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The Islamic city is an idea that has raised many questions about its nature and
characteristics. In this regard, various scientific systems have approached it from different
angles and tried to explain it. However, a critical review of the relevant literature reveals a
high volume of misinterpretations and confusions about this idea and its related concepts,
topics, and goals. Accepting the fact that the existence of mosques, domes and minarets in
the context of a city can not mean that the city is Islamic, makes it clear that it must be in
other elements and components and we should look for signs of Muslim life and patterns
of an Islamic city not only in the body, but also the spirit and identity of cities. In the
present study, the drivers of the Islamic city were extracted (qualitative part of the
research) by studying valid jurisprudential sources (Quran and Nahj al-Balaghah), and then
the quality of their realization in the metropolis of Tabriz was measured. The results
obtained from the qualitative part of the research place the drivers of the Islamic city in
three categories: monotheism and unity, justice and security. The results of statistical
analysis show that Islamic manifestations and the realization of its principles in the city of
Tabriz is not prosperous and requires planning to improve the quality of realization of
these indicators).
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Today's Islamic cities are incomplete imitations of urban planning patterns and traditional methods of western
communities. New cities also lack any national, indigenous, Islamic or historical identities and not only failed to
demonstrate the continuity of society's historical life, but also cut off the society from their history and have
developed a sense of homesickness and alienation in their inhabitants. Given the huge volume of studies
conducted in the field of "Islamic city" and the need to properly answer many unanswered questions in this field
and the necessity of fundamental action in order to formulate the theoretical foundations of the Islamic city,
importance of this research can be considered as an effort to clarify the concept of Islamic city. Considering the
fact that one of the main problems in the study of the Islamic city is the lack of a suitable method in explaining
its components and features. Qualitative research is an area that, due to its concrete nature, has the ability to
serve as a facilitator in this regard. In most of the previous Islamic cities’ researches, formal and physical
attitudes have been more than natural and thematic attitudes. In order to fill the mentioned gaps, in the first part
of the present study, an attempt will be made to exclude the formal and physical attitude, which is a kind of
apparent description of the Islamic city and using the qualitative method, the drivers of the Islamic city will be
extracted. Next, measuring the feasibility of the Islamic city based on the obtained drivers will be conducted in
the metropolis of Tabriz, the first capital of the Shia world.

Materials and methods

The present study is an applied research which combines quantitative and qualitative methods. The qualitative
section seeks to find the drivers of the Islamic city by examining related documents and texts (Quran and Nahj
al-Balaghah) through "interpretive phenomenological analysis". In the following, the opinions of 380 citizens of
Tabriz were collected using a questionnaire based on the drivers which extracted in the qualitative section. The
data obtained from the questionnaire were analyzed using descriptive statistics (mean and standard deviation)
and inferential statistics (single-sample t-test) in SPSS software. To measure each of the variables in the
questionnaire, a 5-level Likert scale (from very low = 1 to very high = 5) was used.

Results and Discussion

This part of the research evaluates and analyzes the drivers of the Islamic city in the city of Tabriz and the
realization of the explanatory indicators of these drivers has been assessed. Then, in the form of factor structure,
their role in the explanation of the Islamic city in the city of Tabriz has been measured and analyzed.
Monotheism, justice and security are the three major drivers in analyzing the realization of the Islamic city in
Tabriz. Analysis of the findings related to the realization of the indicators explaining monotheism and unity from
an Islamic perspective in Tabriz indicates despite the low average (lower than the base average), this driver is in
a better condition than other drivers in the city of Tabriz. Analysis of the results related to the quality of
realization of the indicators explaining the principle of Islamic justice in Tabriz demonstrate that most of the
indicators have an unfavorable situation in the city and are less realized than the base average. Moreover, the low
average of the total security drivers from the base average indicates the unfavorable situation of these drivers in
the metropolis of Tabriz.
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Conclusion

In the present study, the drivers of the Islamic city were extracted (qualitative part of the research) by studying
valid jurisprudential sources (Quran and Nahj al-Balaghah), and then the quality of their realization in the
metropolis of Tabriz was measured. The methodology of this research is different: firstly, in the qualitative part,
the method of interpretive phenomenological analysis has been used. Secondly, the interpretations of the verses
of the Qur'an and the text of Nahj al-Balaghah were studied based on their internal content, and unlike to other
researches, it focuses on "positions of a subject" and not "Vocabulary usage positions". The results obtained
from the qualitative part of the research place the drivers of the Islamic city in three categories: monotheism and
unity, justice and security. According to the teachings of the Qur'an and Nahj al-Balaghah, monotheism is
realized in Islamic cities in the form of social capital and spiritual and Islamic governance, justice in the form of
a healthy economy, charity, citizenship rights and balance in lifestyle and security in the form of social, physical,
economic and environmental security. In order to evaluate the quality of the realization of these drivers, Tabriz
metropolis was selected as a case study. The results of statistical analysis show that Islamic manifestations and
the realization of its principles in the city of Tabriz is not prosperous and requires planning to improve the
quality of realization of these indicators Analysis of the findings related to the realization of the indicators
explaining monotheism and unity from an Islamic perspective in Tabriz indicates despite the low average (lower
than the base average), this driver is in a better condition than other drivers in the city of Tabriz. Furthermore,
the analytical results of justice show that the macro component of justice as the core of the emergence of an
Islamic city has a more unfavorable situation than other indicators in the city of Tabriz. This issue is mostly seen
in the type of policy-making and observance of Islamic practices and their promotion by officials and urban
institutions in various sectors. In this regard, paying attention to the explanatory indicators of justice in the
metropolis of Tabriz by prospecting its distribution in all social, economic and cultural aspects and other sources
of development can be pivotal in the realization of The Islamic city in Tabriz.
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