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Abstract 

The book “Islamic Republic of Iran’s Environmental Diplomacy in the Caspian Sea” 

has explained Iran's diplomacy to protect the environment of the Caspian Sea. The 

author of the book, in the framework of the SWOT method, has offered the strengths, 

weaknesses, opportunities, and threats of Iran’s environmental diplomacy in the 

Caspian Sea. Concerning the conclusion of the book, the author offers suggestions for 

strengthening Iran’s diplomacy. The author of the book tries to acquaint the readers with 

the situation of Iran’s environmental diplomacy in the Caspian Sea, and for this reason, 

it has many advantages. But at the same time, it has many weaknesses. The weaknesses 

of the book can be divided into two parts: form and content. Writing and editing 

problems and the lack of a conclusion section are the most important formal 

weaknesses, and the incorrect implementation of the SWOT method and ambiguity in 

the application of the concept of diplomacy are the most important content weaknesses 

of the book. Removing these weaknesses can lead to improving the quality of the book. 

In this article, with a critical approach, an attempt has been made to introduce the book 

"Environmental Diplomacy of the Islamic Republic of Iran in the Caspian Sea" and its 

advantages and to point out weaknesses of the book to be considered by its author in the 

next editions. 
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Extended Abstract 

The importance of finding environmental issues and their impacts on the relations 

between countries has led to the emergence of the concept of environmental diplomacy. 

With the emergence of this concept, researchers of political sciences and international 

relations started trying to investigate the actions of governments in this field. 

Considering the environmental issues of the Caspian Sea, and their impacts on the 

relations of the countries of this region, some researchers have also focused on studying 

the environmental diplomacy of the Caspian Sea littoral states. 

One of the works in this field published in Persian is the book “Islamic Republic of 

Iran’s Environmental Diplomacy in the Caspian Sea”. The authors (Bahareh Sazmand 

and Ali Emamifar) have introduced the purpose of writing the book to examine Iran's 

environmental diplomacy in the Caspian Sea. On the one hand, they have introduced the 

weaknesses and strengths of the Islamic Republic of Iran's environmental diplomacy in 

the Caspian Sea, and they have presented the opportunities and threats facing this 

diplomacy. The question is to what extent have the authors of the book succeeded in 

investigating Iran's environmental diplomacy in the Caspian Sea? To answer this 

question, this article uses a critical approach by introducing the book on environmental 

diplomacy of the Islamic Republic of Iran in the Caspian Sea, its weaknesses, and 

shortcomings in examining the issues that have been stated. 

The weaknesses and strengths mentioned by the authors of the book for the Islamic 

Republic of Iran's environmental diplomacy in the Caspian Sea are: 

Weaknesses: a. Ineffective environmental agreements, and b. the weak role of the 

environmental issues in the country's policies. 

Strengths: a. Membership of the Islamic Republic of Iran in environmental 

conventions, b. Effective cooperation of governmental organizations, c. Non-extraction 

of oil and gas from the Caspian Sea, d. Attention and emphasis of Iranian authorities on 

environmental preservation, e. Cooperation with regional organizations for the 

protection of the Caspian Sea environment. 

Opportunities and threats mentioned by the authors of the book for the Islamic 

Republic of Iran's environmental diplomacy in the Caspian Sea are as follows: 

Opportunities: a. Diversity of valuable marine resources, b. Valuable energy 

resources, and c. Tourism industry. 

Threats: a. Economic problems of coastal countries, b. Lack of agreement of coastal 

countries on the Caspian Sea legal regime, c. Challenges of the Caspian Sea legal 

regime, d. Intervention of extra-regional countries in the Caspian Sea, e. Plan to connect 



141  Abstract 

 

the Caspian Sea to the Persian Gulf, and f. Environmental pollution of the Caspian Sea 

by coastal countries. 

The book “Islamic Republic of Iran’s Environmental Diplomacy in the Caspian 

Sea” contains valuable content and numerous merits. The most significant content 

merits of the book include: 

a. Dealing with the issue of diplomacy from the perspective of environmental issues, 

and paying attention to an issue (environmental issue) that has many fundamental and 

long-term consequences, which received less attention and priority. With this book, the 

authors have been able to draw the readers' attention to the fact that special attention 

should be paid to the preservation of the environment of the Caspian Sea in diplomacy 

and relations with the coastal countries of the Caspian Sea. 

b. Practical approach and presentation of executive proposals. While pointing out 

the threats and weaknesses in the environmental diplomacy of the coastal countries of 

the Caspian Sea, the authors have mentioned the strengths and opportunities that can be 

relied on to overcome the challenges, and have suggested solutions to advance 

environmental diplomacy. 

Alongside its merits and useful content, this book also has weaknesses and 

shortcomings. Regardless of numerous formal weaknesses, the most prominent 

methodological and substantive weaknesses of the book include: 

a. Methodological Weakness: The research method of the book and its execution are 

ambiguous. The authors have stated that they used the SWOT (Strengths, Weakness, 

Opportunities, Threats) method but have not introduced this method and its 

implementation stages. The authors have not specified how they applied this method, 

(which is applicable in the field of management, especially at the organizational level), 

in a broad domain such as diplomacy. Therefore, it is unclear how strengths, 

weaknesses, opportunities, and threats have been identified. Furthermore, sufficient 

attention has not been given to the accuracy of the findings resulting from the 

implementation of the method. Sometimes opportunities have been introduced as 

strengths, challenges and threats as weaknesses, and weaknesses as threats. 

b. Theoretical Weakness and Ambiguity: The theoretical framework of the book is 

also ambiguous. The authors have not introduced any theory or conceptual framework 

to link environmental issues and diplomacy. Therefore, it is unclear on what theoretical 

basis the analysis of the content has been conducted and conclusions have been drawn. 

c. Conceptual Weakness: Given the theoretical weakness of the book, the authors 

have not provided precise definitions of fundamental concepts and have encountered 
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difficulties in applying these concepts. The title of the book is Environmental 

Diplomacy, implying that the environment is a tool for advancing foreign policy. 

However, in the book, the environment is the subject of diplomacy, not the tool for its 

advancement. On the other hand, in some parts of the book, the authors have attempted 

to explain the dimensions of environmental diplomacy but have mostly focused on the 

dimensions and scope of environmental issues in the Caspian Sea region. In the second 

chapter of the book, efforts are made to the Islamic Republic of Iran's environmental 

diplomacy in the Caspian Sea, but agreements and conventions are introduced therein.  

In a general assessment, it can be said that there isn't much coherence between the 

title of the book and its content. The reason for this is the authors' broad interpretation 

of environmental diplomacy, which encompasses all dimensions of environmental 

issues. Instead of focusing on environmental diplomacy, the authors have examined a 

range of environmental issues in the Caspian Sea.  

If the reader of the book, according to the definition of diplomacy, seeks to 

understand the role and impact of Caspian Sea environmental issues on advancing the 

Islamic Republic of Iran's foreign policy, by reading this book, they cannot find it. 

However, if they seek to understand what actions the Iranian government has taken 

regarding Caspian Sea environmental issues and what limitations it faces, they can 

obtain valuable information and analysis. Therefore, it seems that if the title of the book 

were changed to "The Islamic Republic of Iran and Environmental Issues in the Caspian 

Sea," it would find a better fit with its content. 
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