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The relationship between human rights and humanitarian law is now
understood as a complementary one, insofar as human rights rules
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are no longer applicable in peacetime but at all times. The

Received:

2022/07/12

Received in Revised form:
2023/10/02

Accepted:

2022/40/24

Published online:
2024/03/20

International Court of Justice has emphasized this issue in numerous
Decisions. In international law literature, the main focus is on the
interaction between these two branches of law, while less attention is
paid to the complementarity of their rules and the interpretation of
one’s rules in light of the other especially in light of the principle of
systemic integration. The present paper examines the utility as well
as the challenges and potential harms of using this approach in the
general context of international law. Finally, it concludes that using
systemic integration principle can strengthen application of human
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rights rules through international humanitarian law, or prevent
normative conflict between different norms of the two branches of
law, especially in regard to forceful and arbitrary detention.
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West Africa) notwithstanding Security Council Resolution 276 (1970), Advisory Opinion of 21
June 1971, para. 53.
- Aegean Sea Continental Shelf case, ), Judgment, ICJ Reports 1978, para 77.
- Dispute Regarding Navigational and Related Rights (Costa Rica v. Nicaragua), Judgment, 1.C.J.
Reports 2009, paras. 55-56, 57-71
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