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Abstract 

Interpreters have generally interpreted the term "Qānit" in various Qur’anic verses as 

meaning obedience to God. However, when it comes to the obedience of women in 

verse 34 of Surat al-Nisā’ in the context of marital relationships, their understanding has 

inclined towards the woman obeying her husband. This interpretation, however, is not 

observed in verse five of Surat al-Taḥrīm, which also addresses marital relations. This 

research seeks to answer the question of how the history of the idea of "Qānitāt" in 

exegeses has evolved and what discursive transformations it has undergone. By 

examining the meaning of "q-a n-a t-a" in three contexts: pre-Qur’anic, Qur’anic, and 

exegetical, and uncovering the discourses surrounding the idea of "Qānātāt" in verses 34 

of Surat Surat al-Nisā’ and five of Surat al-Taḥrīm, the research concludes that the 

emergence of an independent and distinct discourse of "Women who obey their 

husbands," in addition to the discourse of "women who obey God" in verse 34 of Surat 

al-Nisā’, is due to the synonymous interpretation of the meaning of "Qānit" with 

"obedient." While "q-a n-a t-a" in pre-Quranic perception implies complete submission 
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and utter surrender for a specific purpose, which is not expected of women towards 

men, its meaning has shifted to obedience in exegetical works, giving rise to the 

discourse of " Women who obey their husbands." 

Keywords: verse 34 of Surat al-Nisā’, verse five of Surat al-Taḥrīm, Qānitāt, 

Obedience of women to their husbands, Exegetical transformations, history of ideas. 
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