ISSN (Print): 2717-4484 - ISSN (Online): 2717-4492

Research Paper

Identifying strategies for the development of future studies in the country's
higher education system with a qualitative approach

Hossein Adamiyat®' !, Shahram Mehravar Giglou™?"

1. Department of Educational Sciences, Faculty of University of Mohaghegh Ardabili and Payam Noor
University, Ardabil, Iran.

2. Post-doctoral student of educational management, Faculty of Educational Sciences and Psychology, University
of Mohaghegh Ardabili, Ardabil, Iran.

: Abstract
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Research Methodology: The current research was conducted with a
qualitative approach in terms of practical purpose. The target group of the
: current research was experts and specialists in the field of future research in
: the country, using the purposeful and snowball sampling method, 12 of the
Use your device to scan and experts in this field were selected as the sample of the research, and a semi-
read the article online: : structured interview was conducted. and theoretical saturation was obtained.
Thematic analysis method was also used to analyze the data.
: Findings: After analyzing the data from the interviews, the total of free
: codes extracted from the content of the interviews was 76 codes, which
: were classified into 12 similar concepts and finally 12 solutions based on
: the opinions of the experts. It was identified for the development of the
: field of future research in the country's universities, which are: creating a
: discourse on the necessity of future research in the country; preparation
: of educational packages for future studies; supporting theoretical research
: in the field of future research; Strengthening interdisciplinary activities in

71.1iﬁ'22098/AEL'2023'110 : universities; policy-making at the ministry level; operationalizing future

: research in universities; Understanding the necessity of future research in

: governing institutions; Modifying and revising the course headings of the

: field; Establishing the position of future research in organizations and

) : projects; Taking advantage of the successful experiences of the world's
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Extended Abstract

Introduction:

Future research is an interdisciplinary and transdisciplinary study that can affect all fields of science (Eijabi et al,
2019, Traxler et al, 2022, Sharifi et al, 2019). Also, futurology is an independent field that studies the future in a
methodical way, this field provides us with images of the future so that we can make more efficient decisions
based on this in the present (Pishgadam), Farsian & Firoozian, 2015). Wendell Bell, one of the most famous
experts in this field, believes that future research is an independent discipline whose goal is to study the future in
a systematic way. Also, from his point of view, futurists seek to discover, invent, present, test and evaluate
possible, probable and better futures. They present different choices about the future to people and help them
choose and build the most favorable future (Bell, 2017).

Methodology:

The current research has been conducted in terms of practical purpose and using the qualitative research method
of exploratory type. The target group of the current research was experts in the field of future studies in the public
universities of the Ministry of Science, Research and Technology. The study period was the academic year 2021-
2022. In this research, according to the nature of qualitative research, the purposeful sampling method was used.
In addition to this method, the interviewees were asked to introduce other experts who are experts in this field,
which refers to snowball sampling in qualitative research. In this method, after identifying or selecting the first
expert, it was used to identify and select the second sampling unit. Similarly, other sample units were identified
and selected. Based on these criteria, a list of these experts was prepared in order to arrange the time and conduct
the interview. The interviews continued until theoretical saturation was reached. In this research, when no new
data was added to the interview findings that could develop or expand a category, and in other words, similar data
were extracted from the interviews, it was considered theoretical saturation, which in this research after 12
theoretical saturation interviews were obtained. Thematic analysis method was used to analyze the data in this
research. To check the validity of the data, the identified categories were first given to the participants to check
the researcher's perception and analysis. Also, the analysis of data and results was given to two specialists to
express their specialized opinion regarding the analysis of data and results, and to ensure the coding, constituent
categories and naming. were reviewed by the first researcher and the second researcher. The correlation code
between the two coders was 0.88 and in order to increase the ability to verify the findings, notes were taken from
the interviews.

Results:

After analyzing the data from the interviews, the total of free codes extracted from the content of the interviews
was 76 codes, which were classified into 12 similar concepts and finally 12 solutions based on the experts' point
of view for the development of the future field. Research in the country's universities was identified, which
include: creating a discourse on the necessity of future research in the country; preparation of educational packages
for future studies; supporting theoretical research in the field of future research; Strengthening interdisciplinary
activities in universities; policy-making at the ministry level; operationalizing future research in universities;
Understanding the necessity of future research in governing institutions; Modifying and revising the course
headings of the field; Establishing the position of future research in organizations and projects; Taking advantage
of the successful experiences of the world's top universities; providing employment opportunities;
Institutionalization of future-research culture and thinking in the university.

Discussion and conclusion

Nowadays, changes are made very fast. Also, the influence of technology on human life has caused dependence
on new technologies. For this reason, it is very important to focus on future research and future research in all
scientific fields and professions. Also, today's humanity has realized that the future is accompanied by many
uncertainties. Accordingly, he has understood the necessity of future research more than in the past. This indicates
the importance and necessity of the policy makers and decision makers of the country's higher education system
to pay more attention to the development of this field in the universities and higher education institutions of the
country. Therefore, the field of futurology can be one of the promising fields of study needed in Iranian society.
In this regard, the present study was conducted with the aim of identifying the strategies for the development of
future research fields in the country's higher education system with a qualitative approach. After analyzing the
data from the interviews, the total of free codes extracted from the content of the interviews was 189 codes, which
were identified in 24 sub-categories and finally 14 for the development of the field of future studies in the country's
universities. The findings identified in this research are consistent with the findings of Hosseini Moghadam's
research (2021), in which accountability and participatory governance are emphasized in determining the future
of the field of futurism, and also with the findings of Mahmoudzadeh's research. and Mehboob Far (2013), who
emphasized the need to pay attention to the discussion of training efficient and specialized human resources in
this field and to have a comprehensive plan for the development of the field of future research and the creation of
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various future research courses, with the cooperation of the Ministry of Science, research institutes It is
emphasized that the activist and future research institutions of the country are aligned. Also, the results of this
research are in line with the findings of Jahangir and Manouri (2006) and Ashraf Nazari, Mahrouq and Abbasi
Khoshkar (2015), in which they also emphasized the need for experts in the field of futurism to create a discourse
in the field of futurism and explain the place of the future. Research at the level of macro-policy is emphasized.
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