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ABSTRACT

The Iranian-Islamic city, like many cities in the world, has undergone adverse changes
in dealing with modernity, including urban sprawl and its effects. At the end of the
20th century, intensive urban growth was proposed as an alternative development
model to dispersion, which is also one of the proposed strategies to improve the
livability of cities. This research aims to identify and compare the components of the
Iranian-Islamic city growth pattern in the past and contemporary period with the
compact growth pattern of the city. So that its components can be used to increase the
livability of Kashan city. The research data were collected using library and
documentary studies and analyzed by content analysis method with inductive approach
using Atlas.Ti qualitative analysis software. The findings show that the researchers
believe that high density components, mixed use, encouraging walking and cycling,
efficient public transportation, and the regeneration and revitalization of urban centers
play a more colorful role in creating a compact city. In old Kashan, 24 of the 26
components examined (having a clear border, more social interaction, mixed society,
preservation of agricultural land, mixed use, amenities and public facilities with
appropriate productivity, encouraging walking and high density) are in accordance
with the characteristics of the city's dense growth. Also, the analysis of the findings
shows the contrast between the modern city of Kashan and the old Kashan in terms of
growth pattern, except for some cases related to the old context.
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