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Opponents frequently argued that the lack of alignment between the criminal responsibility of legal
entities and key punishment principles, such as the individualization and personalization of penalties,
was a primary point of contention for them. This disagreement stemmed from their belief that legal
entities were not always distinct from individuals. In this study, conducted through an analytical-
descriptive approach, the alignment of punishment principles with the status of legal entities in the
criminal justice systems of Iran, England, and the United States were examined. These principles were
classified into three main categories relating to the nature of the crime, the punishment, and the
offenders, with relevant issues discussed within each legal framework. The analysis revealed that,
contrary to the opponents' arguments, these principles generally aligned with the status of legal
entities in most instances across all three legal systems, thereby undermining the opponents' stance on
this matter.

legal entities, punishment, principles governing crimes, principles governing penalties,
principles governing offenders
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1. Introduction

The principles governing punishments are universal across all legal systems and hold such
significance that legal scholars have frequently turned to these principles to substantiate or refute their
arguments. Neglecting these principles in criminal legislation and sentencing would render the actions
taken invalid. The status of legal entities, unlike natural persons who commit crimes, necessitates a
specific consideration of these principles for them; legal entities, unlike natural persons, lack bodies,
limbs, or brains capable of committing crimes. Therefore, attributing behavior (physical conduct) and
culpability (material element) to legal entities must be done in a manner that takes into account two
approaches present in different legal systems. The first approach, rooted in traditional thought, results
in a form of derivative responsibility for legal entities akin to vicarious liability arising from the
actions of others. Compliance with the principles and regulations governing punishments, including
the fundamental principles of criminal law, is imperative for all punishments.

2. Methodology

The research methodology employed in this article is library-based, involving the identification of
domestic and foreign articles and books, extraction of relevant content, and the synthesis of findings
to provide a comprehensive overview of the subject matter.

3. Results and Discussion

The legal systems of the United States and England have been acquainted with the issue of criminal
responsibility of legal entities for over two centuries. They have anticipated a wide range of
punishments and diverse criminal enforcement measures in their judicial procedures and laws. These
systems have been able to achieve full compliance with the principles governing punishments by
presenting various models of criminal liability, such as organizational culture theory, worker theory,
and employer theory.

However, in the Iranian criminal law system, the focus on Article 143 of the Islamic Penal Code,
which considers "criminal responsibility of legal entities as subsidiary to natural persons'
responsibility,” has introduced a new chapter in the Iranian legal framework. This article indicates that
the Iranian legislator has not reached an independent belief regarding the status of legal entities
separate from natural persons committing crimes. The role of natural persons committing crimes is
still emphasized in the criminal responsibility of legal entities, making it challenging at times to align
the principles governing punishments in the Iranian legal system with these principles.

Therefore, considering the aforementioned principles in the Iranian legal system, as a country that
adheres to written laws, it is necessary to amend laws and regulations related to legal entities in
comparison to customary legal systems such as England and the United States. In these systems,
decisions are made based on judicial precedents and court rulings in each case, highlighting the
importance of reforming laws and regulations concerning legal entities.

4. Conclusions

In the present paper, an analytical and descriptive approach was taken to examine the alignment of
principles governing punishments with the status of legal entities in the criminal systems of Iran,
England, and the United States. These principles are categorized into three general categories related
to crime, punishment, and offenders, with each system's relevant issues discussed below. The analysis
indicates that despite claims by opponents suggesting that traditional punishment principles cannot be
applied to the status of legal entities as they are imaginary or hypothetical beings, it should be noted
that these entities are not imaginary but rather legal entities that take shape upon the realization of will
and formal legal procedures, thereby acquiring legal existence. Therefore, it must be acknowledged
that these principles are capable of aligning with the status of legal entities in most cases in all three
legal systems, and in some instances, such as respecting the principle of human dignity, it can be
argued that the organizational spirit and culture governing legal entities act as personality for the legal
entity. Furthermore, it is not necessary to consider all principles governing punishments applicable to
legal entities; the fact that a significant number of these principles can be applied to punishing legal
entities provides a clear argument against opponents. In the Iranian legal system, based on the
evaluations conducted, fundamental reforms regarding the status of legal entities must be
implemented. It is essential to consolidate all regulations related to legal entities into a unified system
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and avoid fragmentation of procedures and laws in this regard. For example, the Cybercrime Law
introduces ambiguity by using vague language, while Article 143 of the Islamic Penal Code does not
establish the principle of criminal responsibility for natural persons.
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