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A Critique of An Exclusively Epistemological Rendering of
Avicenna's“Flying Man” in light of HisPrinciples
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Abstract

Issue

Avicenna presented his "flying man" or "floating man" argument as a means to establish
the existence of the soul, its immaterial nature, and its distinctiveness from the body.
While originally conceived with an ontological focus, subsequent scholars have often
employed this concept in an epistemological context, asserting that Avicenna's flying
man not only exists, but also knows that he exists. Such an interpretation of the flying
man argument seems to be at odds with his own principles, his passages throughout his
works, and what he pursued to establish through this scenario.

Method
Deploying a descriptive and analytical method, it may be said that

Findings: Avicenna believes that perception begins from senses, and the first stage
of the human reason is material or hylic reason or pure potentiality. Moreover, thereis a
difference between consciousness (shu ‘ ir) that is actually obtained by humans since
the beginning of their existence and consciousness of consciousness (al-shu “ar bi-I-
shu “4r), which he believes to be a potential character that needs to be acquired, while
our primary consciousness of the soul is the existence of our soul. Thus, the flying man
is solely the existence and presence of the soul before any actual consciousness.
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Results

In view of the fact that man was suspended in space at the beginning of his creation and
Ibn Sina considers the human soul to be the event of the body and in the order of the
beast intellect and pure power, which lacks any perception and becomes actual through
sensory perception, it should be said : The human being suspended in Ibn Sina's space
can have an existential quality and in fact, he is observing the position of presence,
existence, and mere existence. In addition, Ibn Sina, emphasizing the two positions of
consciousness and consciousness to consciousness, believes that consciousness is
actually and permanently suspended in man, but consciousness to consciousness is
potential in him. Therefore, it seems that the soul at the beginning of creation, although
itis present and proven, but it cannot be said that it has knowledge of itself; That is, the
soul initialy lacks attention to itself, and this lack of attention prevents any self-
perception of the soul.

Innovation: In fact, regarding "Avicenna's suspended human being in space’, it can
only be said that "a human being is conscious (without any actual awareness)", but it
cannot be said: "In addition, because this human being is conscious, he knows that heis
like this." ».

Keywords: Avicenna, flying man, ontology, epistemology, presence, knowledge by
presence.
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