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Abstract

Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh is a treasure of ancient Iranian ideas about the world and the founda-
tions of life. These are the ideas that have been effective in building the identity of Iranians,
creating social institutions as well as important political structures, and building cities and
houses. In this paper, we intend to examine mythical cities such as “Var-e- Jamkard”, “Sivash-
gerd’, “Kang Dej”, while achieving the general criteria of aesthetics from the point of view of
ancient Iranians, and their criteria in urban planning and building. Based on the descriptions
of mythological cities and by citing examples of the structure of ancient cities, we can show
the role of beauty and importance of aestheticism in the construction of these cities.

Keywords: Aesthetics; City; Shahnameh; Mazdaism.

! Associate Professor of Persian Language and Literature, Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies. Tehran, Iran.
alirezashabanlu@gmail.com

Article info: Received: 1 February 2024 | Accepted: 19 May 2024 | Published: 1 July 2024

Citation: Shabanlu, Alireza. (2024). “Aesthetics of Mythical Cities in Shahnameh”. Ancient Iranian Studies, Vol. 3 (10): 35-65..
https://doi.org/10.22034/AIS.2024.455658.1096


https://doi.org/10.22034/AIS.2024.434523.1071

https://orcid.org/0000-0002-2094-8005

sblal Lo, Je | Alireza Shabanlu

\N4

Introduction

In the ancient world, art was a tool not
only to explain religion but represent
and introduce it. Nonetheless, beauty/
aesthetic too had a strong connection
with religion, a link that made art enter
the public arena. In order to have a divine
life, people recreated the eternal exam-
ples as they believed that an aesthetic life
is based on the truth and thus is the most
correct one.

Discussion

Religious thoughts about (a) the begin-
ning of existence, (b) the process of cre-
ation, (c) the substance and form of ex-
istence, and (d) the purpose of creation,
show the foundations of the existence
of everything, including beauty. Irani-
ans’ conception of the world and nature
created the foundation of their aesthet-
ics. Using their mythology and religious
beliefs about the creation of heaven and
earth and other phenomena, Iranian ap-
plied the following principles in the con-
struction of ancient cities and buildings:

Concentration (Desire of Being inCenter):
In Iranian thought, the earth is in the
center of the sky and Iran is in the cen-
ter of the earth, and Kiyumarth (the first
human) and Var-e- Jamkard (the first
habitat) were also created in the center
of the world by the Daiti River. Therefore,
in building the city and houses, they first
determined the center of the earth and
built the castle and the temple in the
center (like Azar Mehr Borzin fire temple
in Kashmar), then they built other parts
of the city around it in a circular manner
(like Kang Dej and Siavash Gard). There-
fore, the circular cities are the most ide-

alistic ones in Iran, which were built on
high lands with good weather due to the
cosmology and experimental knowledge
of the ancient people, so that they would
be healthy, stable and safe cities for their
residents.

light: Lighting play an important role in
mythological architecture, and the city
and castle was built on the top of a hill
or mountain as if it wanted to ascend to
the light and sun, and the temple that
was built in the center of the city was the
house of light and sun, and other parts
of the city were facing the center like the
rays of the sun and the particles of light.
Stability: Circular cities were better than
non-circular ones in terms of stability
and defensive features. Since it is easier
to defend a circular space than a square
one, and it is also easier to fortify it, this
style of city structure was prevalent until
the Islamic era.

Dome Coverings: Another aesthetic el-
ement of mythical architecture, which
was popular in the construction of palac-
es and buildings in Iranian cities, is the
construction of dome coverings, which is
linked to the principle of centralization,
and is also a symbol of the dome of the
sky, which is spread over the earth. The
dome is a prominent element of Iranian
architecture, which from an aesthetic
point of view, is a symbol of the sky and
its earthly example, and not only it has
perfect geometric symmetry, rather is lo-
cated in the center of the building, and
the porches are placed on its four sides,
facing the four directions of the world,
and other buildings also face it meaning,
the dome is the center of existence.
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Ivan (Porch) and Chahartag (Four
Arches): Another significant element in
the architecture of mythical cities is a
porch, which is also known as Tag, such
as Taq Kasra or Ivan Kasra; and four
arches means four porches on four sides
of a building. At the end of the Assyrian
period, building a porch became popular.
This phenomenon became prominent in
Iranian architecture and spread later on.

Water and Plants: After creating the sky,
Hormazd created happiness for the crea-
tures in the sky, and after that he creat-
ed water, and from water he created the
earth, and in the fourth order of creation,
he created plants, and after that he cre-
ated the only cow and in the sixth stage,
Kyomarth was created. In the structure
of mythological cities, fields and gardens
are one of the main parts, and even a part
of the house was dedicated to the garden.

People’s Happiness: The ultimate goal of
creation and urban development: What
has been said so far was about the struc-

ture and important parts of the city, but
all these efforts are for the creation of
Hormazd to live happily and peacefully
in cities. Living happily in the world is
one of the ultimate goals of Hormazdi’s
creation. During the conflict between the
forces of Hormazd and Ahriman, hap-
piness is the greatest tool of Hormazd’s
creatures to improve the world and fight
against the devil.

Conclusion

The principles of Iranian aesthetics are
derived from Mazdaism. In the thought
of ancient Iranians, the criterion of beau-
ty is proportionate and balanced, which
are found in eternal examples and celes-
tial forms. Because the prototype of the
city is heaven, which is created as orb, in
epic stories, cities are like heaven and a
heavenly model. These aesthetic princi-
ples of mythical cities show that the ulti-
mate goal of building a city is for citizens
to live happily while working and striving
to improve the world.
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Fig. 1. (Nathan & Zollner, 2014: 284).
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Fig. 2. Koi Krylgan Kala, Khwarazm (Kayani, 1995: 248).
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Fig. 3. Ardashir-Khwarrah (Kayani, 1995: 69).
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