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Study of Structural Features of Manichaean Paintings
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Abstract

Manichaean paintings are the visual language of the Manichaean religion, every Manichaean
painting has mystical themes depicted by human figures. Human roles that are classified by
the Manichaeans with different titles and positions. The arrangement and placement of each
human body on the drawing page is displayed based on their position and rank in different
scales and modes. Examining and recognizing human figures in Manichaean paintings can
help identify the structural features of this valuable art because composition, rhythm balance,
movement and geometry, which are important elements of visual structures, are tied to hu-
man figures in Manichaean paintings. The aim of this study is to find out the structural fea-
tures of Manichaean paintings. The questions of this research are as follows: 1. What elements
owe the structure of Manichaean paintings? 2. What are the features of Manichaean paintings
in structural and composition? Research method in this descriptive_ analytical study, library
resources have been studied and samples of Manichaean paintings on paper have been re-
viewed. The method of analyzing the works is based on the study of the visual principles and
rules used in the appearance features of Manichaean painting. The results of this study show
that human elements play a major role in the structure of Manichaean paintings and usually
change based on the position of the scale and the sitting position of the figures. The size and
placement of each body in the sections of each page of the drawing is not based on the prin-
ciples and rules of perspective and images do not have depth, but nevertheless the drawings
have a special balance and coordination and have a desirable visual weight.

Keywords: Manichaean Painting, Visual Structure, Human Body, Composition, Body Scale.
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