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Background and Objective: In recent decades and after the realization
of the Islamic revolution in Iran, various discussions about the world
revolution of Imam Mahdi (PBUH) have started in scientific circles and
among intellectuals, and many researches have been carried out in this
field, and even research centers and publications have been established. It
has been published in this field and it has been discussed on issues such
as investigating the reasons for the absence of Imam (PBUH), creating the
context for the appearance, signs of the appearance, why despair of the
appearance and the role of people in hastening the appearance. In this
research, the word "emergence" and the traditions related to it have been
investigated, and then the effect of "emergence" in providing personal and
social health has been discussed.

Methods: This is a library-based study conducted using a descriptive-
analytical method. Using dictionaries, examining Quranic verses and
hadiths, as well as searching on databases such as Magiran and
Noormagz, the present study attempts to find out the different meanings
of the word ‘Zohour’ (appearance), its derivatives and practical uses, and
examine its meanings in the words of God (i.e., the Quran). The authors
reported no conflict of interest.

Results: The word ‘zohour’ (appearance) and its derivatives are used in
several meanings such as revealing and overcoming, and this word has
been used in the Qur'an to refer to the victory of Islam and its victory over
other religions. The Prophet (PBUH) used this word for the first time on
the subject of Mahdism. In addition, verses and narrations point to the
fact that one of the purposes of the appearance is religious revival and
revival of forgotten traditions. In the interpretation of others, renewal and
revitalization is for individuals and society to reach good health and to
move away from corruption and destruction, which will provide the
ground for personal and social health.

Conclusion: The purpose of the appearance of Imam Mahdi (PBUH) is to
eradicate oppression and corruption and to realize justice at the global
level. In this way, the ground will be prepared for the development and
perfection of all human beings and personal and social health will be
realized.

Please cite this article as: Hashemi-Kashani S Gh, Razavi SM, Aram MR. An Examination of the Word Zohour (Appearance) in the Quran and the
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Paying attention to the words in creating a verbal

connection and inducing the speaker's exact
meaning is one of the most important rhetorical
strategies, which is also done carefully in the
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words of God and the traditions of the innocent
Imams (peace be upon them). The upcoming
research examined the use of the word “Zohour"
(appearance) in relation to Mahdism in the period
from the beginning of Islam to the era of absence
of Imam Mahdi (PBUH)) in the words of God and
the hadiths of the Prophet (PBUH) and its
references in the words of the Imams (PBUH) in
order to determine the reason for choosing this
word for the era after disappearance of Hazrat
Mahdi (PBUH).

Words in the Arabic language have wide and
multiple meanings, and following the meanings of
the words of the Quran and hadiths can provide us
with more precise concepts. The word ‘Zohour’
(appearance) and its derivatives are not an
exception, especially that this word is used a lot in
reference to the end of the absence of Hazrat
Mahdi (AS).

So far, there have been many studies on the
appearance of Imam Mahdi (PBUH), including
the study by Khani et al. entitled "Recognizing the
definition of the signs and conditions of the
Appearance based on an analysis of hadiths" (1),
and the study by Porseyyed Aghaei and Behboodi
with the title "Despair and lack of hope for the
appearance (causes and the ways out)" (2). All
these studies have dealt with issues not related to
spiritual health. In the current research, the author
investigated the word "appearance” in the Quran
and hadiths and its relationship with individual
and social health.

Methods

This is a library-based study conducted using a
descriptive-analytical method. Using dictionaries,
examining Quranic verses and hadiths, as well as
searching on databases such as Mogiran and
Noormagz, the present study attempts to find out
the different meanings of the word ‘Zohour’
(appearance), its derivatives and practical uses,
and examine its meanings in the words of God
(i.e., the Quran).

Results

The meaning of the word ‘appearance’ and its
derivatives

The word ‘Zohour’ is used both in the singular
infinitive infinitive (on the rhythm of Fo’ul) and
as broken plural. As an infinitive, it means to be
revealed. But if we understand the appearance as
back and what is behind (7), then it is a broken
plural and its singular form of ‘Zahr’ (meaning
back). With regard to the meaning of ‘Zohour’,
Farahidi in al-Ain (7) states that it means
revelation of what has been hidden.

