Critical Studies in Texts & Programs of Human Sciences,
Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies (IHCS)
Quarterly Journal, Vol. 23, No. 4, Winter 2024, 165-186
https://www.doi.org/10.30465/CRTLS.2024.46772.2786

An Analysis on the Book
Expressionism in Philosophy: Spinoza

Shirin Karimi’

Abstract

According to Deleuze, it is an expression of the discipline that connects Spinoza's
ontology, epistemology, physics, and ethics. In other words, the logic of expression is
the logic that governs all the different areas of Spinoza's philosophy, and for this reason,
Deleuze named his most detailed study about Spinoza Expression in Philosophy,
Spinoza. In this article, I try to have an overview of this book and while examining each
section, the concepts proposed in them and the process of the chapters, how Deleuze
identifies the presence of the logic of expression in each aspect of Spinoza's philosophy
will also be displayed. In this way, the basic concepts in Deleuze's reading of Spinoza
will be revealed. In addition, we will see how immanence is related to expression in
ontology, and how Deleuze describes the trinity of essence and its results by identifying
two levels of expression, creative nature and created nature, as well as the theory of
finite states. With respect to physics, the body is an expression of substance, a mode
that is essentially an intensive degree of power. In this way, the triad of mode
expression is described. In epistemology, the sufficiency of the true idea implies its
expression. In ethics, the issue is about capacity and power, which belongs to the human
body and mind, since the mind and body are an expression of essence, and therefore a

degree of power.
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Extended Abstract

The logic of expression emerges fully and perfectly in a philosophy that explains
existence in an immanent manner by eliminating any transcendence. Deleuze, in his
book “Expressionism in Philosophy.: Spinoza”, detects the presence of this logic in all
dimensions of Spinoza’s philosophy. He demonstrates how Spinoza, by endorsing real
distinction of attributes instead of their numerical distinction and by presenting the
uniqueness of substance that all attributes constitute its essence equally, establishes a
flat ontology devoid of transcendence, with the concept of expression serving to
elucidate the relationship between the elements of this immanent ontology. By
introducing the concept of power, which in Spinoza's view is synonymous with
existence itself, Deleuze explains the transition from infinite substance to finite modes
through the expression of the absolutely infinite power of substance in the production of
beings. Later in the book, Deleuze introduces the theory of parallelism in Spinoza's
philosophy, which stems from the uniqueness of substance, the equality of attributes as
infinite powers of existence, and considering beings as modal productions that express
the power of substance. Deleuze also affirms the presence of the logic of expression in
Spinoza's epistemology. By shifting from Descartes' criterion of truth, namely clarity
and distinctness, to Spinoza's notion of adequacy, a genetic definition of true ideas
replaces the solely external features of clarity and distinctness: a true idea is adequate,
i.e., it expresses its cause which is itself another idea. At the level of the modes of the
attribute of Extension (bodies), Spinoza holds to the essence of each body that belongs
to a certain degree of power according to its participation in the essence of substance. In
this regard, Deleuze introduces the central question of Spinozan physics, which is
essentially a question about the quiddity of the thing: what can a body do? The power of
a body expresses itself in a capacity for being affected, and this capacity is filled by
affections (passive or active). Bodies enter into continuous relations with each other,
either composing a third body and thereby increasing their power and experiencing joy,
or decomposing each other which results in the diminishment of power and sadness. In
the ethical realm, the aim is to become active and free, increase one’s power, and fill
one’s affective capacity with joyful affects. The core of Spinoza's ethics is the
parallelism of mind and body, meaning that the activity of the body corresponds to the
activity of the mind, and the passivity of the body corresponds to the passivity of the
mind. According to parallelism, there is no superiority or dominion between the mind as
the finite mode of the attribute of tThought, and the body as the finite mode of the
attribute of Extension. What the human body can do corresponds with the production of
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three kinds of ideas in the mind. Additionally, each kind of knowledge expresses a
certain mode of existence or way of life. Therefore, the answer to ethical questions is
entangled with an examination of three kinds of knowledge (signs, common notions,
and ideas of essence). The mind becomes active when it transitions from imagination to
reason, creating common notions instead of images of things. Similarly, the body
becomes active when, instead of passively succumbing to the often decomposing and
sad effects of external bodies, it actively affects itself and increases its power by
composing its internal relations with other compatible bodies. Deleuze, after elucidating
Spinoza's path from passivity to activity, which begins with the formation of common
notions, proceeds to investigate the third type of ideas, namely ideas of essence. He
explains their relationship with the idea of God and how the mind transitions from
common notions to ideas of essence. Spinoza's expressionism holds three important
philosophical implications: firstly, at the level of existence, the absolute replaces the
infinite; Attributes as forms of existence are considered expressions of absolute
substance, and intensive parts (degrees of power) replace Cartesian notions of real
quantities. At the level of knowledge, true knowledge is considered a causal expression
rather than an idea with the external qualities of clarity and distinction. At the level of
individuals, the expressive nature of forms of existence (attributes) signifies the
expressive nature of the mind and body of one unified individual human being, resulting
in a non-causal correspondence between them. In this article, by analyzing the parts and
chapters of the book “Expressionism in Philosophy: Spinoza”, 1 examine Deleuze's
reading of Spinoza's philosophy and demonstrate how Deleuze identifies the presence of
expressionism in various dimensions of Spinoza's philosophy, including ontology,
physics, epistemology, and ethics. In doing so, I synchronize with the process Deleuze
undertakes in his reading, elucidating the blossoming of Spinoza's concepts and their
internal relations.
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