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Abstract

There are the only historical narratives of the city of Katha that are mentioned in the historical
geography books of the 4th and 5th centuries Hijri. Still, uncertainty prevails about the his-
torical nature and the state of the city in the ancient period and its adaptation to the current
situation. In the last century, various opinions were presented with regard to this issue, with
some considering Katha in the vicinity of the city of Yazd, and some identifying it as the city as
it is. There is no accurate knowledge of the structure and spatial organization of the city. The
question is, "What was the spatial structure of the city of Katha, and what will be the result of
matching its location with the city of Yazd?" The goal is to know the historical nature of Katha
in the middle of the transition period from the ancient to post-Islamic. The research method
applied is "historical-analytical". According to the old roads and cities, as well as evidences
such as the Jame Mosque of Katha and the closed references of some historians in the follow-
ing centuries, the location of Katha in the ancient city of Yazd is probable. Its spatial struc-
ture evolved around a fence and a rampart and two gates and a rabaz outside the southern
gate where the Jama Mosque, the Bazar and the residential structure were built. Around the
city, there were gardens and fields where water from a Qanat (underground aqueduct) flowed.
Sharestan, similar to a castle, is probably the remnant of the spatial structure of the Sasanian
period, and it is considered be the center of development of the post-Islamic city. These two
residential areas were organized at the beginning of the Kakuid rule (5th Century AH) inside
the fence with four gates.
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Introduction
While examining the historical devel-
opments of Yazd, there is an ambiguous
point suggesting that Kathe is the same
current city of Yazd or that there was
a displacement of the urban location
only in the first century Hijri. In new
researches, the attention has been paid
to this point, but various answers assem-
bled in the course contradict each other.
Lestrange mentioned the replace-
ment of the name Yazd with the city of
Kathe (Lestrange, 1973: 306), but he did
not specify whether these two are one
city or separate cities. Ayiti considered
Kathnaviyeh to be the same as that of
old Kathe (Ayiti, 1938: 30). In the Yazd
Monuments, Afshar proposed the con-
nection between the name "Kathnavi-
yeh", one of the western settlements of
Yazd city, with Katha and with a strong
probability, he considered this to be a
part of the city of Katha (Afshar, 1998,
Vol. 2: 57). Although he did not mention
any other sign. In more recent research-
es, Judaki and others have considered
Katha was at the place of today's Yazd
and introduced it with two mosques
(Judaki and others: 2015). In another
research, the location of Katha is as-
sumed in the Rostaq region, between
Yazd and Meybod (Mirdehghan and
Bakhtiari: 2021). Earlier, Mortezaei and
Mirdehghan mentioned the same loca-
tion (Mortezaei and Mirdehghan, 2014:
172). There are other writings too on
this topic which have mentioned the re-
gion briefly. In the current research, an
attempt will be made to ascertain the
state of the Sasanian era of the city and
its relation in the transitional stage to
the post-Islamic period. Then the spa-

tial structure of the city of Katha in the
fourth century Hijri and its adaptation
to the city of Yazd will be discussed.

City in Ancient Times

Local histories of Yazd have attributed
the foundation of the city of Katha to
Alexander the Great by writing a story
about the transfer of Persian nobles to
the current area of Yazd and settling
them in a place that was like a fortress.
An area called “Iskander Prison” is now
located in the city (Jaafari, 2008: 26;
Kateb, 1978: 24). Then historians refer to
the construction of a city called Yazd or
Yazdan-gerd by the order of Yazdgerd,
the son of Bahram, the Sasanian king.
This city had walls, palaces, bazaars,
public baths and firehouses (Jaafari,
2008: 29; Kateb, 1978: 30 and 32). The
Yazd region was in the Sasanian period
and there were cities and villages there.
Based on historical reports and existing
evidence, places and buildings from the
Sasanian era are still known in various
parts of Yazd. All of them are located on
the main communication routes.

City of Katha

Historians have mentioned the city of
Katha with short descriptions, which
clarify parts of this unknown city. Geog-
raphers in the 4™ century Hijri referred
Katha as one of the strong cities that
had walls and Rabaz (Estakhari, 1968:
104). This city had two iron gates: One
is called “Izad” and the other is “Mas-
jid” (Estakhari, 1968: 111-112). The main
source of the city’s water supply was
a Qanat (Ibn- e Balkhi, 1921: 123). Jame
Mosque was located in Rabaz (Estakhari,
1968: 112). There were many gardens and
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fields around the city, because histori-
ans have spoken about many fruits, trees
and plants.

