The Displacement of the Qajar Fireplace Related to the
Historic Mansion of Sadiq Al Saltaneh in Tabriz

Saeid Mehriar ", Mahboob abdolalizade ?, Zahra Talischianazar 3, Mehdi Razani *

1*- MA of Conservation and Restoration of Historical Building, Tabriz, Iran
2. PhD Candidate. Restoration of Cultural and Historical Objects, Tabriz, Iran

3. B.A painting at Old Master Academy .London, England

4. Associate Professor, Faculty of Conservation of Cultural Materials, Tabriz Islamic Art University, [ran

Abstract

The preservation and restoration of historical monuments are among the
most crucial objectives worldwide, aiming to pass cultural heritage on
to future generations. These efforts encompass a wide range of activities
carried out by specialists while adhering to various aspects, including
the theoretical principles of historical restoration. The Sadiq Al Saltaneh
Mansion, located in the Magsoudiyeh neighborhood of Tabriz, is one
of the notable buildings from the Qajar period. In addition to its unique
architectural layout, the mansion features stucco decorations on the
columns and fireplaces. During the restoration process, evidence from
various historical periods was uncovered, highlighting the alterations
the building has undergone over time. A significant challenge arose
when a historical fireplace in the northwest room of the mansion’s first
floor was discovered, along with a stuccoed wall dating back to the
late Safavid and early Zand periods hidden behind it. This presented a
dilemma regarding how to display both significant historical features.
After thorough examination of the site and assessment of the artifacts, it
was decided to relocate the fireplace within its original space. The goal
was to enhance the understanding of the building and to better showcase
both valuable historical elements. Given the historical significance
and aesthetic value of both features, the relocation of the fireplace and
the subsequent exposure of the historical wall behind it were deemed
necessary. The technical process of relocation involved framing and
supporting the fireplace, followed by carefully detaching it from the wall
according to a pre-designed method. After securing the artifact with an
iron frame and clearing the surrounding area, the connection to the wall
was severed step by step, with reinforcement measures implemented
throughout the procedure. The fireplace was then moved to its new
location using a crane and installed in such a way that both features
could be fully observed. It should be noted that all actions were planned
and carried out based on technical and theoretical principles of historical
monument restoration.
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