Conservation and Restoration Plan of the Urartian
Inscription of Seqindel, Varzeghan, East Azerbaijan, Iran

Mehdi Razani ", Leyli Nemani khiyavi >

1*. Associate Professor, Faculty Member, Faculty of Conservation of Cultural Materials, Tabriz Islamic

Art University, Iran.

2. PhD Student of Restoration of Cultural and Historical Objects, Art University of Isfahan. Iran.

Abstract

This research investigates methods for conservation, restoration,
and reinforcement of the Urartian inscription of Seqindel. It also
aims to propose feasible recommendations for improving the
preservation and stabilization conditions of the inscription and
consequently, the historical site itself. The Seqindel inscription
was discovered in 1951 CE near the village of Seqindel, beside a
complex archaeological site. It stands as a significant artefact from
the Urartian era in northwest Iran, dating back approximately 2750
years. Stone inscriptions are inherently vulnerable to environmental
factors that can lead to deterioration. To address this concern, the
research incorporates structural studies, pathology assessments,
and analyses of the inscription's current condition. The results
indicate that priority should be given to emergency stabilization and
consolidation to prevent the collapse of the inscription, followed by
practical measures for ongoing protection, and finally, preventive
conservation. Considering the inscription's location approximately
2 kilometers from the village of Saqindel, the following key
recommendations are proposed for its preservation and promotion:
1) Community participation in protection efforts, 2) Tourism
enhancement and deterrence of unauthorized excavations, 3) Road
construction for improved accessibility,4) Site access and signage
development, 5) Natural stone staircase construction, 6) Design and
insulation of informative signage, 7) Vegetation revitalization in the
adjacent valley.
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