Geographical planning of space quarterly journal, 14 (1), 2024

Geographical planning of space quarterly journal

Online ISSN: 2538-4821

Journal Homepage: gps.gu.ac.ir

Research Paper

Measuring the sense of belonging to the land among different ethnic groups of
Golestan province and its impact on national security

Hossein Amoozad Mahdiraji >3

1. (Corresponding Author) Department of Geography, Payame Noor University, Tehran, Iran
Email: Hossein_amoozad@pnu.ac.ir

ARTICLEINFO ABSTRACT
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Belonging to The Land, threaten the national security of countries. Iran is an ethnically diverse
Nations, country, and the distinguishing features of ethnic groups in this country
National Security, are mostly focused on the components of racial, linguistic, religious
Golestan Province. and cultural diversity. The residence of Iranian ethnic groups mainly in

the border areas and adjacent to their co-speaking country provides a
suitable ground for ethnic crises and affecting the country's national
security; Therefore, considering the ethnic diversity in Golestan
province and the border of this province with Turkmenistan, the
purpose of this research is to examine the components of the sense of
belonging to the land among different ethnic groups that affect national
security. The research method is descriptive-analytical in nature and
practical in terms of purpose. The data was collected by survey method
and based on questionnaire and field observations. The number of the
statistical population (1093259) includes all ethnic groups of the
province and the sample size is 384 according to Morgan's table. The
findings of the research show that among the different ethnic groups of
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The issue of ethnicity is one of the sensitive
issues that have a direct relationship with
the national interests of all countries, since
most of the contemporary national political
units do not have the advantage of ethnic
homogeneity, designing an appropriate
ethnic policy in line with ethnic interaction
to achieve benefits and  security
Nationalism can be considered as a general
issue of the present era, including Iran
(ibid., 3). Therefore, a detailed study of the
factors that can lead to tension between the
ethnic groups living in Iran is one of the
research necessities of the current Iranian
society. Since the population of Iran has a
diverse composition in terms of language,
clothing, religion or even physical
characteristics.  Many  scientists  and
researchers  describe  the  population
structure of Iran as a combination of ethnic
groups (Ahmadipour et al., 2019, 37).
Golestan province is one of the northeastern
provinces of Iran, which was separated
from Mazandaran province in 1376. This
province has different ethnic groups in its
population structure, so that out of 24
ethnic groups in Iran, 16 ethnic groups and
religions live in this province. This has
caused this province to be referred to as the
cultural capital of Iran's ethnic groups,
considering the importance of ethnic-
cultural diversity in the northeast of the
country, it seems that knowing the different
ethnic groups of Golestan province and
obtaining detailed information about the
type of relationships and attitude of the
ethnic groups towards to other ethnicities
and inter-ethnic interactions of this
province to be effective in establishing the
security of the region and the country. The
transformation of ethnic interactions in the
past and its prediction in the future is
something that can be considered an
impossible necessity for planning the
cultural, economic-social, political and
security development of the province.

Methodology
The current research method is descriptive-
analytical in nature and practical in terms of

purpose with a positivist approach. Data
and information were collected using
questionnaires, interviews and field
observations. The statistical population of
residents and different tribes of the
province and the sample size is 384 people
according to Morgan's table. For data
analysis, while using descriptive indicators,
for inferential analysis, the Klomogrof-
Smirnov and Shapiro-Wilk tests, the
Kendall and Kruskal Wallis tests in the
environment SPSS software was used.

Results and discussion

To analyze the sense of belonging to the
land among different ethnic groups in the
first step to show the normality and
abnormality of the variable from the
Kolmogrof-Smirnov and Shapiro-Wilk test
and also in the second step to measure the
sense of belonging to the land in inter-
ethnic interactions among the different
ethnic groups of the province The Kendall
coefficient test was used, and finally, in the
third step, the Kruskal Wallis test was used
to examine the sense of belonging to the
land and also their ranking from the
perspective of different ethnic groups. The
calculated significance level of the
Kolmogorov-Smirnov and Shapiro-Wilk
test shows that all the items do not have a
normal distribution. As a result, non-
parametric tests were used to analyze these
items.The values of the Kendall coefficient
in terms of ethnicities among different
ethnicities show that the Turkmen ethnicity
with the test statistics of 195.196 and the
Kendall coefficient (0.870) has the
strongest sense of territorial belonging
among the ethnic groups of the province,
followed by the Sistani ethnic groups.,
Kazakh,  Turkish) respectively  with
Kendall's statistics (0.830, 0.725, 0.720)
have a strong trend and the Baloch people
have a moderate trend with Kendall's
statistics (0.690). The results of the
Kruskal-Wallis test show that the Turkmen
ethnicity has the highest rank in the sense
of belonging to the land with an average
rank of 193.95 and the Sistani, Kazakh,
Turk and Baloch ethnic groups with an
average rank of (174.80, 75.75)
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respectively. 114, 13/98, 41/67) are in the
next rank.

Conclusion

The importance of the issue of ethnicity in
societies with racial and cultural diversity is
such that it can threaten or guarantee the
national security of societies.The findings
of this research show that there is a
relationship  between the feeling of
belonging to the land among the ethnic
groups of Golestan province and the
increase of inter-ethnic interaction in this
province. The highest average of this
criterion is related to the interest in people
and the type of relationships with them
among the tribes of Golestan province with
an average of (4.68) and also the feeling of
belonging to the symbols, norms and
current situation of Iran with (3.5) has the
lowest average.

Due to its ethnic diversity, Golestan
province has a special position in the north-
east of the country and requires more
attention from the government.
Accordingly, the government and ethnic
groups should prevent tension and
insecurity by redefining the relations
between social groups based on peaceful
coexistence and equality. Because not
paying attention to the emergence of
tensions among ethnic groups and not
succeeding in ethnic cohesion and
convergence causes the existing tensions to
remain a permanent problem in political
life. Therefore, with a holistic view and
avoiding sectionalism, the participation of
ethnic groups in the power and political,
social and cultural sectors of the country
can strengthen inter-ethnic interactions and
thus guarantee the establishment of security
in the country. Because unbalanced social
conditions, such as discrimination and
deprivation, can cause people to have a
negative perception of society, which
results in social dissatisfaction, frustration,
and general mistrust, which affects people's
sense of social belonging. It is worth
mentioning that this research is in line with
the results of the preliminary findings of
Far and Omid (2018), Faraji and Romina
(2019), Armand and Bisure (2015) and

Dibish Anand (2017).
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