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literature, critical discourse analysis which aims to study cultural and
literary works, and investigate and analyze the impact of social
constructions on the aspects of human life which is reflected in
cultural, artistic and literary works. Sociology of gender is one of the
new branches of sociology that studies the structure of gender
relations and inequalities. The present article aimed to show the
mentality and culture of Kurdish regions towards women with a
descriptive-analytical approach from the view of gender sociology and
based on Kurdish legends. The results of the research show that
despite the existence of few Kurdish legends that have a positive point
of view to women's gender, the prevailing mentality in this
geographical region shows gender misconceptions about women. This
part of Kurdish folklore is gendered and most of the Kurdish legends

1. Assistant Professor of Persian Language and Literature, Payam Nour University, Tehran,
Iran.

http://www.orcid.org 0000-0003-4270-0307

2. Assistant Professor of Persian Language and Literature, Payam Nour University, Tehran,
Iran.

http://www.orcid.org 0000-0003-9628-5909

3. MAin Persian Language and Literature, Payam Nour University, Tehran, Iran.
http://www.orcid.org 0000-0009-3097-6862

© 2024 The Author(s). Published by TMU Press. This open-access article is published under the terms
of the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International License which permits Share
BY NC (copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format) and Adapt (remix, transform, and build

upon the material) under the Attribution-NonCommercial terms.

75


https://journals.modares.ac.ir/index.php?sid=11&slc_lang=en
mailto:kamali.Mahmoud@Pnu.ac.ir

Culture and Folk Literature
E-1SSN :2423-7000

Vol. 12, No.56
May — June 2024
Research Article

b &

AT

that are related to women are expression of humiliation, gender
discrimination, and underestimating women.

Keywords: Folklore; Kurdish legends; sociology of gender; Stephanie
Garrett.

Background

The book of Kurdish legends is written by Margarita Barisovna
Rudenko translated by Karim Keshavarz, which studies legends on
various topics. In an article, Mohammadpour and colleagues believe
that women are depicted as positive, negative, indeterminate and
contradictory objects in Kurdish proverbs. In an article titled "Women
in the Mirror of Kurdish and Arabic Proverbs”, Khezeli and Salimi
have come to the conclusion that the image of women in these
proverbs is influenced by the type of government, political, social,
economic, cultural conditions and religious beliefs has two positive
and negative dimensions. Rostaminejadan and Mansouri Moghadam
have discussed the place of women in the culture of the Kurdistan
people and legends. Ghasemi in his article "Sociology of Gender in
Kalhori Kurdish Proverbs" expressed the mentality and culture of the
western region of Iran (Kermanshah) towards women and believes
that despite the few proverbs with a positive approach towards
women, the dominant mentality is Sexual misconceptions about
women in many studied cases.

Aims and questions

The purpose of this research is to investigate and analyze Kurdish
legends based on the theory of sociology of gender, to explain gender
perspective, to express the influence and role of social and cultural
variables of Kurdish society in the structure and gender relations
based on Kurdish legends, and it aims to answer these questions: How
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is the gender view in Kurdish legends based on Stephanie Garrett's
gender sociology theory? In Kurdish legends, what role do the social
and cultural variables of the Kurdish society play in the structure and
gender relations?

Discussion

Some important factors shape gender thoughts and beliefs about
masculinity and femininity of people, which play an important role in
inculcating and stabilizing gender roles. The most obvious of these
factors are society, families, media, governance, literature, etc. This
shows that many gender beliefs are not biologically determined and
are created culturally. The oral literature of every nation, which is part
of the popular culture, "is a collection that has been inherited from
generation to generation in the form of experience" (Rooholamini,
2003). It is a full-view in which many social relationships are
reflected, and in fact, in all ages, it is a reminder of the special
capabilities of the human species and a mirror of the real life of
humans (Sipak, 2005). The position of women and attention to gender
is one of the most important issues that have been discussed in the
folklore of various nations. Kurdish legends are a part of this wide
range that can be examined from the perspective of gender sociology;
because it includes a variety of characters. The actions and behavior of
these characters and the way of interacting with them are influenced
by the social culture and ideology that governs their society.
Economic beliefs, patriarchal culture as well as religious teachings
play a significant role in explaining and determining the behavior of
the characters of these legends. It is believed that each of the three
mentioned factors play a significant role in inducing stereotyped
gender behaviors in these legends.
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Conclusion

In Kurdish legends, women have been viewed from two different
perspectives, and in fact, from the perspective of the sociology of
gender, we are faced with two different aspects of women, firstly, the
negative aspect that sees women as weak and incapable objects and
under the influence of the Patriarchy system which is a reflection of
patriarchal thoughts and a sign of belief in the inferiority and second
sex of women wihch is based on cultural habits as well as the
socialization of gender roles, and the second positive aspect is
considering women as a holy and capable being that reminds of the
matrilineal era. Of course, the first aspect, or the negative aspect,
which includes things such as inferiority, wickedness and sedition,
sensitivity, quick-temperedness, and superficiality of women, but in
addition to this aspect, in Kurdish legends, we are faced with another
type of attitude towards women, which is very important in its own
way, and that is the positive side and placing women in a sacred
position, which includes the basic and fundamental roles of the family,
i.e. wife and mother, and these duties are performed well despite all
the adversities. In addition to the essential role and influence of
women in the socialization of children (mostly girls), women have
been introduced as an example of honor and pride and a factor in its
preservation and survival.
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