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Abstract

Discourse analysis is one of the types of qualitative methods and an interdisciplinary
approach in social sciences, which is interested in the systematic study of the structure,
function and process of speech and writing production, following extensive scientific-
cognitive changes in various disciplines of social and human sciences. Speech and
writing. Based on different definitions of discourse, a variety of methodological
analyses have been presented, among which dialogue analysis and critical analysis of
discourse have historically been the dominant methods. This research aims to introduce
the feminist poststructuralist discourse analysis approach as one of the relatively new
and actually the fourth generation of discourse analysis methods, which has gained
increasing popularity among researchers and, of course, it has affinities with two
dominant methods of discourse analysis, namely, conversation analysis and critical
discourse analysis. This approach is based on the principles of poststructuralist
feminism and follows principles such as reflexivity, deconstructive approach, and

« PhD candidate in Cultural Sociology, Social Science department, Faculty of Literature and Humanities,
University of Guilan, Rasht, Iran (Corresponding Author), momtazomid@gmail.com

« Assistant Professor of Social Sciences Department, Social Science department, Faculty of Literature and
Humanities, University of Guilan, Rasht, Iran, mgholami2014@yahoo.com

- Associate Professor of Social Sciences Department, Social Science department, Faculty of Literature and
Humanities, University of Guilan, Rasht, Iran, hasanchavoshian@gmail.com

= Assistant Professor of Social Sciences Department, Social Science department, Faculty of Literature and
Humanities, University of Guilan, Rasht, Iran, h.k.noori@gmail.com

e Associate Professor of English Language and Literature Department, Faculty of Literature and Humanities,
University of Guilan, Rasht, Iran, aminsorahi@guilan.ac.ir

Date received: 11/12/2023, Date of acceptance: 03/02/2024



Abstract 268

feminist focus. In this approach, various data sources are considered, including various
types of oral and written texts, as well as a range of diverse voices, utilizing polyphony
and heteroglossia in this regard. This approach also uses dimensions such as Synchroic-
Diachronic dimensions, Connotation-Dennotation, and intertextuality in the analysis of

texts.

Keywords: Discourse, Post Structuralism, Feminism, Heteroglossia, Intertextuality.

introduction

Discourse is verbal or written communication that has unity, meaning, and purpose. In
linguistics, discourse refers to a unit of language that is longer than a sentence. When
you analyze discourse, you examine how the language is used to construct connected
and meaningful texts. One crucial thing that can’t be neglected when it comes to
discourse is the context. In linguistics, there are different ways to classify contexts. Here
is one such classification:

1. Linguistic context: The relationship between the words, phrases, sentences, and
paragraphs. For instance, the participants must know where they are in time and space.
It affects the expressions they use and the way they are interpreted.

2. Situational context: The relationship between the participants, the environment,
time, and place in which the discourse occurs. Situational context is usually approached
through the concept of register, which focuses on the interrelationship of language and
context.

3. Cultural context: The culture and customs of epoch in language communities in
which the speakers participate. Language is closely connected to the social structure and
value system of society. Therefore, it’s influenced by such factors as social role and

status, sex, age, etc.

Method Definition

Feminist poststructuralist discourse analysis is a new and emerging theoretical
perspective and methodological approach to discourse analysis studies. This approach is
an approach for analyzing intertextual discourses in spoken interaction and other types
of text that uses the poststructuralist principles of complexity, plurality, ambiguity,
connection, recognition, diversity, textual mischief, function and transformation. The
feminist point of view in the post-structuralist analysis of the discourse considers the

gender distinction as the dominant discourse among competing discourses during the
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analysis of text types. Feminist poststructuralist analysis considers gender distinction as
one of the most pervasive discourses among many cultures in terms of its organized
power in distinguishing between people based on gender and sexual orientation (Baxter,
2003). This definition of FPDA is derived from the ideas of Bakhtin (1981) and
poststructuralists such as Derrida (1987) and Foucault (1980). Also, this definition is
inspired by the works of Walkerdin (1998) and Weeden (1997).

The principles of the method

Self-reflectivity is one of the basic principles of the feminist post-structuralist approach
to discourse analysis, which of course shares this principle with CA and CDA, which
means that all three approaches are self-reflective regarding their expansion as
"knowledge". Users of the FPDA approach should clarify their theoretical positions and
specify the epistemological assumptions that are used in any discourse analysis.

Second, this approach requires self-reflectivity on the acquisition of technical
vocabulary or "fundamental rhetoric". This means being aware that technical terms
are not capable of describing objective realities in a non-problematic manner.
Researchers constantly need to question the assumptions and knowledge that are
placed in the form of "analytical terms".

Third, feminist poststructuralist analysis of the discourse requires self-awareness of

the textuality of the research process and the phenomenon that every research includes a
set of choices and authoring mechanisms. According to the post-structuralist
perspective, all activities and searches for knowledge lead to the creation of a world and
therefore, research itself is a discursive and fundamental construction.
The second basic principle is the constructive approach. The focus of feminist and
poststructuralist analysis is the motivation to question things, to deconstruct the
constructions and structures around us, although not in the nihilistic or relativistic
sense that is sometimes stereotypically associated with deconstructionism, but in
order to reveal the possibility of juxtaposition and interaction between established
and new ideas.

The third basic principle in this approach is to find the focus of feminist activity.
Third-wave feminism, or post-structuralist feminism, has tried to reduce and resolve the

tensions and contradictions that lie in the liberating agenda of modernist feminism.

Approach to data
FPDA has developed an approach to data that is significantly different from

conventional approaches in discourse analysis. A powerful source of data for FPDA
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users, apart from transcripts of conversations and written texts, is data from a range of
different voices, for example, the voices of the research subjects themselves, other
members of the research team, theorists in the same The author's own domain or voice.
Polyphony and heteroglossia or competing voices and narratives are structures that can

be useful in this context.

Text analysis
In this approach, various dimensions and cases have been considered for the analysis of
the text, which include the Synchronic - Diachronic, Connotation and Denotation, and

intertextuality.

Discussion
Overall, the FPDA framework has made significant contributions to the field of
sociolinguistics and communication studies. This framework provides a comprehensive
insight through which to examine the complex interactions of subjects in discourse and
to clarify how individuals engage in communicative strategies to maintain social
harmony and navigate sensitive situations. Baxter's work has deepened our
understanding of how subjects negotiate positions of power in a wide range of social
contexts.

Most importantly, Baxter's research provides valuable insights into the social value
of understanding the interaction of feminism and poststructuralism in discourse. In a
highly diverse and interconnected world, effective communication is critical to
maintaining productive and positive relationships across cultural, social, and
professional boundaries. By clarifying the complexities of social relations between
genders, Baxter's framework equips people with the necessary knowledge and skills to
navigate different social situations with tact and respect. This understanding has the
potential to contribute to more harmonious interactions, increase cooperation and reduce

conflicts in various social contexts.
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