Journal of Pizhithish dar din va salamat
(i.e., Research on Religion & Health)

The words appearance and Mahdism

In reference to Hazrat Mahdi (PBUH), ‘Zohour’
has the meaning associated with its infinitive,
which is his appearance or revelation after his
absence. A careful examination of this word
indicates that the appearance of Hazrat Mahdi
(PBUH) means  revelation  with  two
characteristics: 1) revelation that comes after
being hidden, and 2) revelation that also has the
meaning of overcoming. The root word "z h r"
and its derivatives have been used 59 times in the
Quran (33 times in the nominal form and 26 times
in its current form) in the Quran. The Prophet
(PBUH) used this word for Hazrat Mahdi’s
(PBUH) end of disappearance period (14).

By studying the Quranic usage of the word
‘zohour’, we come across the word “leyozherah”,
which appears in three surahs in similar phrases,
all of which were revealed in Madinah; When the
Prophet (PBUH) had established the Islamic
government and the enemies of Islam had
imposed wars on the Prophet (PBUH) and
intended to eradicate the nascent Islamic
government and Muslims were experiencing
dangerous threats, in this critical situation God
Almighty in the Quran promised the victory of
Islam three times (in Surah Al-Towbah, verse 33;
Surah Al-Fath, verse 28; and Surah Al-Saf, verse
9).

Based on the two points mentioned with regard
to the word ‘appearance’; 1) Revealing after
concealment and 2) a kind of revelation in which
the meaning of overcoming is also found, the use
of the word ‘appearance’ in the divine promise of
the victory of Islam over other religions in all
three verses that mention that promise indicates
that before the conquest of Islam over other
religions, the value and truth of Islam is hidden
from many people of the world, and also after the
revelation of the truth of Islam, this religion will
conquer other religions.

Appearance and its role in individual and
social health

The righteous servants who will inherit the
earth in the future are righteous and worthy people
who are among the helpers of Imam Mahdi
(PBUH). On the other hand, it should be noted
that one of the important conditions for ensuring
the spiritual health of a person is the existence of
faith and righteous deeds, which can be seen in
the helpers of Imam Mahdi (PBUH) (25). Besides,
one of the important goals of the establishment of
the world government of Imam Mahdi (PBUH) is
the spread of justice throughout the world (26).
Justice has always been an ideal for humans.
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What should be noted is that justice is one of
the basic conditions for the realization of social
health, and since justice puts everything in its
proper place, this will provide the ground for
moderation in all areas of human life, and when
the society is on the path of moderation, it will be
possible to  witness the realization of
comprehensive health in all social sectors.

Since one of the duties and plans of the Imams
(PBUT), especially the twelfth leader, is guidance
and directing, and one of the sources of this
guidance is the Holy Quran, therefore, as a result
of this guidance, the society and its people will be
guided to the ways to health.

Another important factor in spiritual health is
hope, which is the source of life and vitality and
mental dynamism. The hope that comes from
expectation is rooted in the perfectionist and
justice-seeking nature of man, and the basis of this
hope is God's sure promise of the victory of the
righteous and the oppressed in the world.

Happiness and joy, which can be mentioned as
signs of spiritual health, have been considered as
one of the signs of appearance in the statement of
Imam Ali (PBUH) (14). This happiness will
spread to the whole world people with any
religion.

Conclusion

According to statements and narrations, the time
of complete victory of Islam over other religions
is in the end of time. In Islamic teachings, the
agent and executor of the victory of the school of
Islam over other schools is Imam Mahdi (PBUH).
Therefore, when the Prophet (PBUH) and the
infallible Imams (PBUT) after him wanted to
mention the rise of Imam Mahdi (PBUH), they
used the word "Zohour" (appearance) in many
cases to indicate two points implicitly but clearly;
First, the implementation of this divine promise is
done by Imam Mahdi (PBUH). Second, according
to the subtleties of the meaning of the word
"appearance" (revealed after being hidden),
Hazrat Hojjat (PBUH) would be absent from
public view before this action.

The continuous but secret presence of Imam
Mahdi (PBUH) in the society has blessings and
effects that cause individual and social spiritual
health. Among the factors affecting spiritual
health that is created by this presence are: the
existence of faith and righteous deeds, targeting
the spread of justice throughout the world,
creating hope and encouragement in society,
happiness and vitality in society, moderation in all
aspects of human life, the presence of guidance in
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the direction of the correct and true school of
revelation (i.e., the Quran).
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