Psychological Achievements

Spring & Summer, 2024, 31(1) Rceceived: 17 Mar 2023
Serial Number 31, 411-432 Accepted: 13 May 2023
DOI: 10.22055/psy.2023.43302.2988
(Psychol Achiev) [ Orginal Article ]

Structural Modeling of Marital Boredom and Gender Stereotypes
through the Mediation of Marital Forgiveness

Zahra Nazeran”
Seyed Abbas Haghayegh™
Zohreh Rraeisi™™

Akram Dehghani™™*

Introduction

The family can be considered as an emotional unit and a network of
intertwined relationships that is built from the marital bond of a man and a
woman, and a person's satisfaction with married life is considered as his
satisfaction with the family. One of the threats to growth and development in
married life of couples is incompatibility and (marital burnout) in married
life. Nowadays, the prevalence of marital burnout among couples is
increasing and many couples do not want to stay in failed marriages. 50% of
couples face marital burnout. The relationships of many couples lack the
intimacy that characterizes a good marriage, and one of the most important
reasons is marital burnout. Divorce may be rooted in marital burnout; marital
burnout is a state of physical exhaustion and emotional and mental
exhaustion that is the result of long-term mental and emotional conflicts. The
onset of boredom rarely happens suddenly and usually its process is gradual.
In fact, the intimacy and love gradually fade and along with it comes the
feeling of general fatigue.

Method
The research method was descriptive correlation. The statistical
population of the study included all married people (men and women) with
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marital problems who referred to family counseling centers in Tehran in
2019. Among them, 300 people (150 women and 150 men) were selected as
the research sample using available sampling method. Pines' (1996) marital
dissatisfaction questionnaires, Bam's (1974) gender stereotypes, and Pollard
et al.'s (1998) marital forgiveness questionnaires were used to collect data.
Pearson correlation tests and structural equation analysis were used to
analyze the data.

Results

The results of the research showed that there was a positive and
significant relationship between gender stereotypes and marital discord, and
there was a negative and significant relationship between marital forgiveness
and marital discord and gender stereotypes and marital forgiveness (p<0.01).
Also, gender stereotypes through marital forgiveness, it had an indirect
effect on marital burnout. Results showed that there is a relationship between
marital forgiveness and marital burnout; this means that with the increase of
marital forgiveness, marital burnout decreases.

Discussion

In general, the assumed model of the research had a good fit; therefore, it
is necessary to pay attention to the role of variables of gender stereotypes
and marital forgiveness in the construction of educational and counseling
packages to reduce the marital forgiveness of couples. In general, according
to the findings of this research, it can be concluded that the final model has a
good fit. And marital forgiveness played a mediating role in the relationship
between marital forgiveness and gender stereotypes. Therefore, the findings
of the model provide researchers with more information to manipulate the
dependent variable and help researchers design an experimental study to
reduce marital burnout in couples with marital conflicts. Also, according to
the religious and spiritual context of Iranian society, activating spiritual
capitals such as forgiveness has significant effects in reducing marital
burnout and increasing marital forgiveness.
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Table 1.
Descriptive statistics of research variables
component Average standard deviation Kurtosis Skewnes
Marital burnout 74.8 12.3 0.092 1.4
Gender stereotypes 231.4 33.8 0.038 0.312

Marital forgiveness 88.3 11.4 0.262 0.581-
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Table 2.
Correlation matrix between research variables
Variable 1 2 3
Marital burnout 1
Gender stereotypes 0.492" 1
Marital forgiveness -0.655™ -0.584" 1
(p<0.01) ™
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Table 3.
Fit indices of the structural equation model of the research
index name Adequate fit Desirability

Khi Do statistic on the degree of freedom (322.41/125) 2.58 Less than 4
Root Mean Square Error of Approximation (RMSEA) 0.071 Less than 0.08
Softened Fit Index (NFI) 0.894 Above 0.90
Comparative Fit Index (CFI) 0.911 Above 0.90
goodness of fit index (GFI) 0.902 Above 0.90

Adjusted goodness of fit index (AGFI) 0.889 Above 0.90




£vy e S (RIS 5 05305 (Sas skl L S

dv\ﬁ) Llels J:)‘J§ s_)}«UdA A= 5 Lshu.np-u L;Al.aj sy ol v J}J@- )l le}- GL’U

Dadeee aly;y gl a2l ool s 45 e S O e Syl b 551 Laesls
ol s S el Je a3l sias Ol asl /0A 5l zeS RMSEA) oo i o Sle
Jde olal 5 a8 del Cowsay #/0AY 1 RMSBA Lasls (gl (ools gme JlAie 2ass

'MLL;‘ d.,\.d LJ':')\)J okad QL.L.: uﬁ-%

Realistic Acknowledgment Action Appeasement Feeling
understanding of error compensation ppeaseme better

Physical
Masculine faticue
adjective

Feminine Mental

adjective breakdown
MARITAL 0.47
HEARTBREAK

GENDER STEREOTYPES Mental

breakdown

Figure 1. The structural model of the relationship between research variables

s e $41S 45 me ol el | 5SSk 5 510 UK 53 ey ek ) e
Slas 05Se (gla juiio oy (Sla poume 02 0331 Jolo 3 Sl 0wy b s 6 b SS
s s Gl it s b s DA ) 4 s a5 Slades
RCI TR Y A PRGN oie_usm

2> Syglal S ray 3 esliad b s Lo ) ol s S sboles
e S b 5305 s il B L i el S as e DL L J s
s o alaly (B= +10)) g, 03 L 5l (B= =+ /\A) bl 03l L 51 (B YY)
sl sl (P 0/00) Sl b Slisadsl o553 40 L golel sl el oS 50

1- Recursive




(O ot VET Dkl 5 ler Y Jl cpler g0339) S g8l Ol o gt olKiNs LB 0Ny glad gl cams £Y¢

Table 4.
Coefficients and significance of the relationship between marital dissatisfaction and
gender stereotypes with the mediation of marital forgiveness.

independent  dependent . Type of Path .
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Total 0.19 0.001
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Total 0.25 0.001
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