthetic
values are perceived in the target society (Nedaeifard, 2008, p. 96). The key question is how designers can create products that
reflect Iranian society's culture and ideologies while resonating with the audience. Exploring historical artists and craftsmen's
creations can help understand Iranian design characteristics. Integrating cultural elements into design not only adapts

technologies to suit the social context better but also fosters innovation (Moalosi et al, 2005, p. 2).

This study focuses on a candlestick from the Timurid period, known for the migration of artists to Samarkand, leading to artistic
knowledge exchange and the flourishing of metalworking art in the capital. Towards the end of this period, double-headed
candlesticks, particularly with dragon heads and incomplete cone bases, became popular in Iran (Sarvestani & Shokrpour, 2015,
p- 21). Slim candlesticks with smaller diametets replaced bulky ones, often shaped like animal heads, exuding elegance and beauty
(Fardpour, 2012, p. 100). Zekavat (2021) notes that candlesticks in Tahmasbi’s Shahnameh had wide, robust bodies with circular
cross-sections. Mortazavi and Gholinejad (2009) identified broad shoulders and incomplete cone-shaped bodies as defining
features of Timurid period candlesticks. This study delves into the dragon candlestick's decorative motifs and form, drawing on
Suhrawardi's Philosophy of lllumination.

1. Materials and Methods
This research used an analytical-descriptive method to examine the dragon candlestick from David’s art collection in Denmark,
considering its attributes from the Timurid period and intended function. Qualitative data were collected through a literature
review, sample study, and analyzed qualitatively, alongside an analysis based on Suhrawardi's Illumination Philosophy to explore
the dragon candlestick's form and decorations.

2. Dragon Bronze Candlestick
Metal objects have endured better than delicate artifacts due to their durability. Bronze and brass items have been meticulously
preserved, often bearing the artist’s identification number, creation date, or the name and title of the work’s owner, serving as
evidence for scholarly examination (Pope & Ackerman, 2009, p. 2872). Candlesticks, a significant subset of these preserved objects,
were typically made of bronze and brass with silver-plated decorations duting the Timurid period (Fardpour, 2012, p. 99) (Fig. 1).

3. Light in the Philosophy of Sheikh Eshraq

Sheikh Shahab al-Din Suhravardi established Hikmat Ishraqi, drawing from various philosophical traditions such as Masha’ian
wisdom, Plato’s philosophy, Khosravani wisdom, and Islamic philosophy to expound his ideas inspired by verse 35 of Surah
Noor (Mohammadi vayghani, 2007, p. 18, 46, 78). According to Suhravardi, light is a pervasive force influencing existence and
knowledge across all levels, affecting the wotld's otigins and conclusions as well as humanity's happiness and well-being (Razi,
2003, p. 97). He posits that the entire realm of existence emerges from light. Suhravardi’s concept of the religion of light and
darkness serves as a potent allegory in philosophy, akin to ancient dualistic myths of good and evil. He defines darkness as the
absence of light, emphasizing that anything lacking illumination is considered darkness (Nur Bakhsh, 2013, p. 58).

Building on these foundations, Suhravardi’s Eshraqi Wisdom gained widespread influence during the 8th and 9th centuries A.H.,
fostering connections among mystics, craftsmen, artists, and intellectuals. Suhravardi integrated astronomical principles into his
illuminative theoties, often referencing celestial luminosity, especially the sun and moon (Mohammadi vayghani, 2007, p. 110).
In astronomy, the Arabic term “Jawzhar,” meaning “dragon’s head, body, and tail,” is commonly mentioned. It does not refer
to a specific constellation but denotes the moon's intersections with the zodiacal circle. The northern point ot node is termed

the “dragon’s head” symbolized by 63, while the southern point ot node is the “dragon’s tail” represented by € (Fig. 2)

(Rezazadeh, 2017, p. 64-68). The astronomical symbol of the dragon’s tail (£3) resembles the dragon candlestick's shape. The
candlestick serves as a source of illumination featuring two flames dispersing light. The dragons on the candlestick symbolize an
ongoing effort to engulf light, leading to lunar and solar eclipses within the candlestick. The dual branches symbolize various
dualities in the wisdom of illumination and contrast between brilliance and darkness portrayed in the dragon candlestick.

4. Analysis of Candlestick Form

The Timurid forms and motifs are based on geometric principles, featuring intricate circles and radial lines that convey the
mystical concept of light. Geometty, as emphasized by Plato and Sheikh Eshraq, serves as the fundamental mode of
philosophical expression (Rozbahani & Fahimifar, 2016, p. 38). In the context of illumination, the interplay between light and
shadow reveals the essence of light, which is considered the catalyst for the manifestation of other entities (Corbin & Suhravardi,
2002, p. 119). The candlestick embodies a circular shape symbolizing the sky, inner wotld, monotheism, and resutrection. It also
represents the triadic concept of center-territory-environment and signifies cosmic order or the annual calendar, marking both
beginning and end (Critchlow, 2011, p. 19) (Fig. 3).

Moreovet, the transformation sequence of the trangle's form is evident in this artwotk. The image on the right depicts a
mountain and volcanic eruption resembling a dragon, while the middle image shows the fusion of two triangles with the
mentioned concepts. The left image illustrates the interaction and formation of a shape encompassing the entire candlestick (Fig
4). An important inference from the analysis of the dragon candlestick's form is its consistent connection to geometric principles
and symbolic concepts of shapes within this craft. These principles resonate with various industries and creations of Iranian
Muslim artisans, showcasing similarities across art forms like architecture, textile design, and metalwork.
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Fig. 1: Candlestick, cast and engraved bronze, Central Asia,
Afghanistan or Iran; 15th century, height 25.5 cm, diameter: 17 cm Fig. 2: The moon's constellation (Rezazadeh, 2017, p. 64)
(https:/ /www.davidmus.dk/islamic-art/ metalwotrk-weapons-and-
jewelty/item/260)
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Fig. 3: Analysis of the candlestick form based on geometry

Fig. 4: Sequence of form creation based on triangles
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5. Conclusion

A candlestick, as a container for light, takes on diverse forms and designs throughout different historical periods to align with
the intellectual and cultural climate of its time of creation. Understanding the intellectual foundations of these designs can offer
insights for modern designers in their creative processes. Particulatly, dragon-shaped candlesticks emerged prominently during
the Timurid era, characterized by their innovative shapes and symbolic meanings rooted in the concept of light, inspired by the
philosophical ideas of Suhrawardi. The intertwined representation of two dragons, each with an open mouth for holding candles
and crowned with a flame-like horn, conveys multiple symbolic layers. This imagery suggests a demonic being whose breath
embodies fire and whose gaze emits a captivating light, symbolizing the fusion of Iranian and Chinese cultures, earthly and
celestial dragons, and references to constellations and other symbols. Artisans during the Timurid period skillfully incorporated
these profound ideas and philosophical beliefs into decorative patterns, crafting inventive candlestick forms. Iranian designers
can draw on this rich heritage that has evolved over centuries to create products that resonate with the cultural context and
preferences of Iranian consumers, ensuring the authenticity and longevity of their designs.

While this study focused on a specific design example, exploring the reasoning behind decorative motifs and forms in various
artistic and industrial realms can provide valuable insights for Iranian designers seeking to develop culturally relevant products.
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