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Introduction

Adolescence is referred to as a dynamic and active period of each
person's life, and the major part of a person's personality is formed in this
period. Undoubtedly, the importance of the adolescent developmental period
cannot be denied. Thus, during adolescence, a person may encounter
problems in various areas of individual, family, psychological, emotional,
social, and health. Although the prevailing view among researchers is that
most people go through the developmental stage of adolescence and the
unstable psychological and emotional states of that stage in good health,
recent research suggests that the number of adolescents with symptoms of
behavioral disorders or who express emotion is increasing. According to
this, the present study was conducted to test the model of the relationship
between social anxiety and parental psychological control and social support
with the mediation of cognitive distortions in students.

Method

The research method was descriptive-correlational and Structural
equation modeling. The statistical population of the present study included
all first and second high school male and female students who were studying
in the academic year 2019-20. The statistical sample included 400
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adolescents who were selected through a clustered random sampling method.
After collecting the questionnaires and removing the distorted and
incomplete questionnaires, 373 students remained in the research (198
female students and 175 male students). The applied questionnaires included
Social Anxiety Scale (CAS) (LaGreca, 1998), Parental Psychological
Control Questionnaire (PPCQ) (Soenens, Vansteenkiste, Luyten, 2010),
Cognitive Distortions Questionnaire (CDQ) (Hamamci, Biiyilikoztiirk, 2004),
and Peer Social Support Questionnaire (PSSQ) (Procidano, Heller, 1983).
The data analysis was conducted through way analysis. The collected data
were analyzed by SPSS and Amos 23 software.

Results

The results showed that parental psychological control, peer social
support, and cognitive distortions have a significant relationship with social
anxiety (p<0.01). Moreover, parental psychological control and peer social
support have a direct significant effect on cognitive distortions and social
anxiety (p<0.01). Furthermore, the results of the Bootstrap and Sobel test
showed that cognitive distortions have a significant mediation role in the
relationship of parental psychological control and peer social support with
social anxiety in male and female students (p<0.01). Finally, the model had
an appropriate goodness of fit.

Conclusion

Taking the significant mediation role of cognitive distortions into
account, clinical therapists must decrease the student's cognitive distortions
by applying cognitive techniques. Reducing cognitive distortions allows
adolescents to have more efficient cognitive processing. This process also
reduces the incidence of cognitive errors.
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Table 1.
Descriptive findings of research variables
variable means Stal?d?rd Skewness stretching
deviation
social anxiety 45.53 8.54 -0.78 -1.11
parental psychological control 56.47 8.92 -0.74 -1.13
cognitive distortions 39.69 7.59 -0.67 -1.20
peer social support 77.58 11.63 -0.56 -1.21
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Table 2.

Pearson correlation analysis between perfectionism, cognitive distortions and social
peer social support with adolescent social anxiety

. parental e peer
. social . cognitive .
variables . psychological . . social
anxiety distortions
control support
social anxiety -
parental psychological control 0.53" -
cognitive distortions 0.63" 0.54" -
peer social support -0.64" -0.49™ -0.50™ -
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Figure 1: Standard coefficients of the proposed model of social anxiety prediction
based on parental psychological control and peer social support mediated by
adolescents' cognitive distortions
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Table 3.
Non-standard and standard regression coefficients of social anxiety prediction model
pathways based on parental psychological control and peer social support mediated
by adolescents' cognitive distortions

Non-

Model paths standard standar Critical stand.ard P value coefﬁCfent.of
. derror value(t) coefficients determination
coefficients
parental
psychological control 0.869 0.16 5433 0471 0.0001 0.221
— social anxiety
parental psychological
control — cognitive 0.712 0.11 -6.02 0.510 0.0001 0.385
distortions
peer social support 0.662 011 602  -0621  0.0001 0.385
— social anxiety
peer social support > 5 013 512 0443 0.0001 0.196
cognitive distortions
cognitive distortions , 59 0.16 597 0584  0.0001 0341

— social anxiety

Table 4.
Fitness indices of the proposed model in the research

1 DF  y2/df GFI AGFI IFI TLI CFI NFI RMSEA

52.08 24 2.17 0.957  0.921 0944 0968 0972  0.955 0.072
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Table 5.
Bootstrap test results for indirect routes
Predictive Mediator Criterion Low upper  confidence Indirect
variable variable limit line distance effects
parental .. .
psychological ~ Ccogmitive social 0.141  0.512 0.95 0.289
distortions anxiety
control
peer social cognitive social 0.109 0.136 0.95 0319
support distortions anxiety ) ) ) )
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