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Abstract

Following Allab and Rabb, Al-Rabman emerges as the most frequent name of God in the Qur’an.
In addition to the Basmalab and Ql:3, Al-Rabman is extensively used, particularly within the
middle Meccan Surahs. With the acceptance of the perspective of Muslim scholars, where Al-
Rapman is an exaggerated form of rapmab (mercy) and a descriptor of God, the issue at hand
revolves around the semantic difference between Al-Rabman and the descriptor Rabim, which is
also derived from rabmab and is an exaggeration regarding God. This is especially evident in the
Basmalab and some verses such as Q 41:2, where both are mentioned together. The answer to
this issue lies in understanding that Al-Rabman is not an exaggerated descriptor of God, meaning
an exaggeration of His mercy, but rather it is a proper noun, and like the name Allah, indicates
the essence of God. The first part of this research employs a historical approach and applies
comparative Semitics, while the second part adopts a structural approach grounded in Qur’anic
usage. Multiple pieces of evidence are presented to establish Al-Rapman as a proper noun.
Notabely, its consistent usage as a definite noun in Semitic languages, and its exclusive application
in the Qur’an referring to God are highlighted. The coexistence of definiteness and specificity in
reference underscores Al-Rabman as a proper noun for God.

Keywords: The Most Beautiful Names of God (al-Asma’ al-Husna), al-Rabhman, Structural
Semantics, Historical-Comparative Linguistics.
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1. Gorea, Maria. “From the Aramaic rahmana”.
2. fragmentary
3. Robin and Rijziger, “T’he Owner of the Sky...”.
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1. Walter Miiller

2. Miiller, “Neuinterpretation altsiidarabischer Inschriften”.
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1. Robin, “Arabie antique”.
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1. Nebes, “A New ’Abraha Inscription”.
2. Norbert Nebes
3. Nebes, “A New ’Abraha Inscription”.
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1. Christian J. Robin
2. ®ebg, Théos
3. Deus
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2. Guidi, Ignazio (ed.), 1881. “La lettera di Simeone vescovo di Béth-Ar$im
sopra i martiri omerita’.

3. Shahid, Irfan (ed.), 1971. The Martyrs of Najrin.

4. Moberg, Axel (ed.), 1924. The Book of the Himyarites.
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1. Robin, Christian J. “Les noms du Dieu unique ...”.
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1. Robin, “Arabie antique”.

2. minuscule script

3. Al-Jallad, “A Pre-Islamic Basmala”.
4. Al-Jallad, “A Pre-Islamic Basmala”.
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1. Robin, “I. L’Arabie préislamique”.
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1. Robin, “I. L’Arabie préislamique”.
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CIH: Corpus inscriptionum semiticarum, Pars IV: Inscriptiones bimyariticas et
sabaeas continens.

CIS: Corpus inscriptionum semiticarum.

DAI GDN: Deutsches Archiologisches Institut, Grosser Damm Nord.

DASTI: Digital Archive for the Study of Pre-Islamic Arabian Inscriptions'.

ERC-MAP: Mapping Ancient Polytheisms?.

Fa: Fakhry (Ahmed).

Ist: Istanbul.

Ja: Jamme (Albert).

MAFSOA: Mission archéologique franco-saoudienne Oasis d’Arabie.

PAT: Hillers, D.R. and Cussini, E, Palmyrene Aramaic Texts, Baltimore,
1996.

RIEth: Recueil des inscriptions de I'Etbiopie des périodes pré-axoumite et
axoumite.

Ry: Ryckmans (Gonzague).

YM: Yemen Museum.
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1. https://dasi.cnr.it.
2. https://map-polytheisms.huma-num.fr.
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