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Abstract

Background: Literary tourism plays a crucial role in generating wealth and creating jobs
worldwide, particularly in Iran and other developing countries. It serves as a fundamental pillar of
tourism, offering societies a new path for knowledge, progress, and long-term sustainability. Purpose:
This study aimed to identify the key factors driving the advancement of literary tourism in Iran.
Research method: To achieve this objective, the study adopted an applied approach with an
interpretive and analytical focus. Methodologically, it fell within the realm of qualitative and
guantitative research. The analysis utilized grand theory, Delphi, and the Structural Self-Interaction
Matrix (SSIM) model. The research population consisted of experts and elites in the broader field of
tourism with a specific emphasis on literary tourism. Targeted sampling methods were employed to
select a sample size of 30 individuals for data collection. Findings: The study identified several
categories for enhancing the development of literary tourism in Iran. These categories included
improving managerial and institutional practices, increasing investment in literary tourism and related
initiatives, enhancing competitiveness through effective advertising, considering legal aspects, and
constructing a localized model. Such factors as discourse narratives, educational initiatives,
specialized activity development, and literary route creation were determined through a two-stage

Delphi method research and confirmed to be significant by expert consensus. The subsequent analysis
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using the SSIM Matrix revealed that improvements in managerial and institutional measures exerted
influence over other factors. Additionally, formulation of a local literary tourism model, encompassing
discourse narratives, education, specialized activity development, and literary route creation emerged
as a crucial factor in attracting literary tourists, influencing other factors while also being influenced
by them in return.

Keywords: Development, Literary Tourism, Iran.

Introduction

Literary tourism in Iran stands out as a highly compatible and advantageous form of tourism within
the country's unique context, facing fewer obstacles compared to other types of tourism. Iran's rich
literary heritage holds a prominent position in Eastern civilization and attracts global audiences,
especially those interested in literary tourism. In addition to contributing to the growth of the tourism
sector, it serves as a medium for soft power and cultural diplomacy, facilitating the preservation and
expansion of the nation's cultural heritage. Despite the potential for several Iranian cities to become
international literary tourism hubs, showcasing their abundant cultural and literary offerings, the sector
has yet to establish itself as an active, cohesive, and organized industry. Moreover, the invaluable
literary assets of the country have been neglected. Addressing this issue requires careful planning and
a comprehensive review and analysis of the factors that contribute to tourism development in Iran's
specific context. Neglecting this issue risks compromising Iran's global reputation and forfeiting
potential economic benefits. Therefore, this study aimed to identify the key factors that influenced the
development of literary tourism in Iran, seeking answers to the following questions: What are the
effective factors driving the development of literary tourism in Iran? Among these factors, which ones
have the greatest and least impact on the advancement of the sector?

Materials & Methods

This study employed a research methodology that combined applied, interpretive, and analytical
approaches, integrating both qualitative and quantitative research methods. The information analysis
utilized Grand Theory, the Delphi method, and the Structural Self-Interaction Matrix (SSIM). Data
collection was conducted through the two main avenues of documentary and library studies, as well as
interviews and questionnaires. Initially, unstructured in-depth interviews were conducted based on
exploratory studies and data analysis employed an open coding system that incorporated central and
selective approaches. The categories derived from constructing the underlying theory were then used
as the framework for identifying the effective factors in the development of literary tourism in Iran.
Once the factors were identified, each one was translated into a questionnaire and distributed among
the sample population. The agreement with the extracted factors was assessed through two stages.
Finally, using the SSIM, the relative importance of each factor in the development of literary tourism
in Iran was discussed. The statistical population of the study consisted of experts and elites in the
broader field of tourism with a specific focus on literary tourism. The sample selection employed
targeted sampling methods, resulting in a final sample size of 30 individuals.

Research Findings

The research findings highlighted several factors that played significant roles in the development of
literary tourism in Iran. These factors included improving managerial and institutional practices,
increasing investment in literary tourism and related sectors, enhancing competitiveness of literary
tourism through effective advertising and attention to legal aspects, and establishing a localized model
of literary tourism that encompassed discourse narratives, educational initiatives, specialized activity
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development, and creation of literary routes. These factors were identified through a two-phase Delphi
method with expert consensus confirming their importance. Furthermore, the analysis using the SSIM
revealed that improvements in managerial and institutional practices had an influential impact on other
factors. Additionally, formulation of a localized model of literary tourism, which encompassed
discourse narratives, education, specialized activities, and creation of literary routes, emerged as the
most crucial factor in attracting literary tourists. This model not only influenced other factors, but was
also influenced by them in return.

Discussion of Results & Conclusion

In conclusion, the findings of this study indicated that literary tourism had emerged as a significant
sector within Iran's tourism industry, focusing on renowned sites, symbols, literature, and literary
destinations. It had the potential to foster competition, generate economic benefits, create employment
opportunities, and preserve cultural identity. Therefore, a proactive approach to identifying and
analyzing the current state of literary tourism can pave the way for its further development, positioning
Iran as a leading destination in this field. Integrating literary tourism into Iran's tourism strategy holds
promise for attracting visitors and promoting sustainable development in the country.
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Table 2: Influential factors in the development of literary tourism in Iran
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Table 3: Results of counting responses from the first and second phases of the survey
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Table 4: Self-similarity interaction matrix (SSIM)

V5 V4 V3 V2 V1 oale

\Y \Y% \Y \Y V1 3 5 e Slapl Bl s s

A A 0 V2 Ol w by s sjlse 5 o3l 6,588 18wl e 53 ol

v v V3 e Sl L Olgr 5 byl 53 ool (5,85 5 (¢ p s, 5o W)
\Y \Z P Jolss

V5 YESp guij')ni‘ou:.éfL;La;ﬂ\j)@&;léﬁzjf)ld/a;{éﬂ\f!}b
w3 2 B s s 5 5 e Sl

VENY (e slaasl tas

bl p S o slel 4 bl e Sl Ll glasled LA b (ol o Sl LSAS) dny W e o
S e 5le 03551 s gy Ol b Al o ) el ol LS8 1 bt g 5o 0155 e (0) Ui
el 5a (SSIM) L et L 555 Lasls,
s gl 10 g
Table 5: Attainment matrix
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Table 6: Classification of factors influencing the development of literary tourism
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Fig 2: Model of literary tourism development in Iran
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Fig 3: Penetration and dependency diagram
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