Determining Location of City of Katha
Referring to the maps of Istakhari and
Ibn Hugqal, there is no doubt that Yazd
and Katha had two separate existence
as a region and a city, respectively. Ac-
cording to Barthold, due to the fact that
Katha was located at the intersection
of trade routes, it had commercial and
administrative importance (Barthold,
2006: 85). Shabankarei has shown old
Yazd (Katha) at a place called Dardiye-
h"which was located inside the city in
the 8" century AH (Shabankarei, 1984:
210). The exact address of Dardeh is
clear from what Jaafari has mentioned
the flowing of the Qanat of Zarach in
the Jame Mosque (Jaafari, 2007: 37).
There are steps to access the Qanat
now in the courtyard of the mosque.
According to some historians, the gen-
erals of Alaa al-Dawlah Kakuyeh built a
wall with four gates around the city in
the fifth century Hijri (432 AH), (Jaafari,
2007: 35-36). Here, the issue is not about
building a new city, but a new wall; that
is, they developed and strengthened the
already existing city. The center of Yazd
was Katha, and naturally, Alaa al-Daw-
lah, as the ruler, made it center of the
region, settled there, developed it, and
strengthened it.

City Structure

Similar to Iranian cities of the Sasanian
period and the early centuries of Hijri,
Katha had seemingly a city structure
as well. Considering that the city was
located on a flat land, there was no big
challenge to building structures there.

In the 4™ century Hijri, Katha consisted
of two main parts, Sharestan and Rabaz.
Sharestan was built during the Sasani-
ans wheras, Rabaz was established in the
early centuries of Hijri, with the increase
of the Muslim population there. We do
not know about the internal structure
of Sharestan. It can be said that the wall
and defensive towers of the city were
supported by a moat outside. The neigh-
borhood of Sharestan (Fahadan), which
today is one of the old neighborhoods of
Yazd city and far from Jame Mosque, is
one of the names of places that can indi-
cate the approximate location of Katha.

Conclusion

Since ancient times, Katha was locat-
ed on the border of of Fars, at a meet-
ing point of the main roads from Ray
and Isfahan, Khorasan, Kerman and
Istakhr. This city, which most probably
was founded at least in the Sasanian
era, was built like a castle surrounded
by fences and ramparts, and had two
gates on northern and southern sides,
which can be considered Sharestan. In
fact, Katha was located in the chain of
cities and settlements of Yazd in the
Sasanian period and early Islamic cen-
turies, and due to its natural location, it
played a central and decisive role. The
city had a “Rabaz” outside its southern
gate, which was larger than the city in-
side the wall. Many buildings, bazaars
and mosque were located in it. Around
the city, there were villages, fields and
gardens with fruit bearing trees. Accord-
ing to the writings of some geographers
of the 4™-5" centuries Hijri about the
roads and the distance of Katha to the
stations, the current point of the city of
Yazd can be called the actual location
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of Katha. Other signs such as the Jame
Mosque, the access steps to the Zarach
Qanat and the location of Dardeh can
also be guessed at the location of Katha.
Also, the development and organization
of the city in the 5™ century Hijri shows

the development of the Sharestan of
Kathe and Rabaz connected to it, which
later became known as Yazd. It seems
that the ruins of the first centuryHijri
are the continuation of the city of the
Sasanian period.
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Fig. 1. The Location of Yazd and Katha on the Important Roads Inside Iran and the Cities Near the Stretch of the Road
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Fig. 2. The Cities and Settlements of Yazd Region in the Sasanian Period (google earth)
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Fig. 4. The Sketch of the Fence and the Location of the Gates of Katha' Sharistan, According to Historical Texts

9 6‘4&5 OB 9 s )\Jé é.l.l}_gj)\.g
Wamd ey b g e Je ol
(B pl) 355 &S el )3 anls e g 4 o5l
spms Slimsss Wlgas o) Ll (F) FES
3 Sl &l gl 950 L LS o aals
) o laecas o ot Sl 5 S
5545 pdal 5 S Ll &S s Ol s05
Wbl Dyed Vs s oS (ww)U) o
)L‘b-\.m CML?J"‘“; ))JA‘ ERE™ PLEATH 9\.015
A Sl ol el 53068 b e (565
Oszeed 1y )ls (65268 Sl oy L 3
)L'l?-l.m w‘j .b)‘-ﬁ}: )3_33 LSLA)LA} jb‘ﬁs
S by Glp e e Sl S 53053
2 S ed ol glaz 550k 5 Jla
i Sltls o
S g 5 Jleds (G5 53 03l 93
33) Ol St S5 34 okl 03455 &S
(W 53) 3o S 5 ol (5 gty (5,505 5 (53
a U7 a8 iyl Jla> 31 LOVY s gead)
Q\ﬁw&Eé)}Lm ‘)J.e,:vé_gbjc,wv‘ oiled

v&w;;bwjbﬁj-&}fﬁjﬁ
b Wojloys gl dnwy rKa o 2,8
(S ) dsLu O:.'JﬁT o SBo3lg 53 o
olleDe 5955 31 iy« (TFF-YO NYAP
S 53 o Gblis s ol an 4y adlats pl 33 4
S o S o bimeb 5 35 0l SIS

