4. |Culture and Folk Literature
a4 E-ISSN.+ 24237000
TS Vol. 12, No.55
April & may 2024
Research Article

The Analysis of Magic, Rituals and Poems in these
Therapeutic Rituals Bushehr Province According to
James Frazer

. e L. Received: 08/06/2023
Mehdi Rezaei*!, Asma Hosseini? Accepted: 21/11/2023

Abstract c N
. . . iy " * Corresponding Author's E-mail:
Research in the field of rituals is important and necessary because the rezaei@Eazemngsfu,ac,ir

identity of the people of a society lies in them. In this research, using a
descriptive-analytical method, to investigate magic, poems and rituals
in rituals, Zar, Azaim -Nashini, Kondo, Nonposh and Tabe Garmak
were studied. Magic is one of the prominent elements that can be seen
in these rituals. Accordingly, the rituals are examined from the point
of view of George James Frazer. The results show that only the
treatment of the Nun-Posh ritual is done with the magic of proximity,
in other rituals, the magic of similarity is observed. In addition, poems
and verses are recited in rituals that are effective in treating diseases.
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Research background

In the field of healing rituals of Bushehr province, some studies have
been conducted such as Sharifian in the book Ahl Zemin (from the
earth) Music and Illusions on the Island of Kharg that introduces the
Zar ritual in Kharg and the instruments that are played in the Zar
ritual. Abdul Hossein Ahmadi-Rishhari in the book Sangestan
analyzes the popular beliefs and customs of Bushehr people about
Bushehr's customs and traditions. A ten-volume collection has been
written on history, land, and culture by Zakaria Rostgar, which is only
limited to a brief description of customs and traditions. Mamouri has
collected a number of traditions, performing arts, rituals and festivals
in the book Intangible Heritage of Bushehr Province. The article
"Food and the growth of human thought, a case study” investigates
Nonpush ritual in the culture of Bushehr people™ which is written by
Alireza Hassanzadeh. The research conducted on the treatment rituals
of Bushehr province has been written without any analysis about the
effect of magic in the treatment of rituals.

Goals, questions, and assumptions

Rituals are a legacy of previous generations that show their efforts in
facing the mysterious nature and are performed based on belief. The
importance of rituals is that the identity of people of a society lies in it.
In the healing rituals of Bushehr province, it is believed that the
disease is caused by external and transcendental factors, and local
witchdoctors and doctors try to cure the disease. In this research, the
magic in the treatment of these rituals is examined based on James
Frazer's point of view. In addition to magic, poetry and words, which
are one of the important elements of these rituals, will also be
discussed. The research questions are:

1. Are the healing rituals of Bushehr province explainable based on
Frazer's point of view or not?
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2. What is the structure and content of these rituals and poems?

Main discussion

According to James George Frazer, magical rituals are performed in
two ways: 1. The magic of similarity, 2. The magic of proximity. In
the magic of similitude, everything is similar to itself or every effect is
similar to its cause. In the magic of proximity, things that were once in
contact with each other affect each other from afar after the contact is
cut off (Frazer, 1994, translation by Firuzmand, 2012, p. 87).

In rituals of Zar, Azaim -Nashini, Kondo and Tabe Garmak, the
patient is treated with the magic of similitude. In the ritual of Zar
Babazar and Mamazar, they endure pain with the aim of saving their
patients from the evil spirits and demons, and this pain tolerance is
considered the magic of similitude. In the ritual of Azaim -Nashini,
the AzaimKhan as a doctor pretends to bear the pain of the patient and
utters prayers and chants with the idea that the patient will recover by
suffering pain and suffering. In the Kondo ritual, the child's mother
and sister carry him with the help of a basket, imagining when the
child is able to walk. In the Tabe Garmak ritual, the yellowness of the
patient is transferred to the patient with the yellowness of the fire and
the redness of the fire, which is a sign of health and life-giving. In the
ritual of Nonpush, the disease is cured by proximity magic. Evil and
disease are transferred to the bread that is close to the patient and the
patient recovers.

In Kondo and Nonpush rituals, the poems are in Persian and local
dialect. In other rituals, words and references are in non-Persian
language. The rituals of Zar and Azaim -Nashini are
incomprehensible. Prayers and poems of Nonpush rituals and Kondo
poems have meaning. The content of Zar and Azaim -Nashini rituals
is not clear, but the content of other rituals is requested. The audience
of the Zar and Azaim -Nashini rituals is the genie or the spirit that has
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dissolved in the patient's body and doctors ask him to leave the
patient's body. They are addressed to God in the Nanpush ritual and
people are addressed in the Kondo ritual.

Result

All rituals are performed in groups. Eating is discussed in rituals. In
the Zar ritual of eating blood, the ritual of Azaim -Nashini, Nonpush,
the ritual of Tabe Garmak, the ritual of Kondo, foods are eaten. Music
and dance are considered important factors in Zar ritual, which has a
very comprehensive and ancient background. Ecstasy and inspiration
can be seen in the rituals of Zar and Azaim -Nashini. Fire, with its
cultural-mythological background, is considered one of the important
elements in Tabeh-Garmak ritual. Indoctrination as the magical
function of words is the main factor in all rituals.
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Table 1.The type of rituals magical treatment
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Table 2. Poems and rituals in therapeutic rituals
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