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Abstract

Introduction: Few studies have examined the observability of social class through non-verbal cues as well as
stereotypes related to class. This research aimed to investigate the relationship between reported social class
and perceived social class via pictures with mediating stereotypes concerning class compromised:
(attractiveness, intimacy, affect, competence, power, and maturity)

Method: The current study utilized correlational and path analysis methodologies with a sample of 110 post-
graduate students at the National Library of Iran. Participants assessed their social class status through a
subjective scale based on parental education, and their class position in images was evaluated by external
observers who also identified associated stereotypes. Data analysis involved correlation tests and path analysis
techniques.

Results: The findings of this research showed that the appearance of the face shows the underlying structure
of the social class. It also showed that perceivers who classify social class use a variety of stereotypes for their
judgment including attractiveness, competence, affection, and intimacy and all these variables have a positive
and significant correlation with higher social class. However, the variables of facial dominance and maturity
have a negative correlation with the perceived social class and are not used as valid variables in the perception
of social class.

Conclusion:; Overall, this research provides a clearer structure of the relationship between social class status
and facial appearance and helps to understand how the first impression of social class status may not only
affect our daily interactions but also have long-term consequences in our lives

Keywords: first impressions, person perception, social class, socioeconomic status, stereotypes related to class
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