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Mongolian tribes, following their cultural traditions, have a diverse
array of names for people. This was particularly evident during and
after the Mongol rule in Iran, where Persian texts from that era often
reflect these Mongolian names. Iranian writers and historians
sometimes provided insights into the meanings and reasons behind
these names, along with related stories and narratives. Despite the
significance of Mongol nomenclature in literary and historical texts,
comprehensive research on this topic remains scarce, underscoring the
need for this study. In these texts, naming patterns varied according to
nature, physical conditions, events, and manners. Sometimes, names
were altered for various reasons.
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Research background

There has been no independent research on the present issue so far;
only some authors have mentioned this, in their research such as:
History of Mongols in Iran (Spuler, 1986, translated by Miraftab,
1997, p. 198), Religion and Government in Iran during the Mongol
Era (Bayani, 1992, p. 16-17) the seventh chapter of Histoire Secrete
Des Mongols (Bayani, 2022, p. 116) and in some articles which refer
to the custom of naming the Mongols. So, it is necessary to discuss
this belief in detail, by referring to literary and historical texts.

The article 'Patterns of Naming among the Mongols' investigates the
history and types of Mongolian names (Moses, 1988, vol.11/pp. 25-34).
Another study, 'Naming among the Mongols: An Ethnographic-Librarian
Survey' focuses on naming customs and patterns, discussing the social
significance of name selection and the influencing factors (Vinkovics,
1985, vol.39/pp. 25-37).

This research stands out for its targeted analysis of Mongol naming
culture and its representation in Persian and Iranian historical
literature, alongside the "Secret History" book.

The main research question

This study tries to answer the following research question:

Which naming patterns of the Mongols have been reflected in the
historical and literary texts of the 7th and 8th centuries of Iran?

Research method and data collection

This research was done in a descriptive-analytical way and its data
was provided in library manner. The data collection tool was a note
sheet that was provided by referring to research sources. These notes
were sorted, classified and analyzed by qualitative content analysis.
After studying the historical and literary sources, a significant
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variation was observed in the names of Mongols and significant
results were obtained.

Discussion

The great variety of names and different patterns of naming among the
Mongol peoples shows that these people attached great value to
names. "The name is an important cultural and social phenomenon
that accompanies a person from before birth to after death. This
principle is rooted in the religious, national, literary, intellectual and
historical beliefs of the people of the society” (Ghanbari Adivi, 2012,
p. 83). For this reason, naming culture is seen among many ethnic
groups and nations such as Indians, Iranians, Arabs, Westerners, etc.
Sometimes "the culture, manners and criteria of naming are different
among different nations and ethnic groups” (Amin, 2016, p. 6). It is
sometimes associated with similarities. Various and diverse names
show how much the Mongols cared about their meaning. Among
them, one of the naming methods is inspired by the birth situation of
the youngest child in the family in such a way that "the youngest child
is chosen as the guardian of the family and his name is determined
accordingly" (Vladimir Tessef: 2007, p. 83). Appearance and physical
characteristics, personality and behavioral characteristics, name,
objects and social base, changing names to different places were also
very common.

The variety in Mongolian naming patterns highlights their cultural
significance. Naming reflects religious, national, literary, intellectual,
and historical beliefs. Different ethnic groups, including Indians,
Iranians, Arabs, and Westerners, have their unique naming cultures.
Mongolian names often derive from birth circumstances, physical
traits, personality, or social status, illustrating their emphasis on the
meanings behind names.
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Conclusion

After analyzing the literary and historical texts, numerous Mongolian
names were identified. These names, deeply rooted in cultural beliefs
and symbols, were used as models for naming individuals. Names
form an integral part of every Mongolian's socio-cultural identity, with
adherence to beliefs, customs, and traditions reinforcing this identity.
The examination and classification of names in these texts revealed
the bases for these names, identifying various naming patterns.
Examples are provided to illustrate these patterns: 1. Birth and
position or status: For the Mongols, the circumstances of birth and the
position of the baby are significant, often influencing the chosen
name. 2. Physical characteristics and personality: The Mongols
considered a person's physical abilities, appearance, and personality
when naming. 3. They often selected names reflecting moral,
behavioral, and psychological traits. 4. Animal Names: The practice of
using animal names is rooted in Mongolian culture and belief,
highlighting the importance they placed on the natural world. 5.
Human structures and objects: Mongolian naming conventions also
included inspiration from human-made structures and objects. 6.
Names reflecting status: The Mongols often assigned new names or
titles based on the power and status an individual attained,
demonstrating the dynamic nature of their naming practices. Overall,
Mongolian naming customs were deeply entwined with their cultural
patterns and beliefs. Various naming patterns among the Mongols
were evident in the literary and historical texts from the 7th and 8th
centuries of the Hijri calendar, coinciding with the Mongol era in Iran.
These patterns were based on several factors, including the
characteristics related to birth status, physical appearance and
capabilities, personality and behavioral traits, names of objects, and
animal names, as well as social foundations. this diversity in naming
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conventions reflects the rich cultural tapestry of the period. Changing
the name was a manner and followed their cultural pattern and beliefs.
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