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ABSTRACT

The present article has been compiled with the aim of exploring the theoretical
and experimental foundations of educational inequalities in the light of the
developments of industrial revolutions, especially the fourth industrial revolution.
Using the method of qualitative meta-analysis, the theoretical foundations and
infrastructures of the developments resulting from the four industrial revolutions
have been studied. Then the effects of revolutions and especially the fourth
industrial revolution on educational inequalities in three main areas: access to or
access to education; Resources at the disposal of the educational system; and was
evaluated in terms of the performance of the educational system. The results
showed that based on the theoretical foundations of economic inequality
(Kuznets), social theory or the school of conflict and competition (Marx and the
Frankfurt school), cultural theory (Bourdieu) and the theory of educational
inequality (Rawls), the problem of inequality in the system can be stated.
Education is constantly expanding in the three main areas of access, resources and
performance of the education system. The first to third industrial revolutions have
increased the quantitative and qualitative depth of educational inequalities,
especially in developing or low-growth countries in the three main areas of access,
resources and performance of the education system. The Fourth Industrial
Revolution, with the emergence of opportunities such as the integration of
technologies based on physical cyber systems and digital transformation, has
positive, negative and conditional effects on the access, resources and
performance of the educational system and educational inequalities.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
Introduction

Educational inequality has been studied since the early 1950s, and research in this area has
focused on identifying the mechanisms responsible for maintaining inequality in education and the
equalizing factors of educational opportunities As stated inequality is one of the most important facts of
social life, which is obvious to even the most superficial observers. One of the main concern of educational
system is inequality and how to solve it.therefore, this problem has increased a complex debate about the
guestion of whether there is inequality in terms of access to education, educational resources and
educational performance. And that educational inequality has been increasing or decreasing in these three
areas, in different societies and in the developments caused by the first to third industrial revolutions? And
how much has the fourth industrial revolution affected educational inequality or influenced the future
ahead? Four industrial revolutions can be mentioned in analyzing the fundamentals of economic inequality
theory (Kuznets), social inequality (Max), -cultural inequality (Bourdieu) and educational inequality
(Rawls) to explain the changes in inequality in light of the emergence of technology and their interaction
with economic development. However, the fundamental issue that emerged with the advent of the Fourth
Industrial Revolution is that the previous industrial revolutions each had negative effects in terms of
providing equal conditions for access to educational opportunities and optimal performance.Therefore, the
main question of this paper is that based on the theoretical foundations of economic inequality (Kuznets),
social and conflict and competition (Marx), cultural (Bourdieu) and education (Rawls) the issue of
inequality in the educational system is in three main themes: in terms of access or access to education,
what are the resources available to the educational system and in terms of the performance of the
educational system ?

Method

In this paper, descriptive method and qualitative meta-analysis research method have been used
to investigate the main questions of the research. In this regard, the necessary information was extracted
from English and Persian articles published over the past 10 years in the subject.

Results

The results shown: Based on the theoretical foundations of economic inequality theory (Kuznets), social theory or school
of conflict and competition theory (Marxism and Frankfurt), cultural theory (Bourdieu) and theory of Justice of education
(Rawls) it can be stated that the issue of inequality in the educational system is constantly expanding in the three main
themes of access, resources and performance of the educational system. The first to third industrial revolution has
increased the quantitative and qualitative depth of educational inequalities, especially in developing or low-growth
countries in the three main areas of access, resources and performance of the educational system. The Fourth Industrial
Revolution has positive, negative and conditional effects on access, resources and performance of the educational system
and educational inequalities by providing opportunities such as technology based on physical cyber systems and digital
transformation while communicating between humans and machines.

Discussion
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The Fourth Industrial Revolution has opportunities such as the integration of technologies based
on physical cyber systems and digital transformation in the Fourth Industrial Revolution by establishing
communication between man and machine such as: 3D printing, augmented reality, cloud computing,
hologram, biometrics, 10T, Artificial intelligence and so on leads to access to or enjoyment of education; It
has the inputs and institutions of the educational system and the performance of the educational system.
But these developments also come with threats to access to or access to education; The inputs and
institutions of the educational system and the performance of the educational system. In general, a review
of research and theoretical and empirical perspectives on the issue of educational inequalities in industrial
revolutions, especially the fourth industrial revolution, has shown that along with major advances in
reducing inequality, if deprivation policies in the countries Not to mention the emergence of technologies
and innovations widens the quantitative and qualitative gaps and the structural depth of educational
inequalities.

Keywords: Educational Inequality, Fourth Industrial Revolution, Economic Inequality Theory, Social Theory,
Cultural Theory and Rawls' Justice theory
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