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Nowadays, homelessness is considered as a social damage and a serious challenge in different
countries, including Iran. In addition to to non-structural factors (personal-family) effective in its
occurrence, structural factors (economy, employment and housing) have been identified as the main
cause of homelessness.

Homeless people are exposed to threats of victimization before and during their homeless life. This
article, with a descriptive-analytical method, while investigating the causes of homelessness, tries to
investigate the factors involved in the victimization of homeless people from the perspective of
structural theories of criminology and theories of victimology.

The findings of the article indicate that some personal characteristics and vulnerable aspects such as
age and gender are effective in intensifying the possibility of victimization of homeless people in two
stages before and during homelessness. Also, the possibility possibility of initial victimization and
their delinquency-victimization due to the conditions and lifestyle, personal characteristics and there
are daily needs.
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1. Introduction

"Homelessness" does not have a long background in social and legal literature of Iran. In the last in
the last two decades, with the expansion of virtual space and the wide circulation of information,
some social harms and its image in the public eye of the society, academic studies and social
policymaking, have become a social concern.

Poverty, unemployment, lack of affordable housing, lack of family support or support organizations
and NGOs, family violence, immigration, asylum, loss of job, illness and mental-physical problems,
drug and alcohol abuse as some of reasons

driving homelessness have been mentioned and the lack of "social welfare" can be mentioned as a
common feature of the aforementioned reasons. Therefore, the mentioned reasons can be categorized
into two branches of structural reasons such as poverty, unemployment, lack of affordable housing
and personal-family reasons such as lack of family support, family rejection and family violence.
(Crane & etc., 2005: 153)

2. Methodology

This article is written with a descriptive-analytical method and in order to answer the gquestion of the
article, it first deals with "explaining the phenomenon of homelessness in the mirror of criminological
and criminological theories", in this regard, "criminological theories explaining homelessness" and
"criminological theories explaining homelessness" are reviewed separately. Then, the "pathological
variables of homelessness™ will be examined regarding the factors that aggravate the possibility of
victimization of the homeless.

3. Results and Discussion

The homeless, as a vulnerable group due to the special conditions of living on the street or in
temporary shelters, as well as as a group affected by the general policies of governments, can be
investigated from the perspective of primary, supportive and governmental criminological studies.
According to some statistics and studies, a large number of homeless people have experienced being
victimized by crimes such as rape, assault, and insult, and it is necessary to examine the theories of
criminology, criminology, and social pathology regarding them. Also, some personal characteristics
of people, arising from factors such as age (child), gender (male-female), physical and mental health
status (addiction to tobacco or alcohol consumption and physical disability) and some family
problems such as violence and misbehavior Gender has been mentioned as the vulnerability of
homeless people before and after becoming homeless, and it makes people vulnerable to being
victimized or victimized before becoming homeless.

Homelessness is one of the manifestations of social disorganization and living in a social environment
free from the official norms of society; Because homeless people, as people who have reached the end
of the road and mostly have addictions, live on the outskirts of metropolises and cities with a large
population, in an environment where social beliefs and norms do not have priority and value for them,
and daily living and providing a minimum wage, narcotics And sleeping place is a priority for them.
The majority of homeless people are considered to be from the lower class of society, and their
lifestyle includes behaviors and actions such as addiction, vagrancy, begging, theft, etc., including
some delinguent behaviors; However, the criminalization of these actions and behaviors is due to their
low class status and is not done to meet the standards of the middle and upper class, and usually such
behaviors are criminalized and penalized by the legislator in all societies.

Generally, the environments and centers where the homeless live and socialize are located on the
outskirts of cities and in unsafe, defenseless and remote urban spaces, and the prevailing norms and
culture in these environments, norms and culture are different from what exists in normal society. The
relations of the homeless with each other are also regulated according to the rules of behavior
governing these environments, and the intervention of the official society and the governing
institutions in them is limited to negative interactions such as cross-sectional plans to collect the
homeless and drug addicts.

The society defines goals such as achieving a good income, favorable social status and creating a
prosperous life for its members and does not provide them with the means to achieve those goals in a
fair manner. While in today's societies, providing the minimum of a prosperous life such as income
and livelihood, housing and having medical support is one of the main and primary duties of
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governments and recognized rights of citizens, and considering the dominance of governments over
general economic-political policies and access And managing resources, creating fair employment
platforms, providing housing and having an average and prosperous life are among the duties of
governments.

Living in inappropriate, unsafe and defenseless environments, which are mainly located on the
outskirts of cities or in urban blind spots, accelerates and aggravates the possibility of homeless
people being victimized by local individuals, criminal groups or other homeless people who have
more power. Also, the vulnerable personal characteristics of the homeless, such as their age, gender,
and their specific lifestyles, caused by states and behaviors associated with vagrancy, addiction,
begging, and the like, are influential in their victimization.

4. Conclusions

The "homeless" is exposed to threats of victimization in two stages before and during the experience
of homelessness. Because, on the one hand, "homelessness™ is a traumatic situation that is caused by
causes such as economic and social issues, and from this point of view, "homeless people” can be
considered victims of the government's general policies (in the general sense), and on the other hand,
"homelessness" is a situation that It puts the people involved in it in a position of harm and increases
the possibility of their being injured.

Examining the causes of homelessness and its corresponding examination and application of
structural theories of criminology such as theories of social disorganization and Merton's pressure
with the life of the homeless shows that there is a relationship between the structural factors of
homelessness and the factors affecting the victimization of the homeless and the homeless are affected
by the injuries and deprivations caused by Migration or lack of fair access to resources and facilities
put them at risk of being victimized. For example, not having the necessary income in villages and
small towns due to the lack of employment and unemployment, causes people to migrate to big cities
to find work, and in case they do not find a suitable job or do not have the necessary income to live in
an immigrant-friendly city, they are unable to provide housing. Faced with problems, they turn to a
life of homelessness or quasi-homelessness, such as living in passenger cars, living in groups in shops
and fruit and vegetable stores, and sleeping under the roof. In such a situation, the application of the
theory of subcultures, the theory of delinquency-abnormality and the theories of criminology with the
life of the homeless shows the possibility of victimization of the homeless according to the influence
of delinquent subcultures, being in deviant places and the dangers caused by the type of their daily
activities and lifestyle.

Examining the pathological variables of homelessness in relation to the homeless indicates that factors
such as age and gender have a direct effect on increasing the probability of victimization of some
types of homeless such as children and women, and shows them as a suitable target for being
defenseless and vulnerable to crime. Addiction, as one of the variables of the vulnerability of the
homeless, causes them to resort to acts such as robbery, extortion, and begging in order to obtain
drugs. and provides assault. Also, the vulnerability caused by personal and family factors before
becoming homeless, as well as the vulnerability to structural-economic factors, is important as one of
the main reasons for the victimization of homeless people before the homeless life.
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