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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

Keywords: Context and purpose: One of the fundamental problems of agricultural and industrial cooperatives in Zanjan is their weak competitiveness.
This applied study was conducted with the aim of examining the status of cooperative enterprises in the competitive market space.

Methodology/approach: Statistical population of this study included agricultural and industrial cooperatives operating in the province.
Out of a total of 265 active agricultural cooperatives and 123 industrial cooperatives, 157 agricultural cooperatives and 93 industrial
cooperatives were selected and analyzed by stratified random sampling. Four criteria including economic, socio-cultural, managerial and
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cooperatives with average values of 3.37 and 3.36, respectively. In terms of socio-cultural and managerial indicators, industrial cooperatives
face greater challenges than agricultural cooperatives. While infrastructural and institutional challenges are more evident in agricultural
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Originality: Previous studies have examined the status of agricultural or industrial cooperative enterprises, but this study simultaneously
investigates and compares the situation of these enterprises in terms of competitiveness.

EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Context and purpose: One of the fundamental problems of agricultural and industrial cooperatives in Zanjan is their weak
competitiveness. This applied study was conducted with the aim of examining the status of cooperative enterprises in the
competitive market space.

Methodology/approach: Statistical population of this study included agricultural and industrial cooperatives operating in the
province. Out of a total of 265 active agricultural cooperatives and 123 industrial cooperatives, 157 agricultural cooperatives and
93 industrial cooperatives were selected and analyzed by stratified random sampling. Four criteria including economic, socio-
cultural, managerial and infrastructural- institutional indicators were investigated and to assess the competitiveness of the
cooperatives.

Findings and conclusions: The Results showed that economic and infrastructural indicators play a significant role in the
competitiveness cooperatives with average values of 3.37 and 3.36, respectively. In terms of socio-cultural and managerial
indicators, industrial cooperatives face greater challenges than agricultural cooperatives. While infrastructural and institutional
challenges are more evident in agricultural cooperatives. Industrial cooperatives are more problematic than agricultural
cooperatives in terms of policy and planning indicators, knowledge and awareness, experience and expertise. Changing attitudes
of governments and organizations related to the cooperative sector, creating and promoting public participation, increasing
knowledge and awareness, improving skills, training members and creating social incentives to invest in cooperative enterprises,
by increasing the incentive for members, financial and legal government support to and facilitate the process are the most important
factors in this regard. Establishment of cooperatives, marketing and legal reforms to support cooperatives comprehensively,
improvement of social culture, creation and strengthening of social capital, in addition to improvement of investment security are
important factors to the competitiveness of agricultural and industrial cooperatives.

Originality: Previous studies have examined the status of agricultural or industrial cooperative enterprises, but this study

simultaneously investigates and compares the situation of these enterprises in terms of competitiveness.
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