..\.I.i&bdA

28 gh glad lsLu
A Sl B S g b Lom s |y
Sl &S S0l oo 2l Ol 0 )
Srodw 5 Slalusyes Sl gla gba Ky
e aSl a5 LSl 2Lh1s (6 e S
OIS Al g ol bl Slsen o) 5o
St |5 (B0 55 et Sl g
Sy o3 K& 55 &S (g, Spder d)le b
(Smh el b 55 050 S 3 WSk e
o2 5 Oleyls glﬂp\ elil 55 ) S el
e bS5
8390 glea plisls ol ls
s oka> oly 3 aS sl o J ST ) eStens



3155 i3 | Zatollah Nikzad

AY

o Olslgd e (VP VYAY (lans e
@S ol S5 o a8 Conl pliw el des )
oo el yoele s ol dg g olls I3
bk dagi b 5 L5y sleam (g Spglome s
(Vj?ﬂﬂ)kd&b)\j})b&bmdwui
Cawd 3 ‘5%@-‘, dtl..«t)l.& @j).} )b}-Lﬂ j\
3 e sy 5 e il Cos
Qbulsw\bsyliju)wwb:@ﬁ)&
45-’;’;)1-‘30‘)3& Lol c%&#.’)}ﬁjc
SLly e 55 5 55 (Sl oSl Gliyls
De L dtl..«vl.& Jﬁ-‘.ﬁ)b .LiL) Jﬂjﬁ}j g;"ﬁ."
A 50 A S Ss 5 Slel,
w‘.ﬁ )“)3
o2 b s sl Ba g 53 s A
Dl O sz S 53 (565 Aol el
ey Sl Dbl 31 ABT .csls
)l}é;@,&&%w‘%%@}))
35013 ole ol ls a5 Cosls 528 o s
S 5 a3 bl 5 melr doees 4l
slaals Jloola (0 5 9a5) 555 Jla> |51
35 531y s S e Csly Q92 2 aS 03,0
Joli 1y ol i s Ll ol s sl
RESRR N WIVIN RV SN Las&.sljﬁ.s) odl o
g ol asls Glg s ) ol 350>
St OB T L gl 5 DL 5 (0,8
drwg b SO JULS L 5 LAl e
Sl sbold (S ool Sl Ll
NS D8 ) g (6 mea Tz Glaodw 3
502 2 3 xS dada g b Ol
S lesliial L=pl 53 g Sl (9L Ges
3y Sled slaggsll 5l @y oo 5 A O
6,500 Ols Jlos Wb i o ol 5 okl
‘9&)@)¢JJAUJJGAJ€,&J>-DASC~:§

Ol s b3 gdoen @l dr S3L 58 s
(g Dgd .3y wd Olg e (6350 U
el s (59335 55 @ly domene 830550
5 SIS FL S o A 53 s sk
Sl e sl B3l b omny dam 2L
s 59,00 &S (00 YOTYV (L3S) Cils HI 3
Ol g den L Jleds 350 .l 55 SisS
b g Qpmoms O 31 shon ololgh &S
S B S D5 o AT (5390
35 2 O 05 e 2oleS b5 o (s,
(5 5 523)

by s gl o 5 s
oo 3 olus,l L5 e &5 plils
B RS e Tl 03 oS Sl (Ol eld
AP YOYY (SlS) Gl sl ey ol o
5 o Olpsa (Oliw,gd dsee ‘5)\.1§¢L3
O 5 ol SIS S35, e ol do e
L5 o 0 4Bl anwss g oS o0 0T im
J& &S Bles a5 wib (lawylln slsl
LB ol S gl s ¢L'>.>L3 RELUE Y W RNGINVE
QAR Ged e b Sl S
A ol 5 Tk O 5 Ll ey g8 do e
eion)) 58595 5 aS Sl S (s yla) yaws
o@brbwpéﬁwswbabb
a dar 5 (YF VPO (5L S (5 59) L
Oliyls plod gl dles 30y VU S e S
D91 wd V.:Jé

e Ol 31 STydnal LS s
lj}@..:v.l.fa 39l ‘)L«&éﬁ]& )‘)ﬂ))uT
G oliplinls sla SlS 53 .das o oLiS
839450 )5 o \YAFZ B AYAY sladle s
slaldlls 5 cole 5 3y (blg ladsws
Cewnty (SL31LKAD) st Ol slaalin
6)‘~1§@)U SR ey G po Bk S el
5wl e P TAA ‘.,Uj,s{,.EKS) 348 oo



AD

Ancient Iranian Studies | 3kl o 5l 46liags

du)ls
CJQ)S

e SLlaom o 2e Ll b oS gl gliad ol 8o 5 (S55 .0 55
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