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Abstract

Background and purpose: One of the most important organizations that plays an
important role in border interactions with neighboring countries is the Border Guard
Command of the Islamic Republic of Iran. The current research seeks to design and
compile a model of border diplomacy of the Border Guard Command of the Islamic
Republic of Iran in the western borders of the country.

Methodology: The current research is descriptive and qualitative in terms of its
practical purpose and in terms of the nature and method of data collection. The data
collection tool is a semi-structured interview with a community including
commanders (first-class border guards with letter of credence), experts and experts
familiar with the subject of the research in the number of 16 people under the
condition of theoretical saturation. Data analysis has been done using the three-level
theme analysis method (basic, organizing and inclusive themes).

Findings: The findings of the research show that according to the participants, the
pattern of border diplomacy of the Islamic Republic of Iran in the western borders of
the country includes 4 overarching themes, 10 organizing themes and 73 basic
themes. Political, security, cultural-social and economic concepts were the concepts
that were extracted as overarching themes in this research.

Results: The results of the above research indicate that the western borders of the
country, due to their functional and security importance, need to strengthen border
interactions in the form of border diplomacy, and the model obtained in this research
provides a framework to improve the aforementioned interactions. The dimensions
obtained in this model show that attention and investment in these sectors are
directly related to stable internal security; Because providing security in the border
areas as the first layer of defense security will lead to strengthening the security in
the central centers.
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